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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   

Ouch, is it ever hot out there!  I don't know what I would have 
done if I’d been alive before the invention of fans or air 
conditioning – much like the citizen-soldiers who were fighting to 
free our country from British rule back in 1776.   
 
As Independence Day rapidly approaches, did you know that the 
Representative from Massachusetts (and later the second 
President of the United States) John Quincy Adams wrote a letter 
to his wife Abigail the day before the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence?   
 
In that letter he told her, "[This] day of July, 1776, will be the most 
memorable epoch in the history of America.  I am apt to believe that 
it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival.  It ought to be 
commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.  It ought to 
be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and 
illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more."   
 
And so, as we prepare once again to celebrate the 241st year of our Nation’s independence,  
please accept my best wishes for a safe and happy Fourth of July.    
 
One final interesting side note:   Coincidentally, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, the only 
signers of the Declaration of Independence to later serve as President of the United States, both 
died on the same day:  July 4, 1826 – the 50th anniversary of the Declaration. 
 
Fraternally, 
 

Bill 
William Long 
Base Commander 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   JJJUUULLLYYY   
 

 

USS S-28 (SS-133)  

Class:  S-Class 

Launched:  20 Sep 1922 

Commissioned:  13 Dec 1923  

Builder:  Bethlehem Shipbuilding  

Corp., Quincy, Massachusetts 

Length: 219’ 3” 

Beam:    20’ 8” 

Lost on 4 July 1944 

49 Men Lost 

 

On the morning of 3 July 1944, USS S-28 began training 

operations off Oahu with the United States Coast Guard cutter 

Reliance.  The anti-submarine warfare exercises continued into 

the evening of 4 July.  At 1730, the day's concluding exercise 

began.  Contact between the two ships became sporadic 

and at 1820, the last, brief contact with S-28 was made and 

lost. All attempts to establish further communications failed. 

 

Assistance arrived from Pearl Harbor, but a thorough search of 

the area failed to locate the submarine.  Two days later, a slick 

of diesel fuel appeared in the area where she had been 

operating, but the extreme depth exceeded the range of 

available equipment.  A Court of Inquiry was unable to 

determine the cause of the loss of S-28. 

 

 

USS Runner (SS-275) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  30 May 1942 

Commissioned:  30 Jul 1942 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard,  

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 11 July 1943  

78 Men Lost 

 

On 27 May 1943, under the command of Lieutenant 

Commander Joseph H. Bourland, USS Runner departed 

Midway for the Kuril Islands chain and waters off northern 

Japan.  No report was heard from her.  However, captured 

Japanese records indicated that she sank the cargo ship 

Seinan Maru on 11 June in Tsugaru Strait off Hokkaidō and the 

passenger-cargo ship Shinryu Maru on 26 June off the Kuril 

Islands.   

 

Runner was declared overdue and presumed lost on 11 July 

1943 and was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 30 

October 1943.  Runner was awarded one Battle Star for her 

World War II service.

USS Robalo (SS-273)  

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  9 May 1943 

Commissioned:  28 Sep 1943 

Builder:  Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co.,  

Manitowoc, Wisconsin 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 July 1944  

81 Men Lost 

 

Robalo departed Fremantle on 22 June 1944 on her third war 

patrol.  She set a course for the South China Sea to conduct 

her patrol in the vicinity of the Natuna Islands.  After transiting 

Makassar Strait and Balabac Strait she was scheduled to arrive 

on station about 6 July and remain until dark on 2 August 1944.  

On 2 July, a contact report stated Robalo had sighted a Fusō-

class battleship, with air cover and two destroyers for escort, 

just east of Borneo.  No other messages were ever received 

from the submarine and when she did not return from patrol, 

she was presumed lost. 

 

From various sources, it was concluded Robalo was sunk on 26 

July 1944, 2 miles (3.2 km) off the western coast of Palawan 

Island from an explosion in the vicinity of her after battery, 

probably caused by an enemy mine.  Robalo earned two 

Battle Stars for her service in World War II.  She was stricken 

from the Naval Vessel Register on 16 September 1944. 

 

 

USS Grunion (SS-216) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  22 Dec 1941 

Commissioned:  11 Apr 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 30 July 1942  

70 Men Lost 

 

Grunion departed Hawaii on 30 June 1942, heading toward 

the Aleutian Islands for her first war patrol.  Her first report, 

made as she patrolled north of Kiska Island, stated she had 

been attacked by a Japanese destroyer and had fired at her 

with inconclusive results.  She operated off Kiska throughout 

July and sank two enemy patrol boats while in search of 

enemy shipping.  On 30 July 1942, the submarine reported 

intensive antisubmarine activity, and she was ordered back to 

Dutch Harbor. 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of July,” Page 3) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 2 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oahu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Coast_Guard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active-class_patrol_boat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-submarine_warfare
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuril_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsugaru_Strait
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkaid%C5%8D
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Vessel_Register
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_China_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natuna_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Makassar_Strait
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balabac_Strait
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fus%C5%8D-class_battleship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fus%C5%8D-class_battleship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battleship
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palawan_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palawan_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_mine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleutian_Islands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiska_Island
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Harbor


BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   JJJUUULLLYYY   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

 

Grunion was never heard from nor seen again.  Air searches off 

Kiska were fruitless; on 16 August, Grunion was reported 

overdue from patrol and presumed lost with all hands.  Her 

name was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 2 

November 1942. 

 

It is now generally accepted that Grunion was sunk on July 30, 

1942 by the armed Japanese freighter Kano Maru, 

approximately 10 miles northeast of Kiska in the Aleutian Islands. 

 

 

USS G-2 (SS-27) 

Class:  G-Class 

Launched:  10 Jan 1912 

Commissioned:  1 Dec 1913 

Builder:  Lake Torpedo Boat, 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Length:  161’ 3”  

Beam:     13’ 1” 

Lost on 30 July 1919  

3 Men Lost 

 

USS G-2, a 400-ton Lake-type submarine, was built under 

contract with the Lake Torpedo Boat Company and 

completed by the New York Navy Yard.  She was originally 

named Tuna, but was renamed G-2 in November 1911 prior to 

her launching.  Recommissioned in February 1915, she 

operated along the Atlantic coast for the next year, then 

received a lengthy shipyard overhaul.  G-2 returned to the 

active fleet in late June 1917.  She primarily spent the remainder 

of her service career on experimental and training assignments, 

based at New London, Connecticut, and Boston, 

Massachusetts, though she briefly conducted anti-submarine 

patrols in the Long Island Sound area in mid-1918.

USS G-2 was decommissioned on 2 April 1919 and was 

subsequently designated as a target for depth charge and 

ordnance net tests in Niantic Bay, Connecticut.  During 

inspection by a six-man maintenance crew on 30 July, the boat 

suddenly flooded and sank at her moorings in Two Tree 

Channel near Niantic Bay.  She went down in 81 feet (25 m), 

drowning three members of the inspection crew.  Too deep 

and too old to salvage, the submarine was struck from the 

Naval Vessel Register on 11 September 1919. 
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July 4 ......................................................................................................................................................... Independence Day (1776) 

 

July 4 ....................................... Canby Independence Day Celebration Parade (Staging:  0830 @ NW 4th & N. Cedar Avenue)  

 

July 8 ................................................... USS Oregon (SSN-793) Keel Laying Ceremony (Electric Boat Facility, Quonset Point, RI) 

 

July 13 .................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

July 27 ....................................................................................................................... National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day 

 

July 27 ................................................................................ Veterans’ Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

August 7 .................................................................................................................................................... National Purple Heart Day  

 

August 12 ................................................................................... Base Meeting/Picnic (1100 at Clackamette Park, Oregon City) 

 

August 14 ............................................................................................... VJ Day - 72nd Anniversary of Japanese Surrender, WWII  

 

August 24 ........................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

September 1-6 ......................................................................................................... USSVI National Convention (Orlando, Florida) 

 

September 4 ........................................................................................................................................................................ Labor Day 

 

September 11 ........................................................................................ Patriot Day/National Day of Service and Remembrance  

 

September 14 ..................................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland – No Chow this Month) 

 

September 15 .......................................................................................................................... National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

 

September 24 ................................................................................................................................................ Gold Star Mothers’ Day  

 

September 28 .................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
8 June 2017 

 
1735 E-Board Meeting called to order by Base Commander Bill Long.  Present were Commander Long; Vice 

Commander Jay Agler; Past Commander George Hudson; Secretary Alan Brodie; Treasurer Scott Duncan; 

Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel; and Trustee Gary Webb.  Discussed the Commander’s Plan of the Day.  

Reviewed and discussed all recent communications from USSVI National.  Discussed the results of the 

recent internal audit of the Base’s financial accounts and discussed the audit team’s recommendations for 

improving existing recordkeeping procedures.  Bills were presented, approved, and ordered to be paid.   A 

motion was made, seconded and passed to appoint Dave Vrooman as Backup Treasurer for the Blueback 

Base.  The meeting was adjourned at 1847. 

  

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander Bill Long. 

 

 Invocation:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Flag Salute:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

Introductions:  Welcome aboard to William “Bill” Gabrio, the newest member of the Blueback Base.  Bill 

qualified in submarines on board USS Tunny (SSG-282) in 1959.   

 

Secretary’s Report:  Base Secretary Alan Brodie  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Scott Duncan  

 

Commander’s Report:   

 

 Commander Long discussed the resignation of former Base Treasurer Mike Worden and the 

appointment of the Backup Treasurer, Scott Duncan to serve the remainder of Mike’s term.  Upon Mike’s 

resignation, the E-Board met and determined an internal audit of the Base’s financial records should be 

conducted from the beginning of his tenure through present.  The audit team consisted of Treasurer 

Scott Duncan; Past Treasurer “Collie” Collins; and newly appointed Backup Treasurer Dave Vrooman.  All 

issues identified in the audit have been resolved to the satisfaction of the E-Board, and the Base will be 

implementing changes to recordkeeping procedures as follows:  (1) All financial records will be 

reviewed by the E-Board at least semi-annually; (2) A formal audit of all financial records will be 

conducted at least once annually; (3) a detailed ledger of all individual financial transactions will be 

maintained by the Base Treasurer; and (4) cash transactions will no longer be authorized.   

 

 The dates have been set for a volunteer working party to prepare the site for construction of the pole 

barn on Gary Webb’s property, ½ of which will be designated for storage of the Base’s parade float and 

trailer.   The dates are as follows:  Friday, June 23rd and Saturday, June 24th. Commander Long will be 

providing burgers and liquid refreshment on Saturday.  Weed eaters, chainsaws and other yard tools 

would be beneficial, and be sure to bring along a pair of sturdy gloves.  All hands are encouraged to 

donate some time to this effort if they are able.  Muster at Gary’s house (28321 S. Hult Road, 

Beavercreek, Oregon); work will begin around 0900 on both Friday and Saturday. 

  

USSVI National has decided to retain its Limited Liability Insurance Policy written through Rust Insurance 

Agency to cover third party bodily injury and property damage where USSVI is at fault.   Bases should fill 

out a Special Event Questionnaire for organized events (i.e., parades, picnics, etc.) and submit the form 

directly to Rust Insurance as soon as practicable after scheduling such events.  This policy is designed to 

provide protection against claims alleging negligence causing injuries to persons other than USSVI 

members; it does not cover suits between members or units of USSVI against each other.  
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 
Old Business:    

 

 The USS Oregon commissioning efforts will be ramping up soon, but for now they are in a holding 

pattern as additional information is gathered to assist in our efforts.  Details will follow as soon as they 

are known.   

 

 For the information of all hands, the keel laying ceremony originally scheduled for 10 July 2017 has 

been pushed back to October.  For those interested in attending, a firm date will be provided once it 

has been established. 

 

New Business:  None. 

 

50/50 Break:  “Collie” Collins was the winner of the 50/50 drawing.  Collie graciously donated his $22.00 winnings 

back to the Base. 

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 CONGRATULATIONS and BRAVO ZULU to Bill Diltz on his induction into the Holland Club.  Bill was unable to 

attend the Submarine Birthday Luncheon/Holland Club Induction Ceremony back in April; we are honored 

to have had the opportunity to present his Holland Club Certificate at this month’s meeting!  

 

 SPECIAL THANKS go out to Shipmate Terry Conwell and his family, who graciously donated $50.00 to the 

Base in memory of our recently departed friend and Shipmate Ron Miyabara.   

 

 The Base received a “Thank You” card from the family of Dick Burgess, who departed on Eternal Patrol in 

November 2016.  Dick’s widow and children were gratified by the turnout of so many Blueback Base 

members at Dick’s funeral, and wanted to thank us for taking the time to honor both his Naval service and 

his memory. 

 

 If you were fortunate enough to purchase a USS Oregon (SSN-793) ball cap for $1.00 at this month’s 

meeting, be sure to pass along your thanks to Bob Walters.  Bob clearly went above and beyond, ordering 

these amazing, top-shelf hats and then generously donating them – to the tune of more than $500.00 – to 

the Base just so they could be offered to our members at that truly unbelievable price.  Bob, please accept 

our sincere thanks and gratitude for this incredibly generous act! 

 

Benediction:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  1955 

 

Sailing List: Agler; Brodie; Collins; Daniels; Duncan; Gabrio; Gatchel; Hudson; Jackson; Lindberg; W. Long; 

Lough; Price; Smith; Sumner; Turner; Vrooman; Walters; Webb 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alan 
 Alan C. Brodie 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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AAATTTTTTAAACCCKKK   SSSUUUBBB   UUUSSSSSS   BBBOOOIIISSSEEE   SSSEEETTT   FFFOOORRR   PPPRRRIIIVVVAAATTTEEE   YYYAAARRRDDD   

MMMAAAIIINNNTTTEEENNNAAANNNCCCEEE   IIINNN   222000111999   AAAFFFTTTEEERRR   PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   YYYAAARRRDDD   BBBAAACCCKKKLLLOOOGGG   

DDDEEEFFFEEERRRSSS   JJJOOOBBB   
Megan Eckstein | U.S. Naval Institute News | June 2, 2017 

 

Last week’s 2018 budget request lays 

the groundwork to get attack 

submarine USS Boise (SSN-764) into an 

overdue maintenance availability in 

2019, with a private shipyard taking 

over the maintenance effort to get 

the sub out of its two-year holding 

pattern. 

 

Boise has been used over and over 

again during this past year as the 

example of the Navy’s public 

shipyard backlog.  The four yards are 

struggling to get ballistic-missile 

submarines (SSBNs) out on time, with 

the aircraft carriers being the second 

priority – meaning the attack 

submarine fleet is facing the 

brunt of the backlog.  In the 

case of Boise, the Navy didn’t 

bother to keep the sub at the 

repair yard, allowing the sub’s 

dive certification to expire as it 

sat pier-side at Naval Station 

Norfolk.  On the other hand, in 

the case of USS Albany (SSN-

753), the other frequently used 

example, the attack sub 

entered the yard and spent 48 

months there instead of a 

planned 24, with the workforce 

distracted by SSBN and CVN 

work elsewhere in the yard. 

 

Now, according to Navy 

budget documents, “to help 

reduce [Naval Shipyard] workload 

and better align workload to 

capacity, FY 2018 funds planning for 

private sector submarine 

maintenance to reduce the impact 

to follow-on maintenance work. 

These efforts minimize the more 

expensive future execution of 

deferred current work, maximize 

utilization of private and public 

maintenance capacity, and support 

[the Navy’s Optimized Fleet Response 

Plan that outlines maintenance and 

deployment schedules].  Deferred 

maintenance in FY 2016 included the 

cancellation of the USS Boise 

maintenance availability due to 

insufficient capacity at the [Naval 

Shipyards].” 

 

Navy spokesman Lt. Seth Clarke told 

USNI News that “the Boise 

maintenance availability was 

originally scheduled for Norfolk Naval 

Shipyard in FY 2016 but was removed 

from the shipyard due to insufficient 

capacity to accomplish the work.  

Boise is now scheduled for a private 

shipyard availability in FY 2019.  The FY 

2018 budget includes $89 million for 

advanced planning for the Boise 

availability.” 

 

Naval Sea Systems Command 

(NAVSEA) Commander Vice Adm. 

Tom Moore told USNI News that 

Boise’s availability would be 

competitively bid between 

Huntington Ingalls’ Newport News 

Shipbuilding and General Dynamics 

Electric Boat, the two yards that build 

and maintain nuclear-powered 

submarines.  He said the yards didn’t 

have the capacity to take on 

another submarine maintenance 

availability earlier than 2019 – Electric 

Boat has USS Montpelier (SSN-765) 

and Newport News Shipbuilding has 

USS Columbus (SSN-762) – so the Navy

will devote 2018 funding to the Boise 

maintenance planning work and will 

fund the availability in 2019. 

 

A FY 2019 maintenance availability 

would amount to a 2 ½-to-3 ½ year 

delay in getting the attack submarine 

into its maintenance period.  Tack 

onto that a 1 ½ year period between 

when the sub returned home from its 

last deployment, in January 2015, 

and when it was originally set to go in 

for maintenance, and the result is 

that many sailors – including current 

Commanding Officer Cmdr. Chris 

Osborn – will serve a whole tour 

aboard the ship without 

deploying overseas. 

 

Navy testimony to lawmakers 

previously described the 

situation as having “reached a 

boiling point this past summer, 

when in order to balance our 

workload the Navy decided to 

defer a scheduled 

maintenance availability on 

USS Boise (SSN-764) that will 

effectively take her offline until 

2020 or later.” 

 

The Navy has not said how 

much it would cost to 

complete the Boise 

maintenance availability at a 

private yard but has previously 

acknowledged it costs quite a bit 

more – a decision that forces the 

service to balance its limited 

operations and maintenance dollars 

with the high combatant 

commander demand for attack 

submarines. 

 

Despite the higher cost of having the 

availabilities completed at private 

yards, the Navy may have to 

continue doing this in the future – 

albeit with more advanced planning 

and better communication with 

 

See “Public Yard Backlog,” Page 8) 
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The Los Angeles-class attack submarine USS Boise (SSN 764) enters 
Souda Bay, Greece, during a scheduled port visit on Dec. 23, 2014. 
(US Navy Photo) 



PPPUUUBBBLLLIIICCC   YYYAAARRRDDD   BBBAAACCCKKKLLLOOOGGG   
(Continued from Page 7) 

 

industry – due to the magnitude of the shipyard backlogs, 

Moore told USNI News after an event cohosted by the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies and the U.S. 

Naval Institute. 

 

“We always, going forward, want to keep this on the 

table as an option.  I want to prevent another Boise,” he 

said. 

 

“So as we grow the size of the workforce and we go look 

at all the submarine work we have on the plate, I’m trying 

to get out in front far enough in advance so I can go tell 

the [Chief of Naval Operations] and fleet commanders, ‘I 

don’t have the capacity at the naval shipyards,’ and 

then we can go talk to industry earlier than we’ve 

typically done before and what we’ve done with the 

Boise. If you look at the list of submarines out there, there 

are several cases where looking into the future we may 

have to go to industry earlier than we’ve done today.” 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MMMOOORRREEE   HHHUUUMMMAAANNN   RRREEEMMMAAAIIINNNSSS,,,   CCCLLLUUUEEESSS   FFFOOOUUUNNNDDD   IIINNN   CCCIIIVVVIIILLL   WWWAAARRR   

SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE'''SSS   CCCOOONNNSSSEEERRRVVVAAATTTIIIOOONNN      
Andreas Preuss | CNN | June 8, 2017    
 

More clues of the H. L. Hunley mystery 

are being revealed during conserva-

tion of the American Civil War submar-

ine.  

 

On Wednesday [June 7], researchers in 

a North Charleston, South Carolina, 

laboratory unveiled the crew 

compartment – which had been 

sealed by more than a century of 

ocean exposure and encrusted 

sediment.  

 

"It's that 'wow' moment when you 

step back and realize what you're 

doing," Johanna Rivera, one of 

the conservators, told CNN 

affiliate WCIV-TV in Charleston.  

 

The Confederate Navy's Hunley 

was the first submarine to sink a 

ship in battle, sending the USS 

Housatonic to the ocean floor in 

February 1864.  Five members of 

the Union vessel died; 150 others were 

rescued. But the Hunley also went 

down, with all eight crew members 

perishing.  

 

The conservation work, which started 

after the Hunley was raised in 2000, has 

finally exposed the sub's entire crank-

shaft – used to propel the vessel by 

hand.  

 

A tooth was found embedded in 

sediment on one of the crank handles. 

Officials said it wound up there "post-

mortem" after decomposition of one 

of the crew members.  

 

Inside, they also found remnants of 

textiles and a thin metal wrap around 

the hand crank – showing how the crew 

operated the sub.  

 

 

"When you're turning an iron bar in front 

of you, or below you, you're going to 

need something to keep your hands 

from chafing or rubbing them raw," 

archaeologist Michael Scafuri told 

WCIV.  
 

The new findings give insight into how 

the submarine was operated, but the 

biggest mystery is still unsolved -- why 

did it sink after its successful, bold 

attack?  An archaeological report 

issued earlier this year laid out six 

possible scenarios; a combination of 

factors may have doomed the

innovative submarine.  

 

One scenario holds that the Hunley was 

swamped by or struck by a Union 

vessel.  Or that it plunged to the 

seafloor to avoid detection and never 

made it back up.  A latch on the 

forward conning tower was found 

to be ajar.  

 

The Hunley's "torpedo" was 

attached to a spar.  The crew 

embedded it in the Housatonic's 

hull, and the charge was 

detonated.  It's possible the hull 

was breached by the explosion or 

the men were rendered 

unconscious at some point.  

 

Nearly all of the human remains 

were found where the men were 

at their stations, rather than 

jammed together at an escape 

hatch.  The remains were buried in 

2004.  

 

Work on the Hunley will continue for at 

least another five to seven years.  

 

Conservators have concentrated on 

painstakingly removing the sediment – 

or concretion – that was firmly attached 

to the Hunley's exterior and cramped 

interior.  

 

After the process is finished, the 

submarine will be moved to a museum 

for display, though details have not 

been worked out.  
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Conservation work, ongoing since 2000, continues on the H. L. 
Hunley in a Charleston, South Carolina laboratory. 



NNNAAAVVVYYY   AAADDDDDDSSS   SSSEEECCCOOONNNDDD   AAATTTTTTAAACCCKKK   SSSUUUBBB   TTTOOO   222000222111   PPPLLLAAANNNSSS;;;   

CCCOOONNNSSSIIIDDDEEERRRIIINNNGGG   TTTHHHRRREEEEEE   SSSSSSNNNSSS   IIINNN   FFFUUUTTTUUURRREEE   YYYEEEAAARRRSSS 
Megan Eckstein | U.S. Naval Institute News | May 24, 2017 

   

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Navy plans 

to buy a second Virginia-class attack 

submarine in Fiscal Year 2021 to keep 

the industrial base building two SSNs a 

year even during Columbia-class 

ballistic-missile submarine 

procurement, several Navy officials 

recently confirmed. 

 

Due to concerns about overwhelming 

the two sub construction yards – 

Huntington Ingalls Industries’ Newport 

News Shipbuilding and General 

Dynamics Electric Boat – with 

too much new work, as the 

Block V boats are set to 

include a new Virginia 

Payload Module section 

around the same time SSBN 

construction will begin, the 

Navy previously planned to 

buy just one SSN in years it also 

bought an SSBN.  Due to an 

impending attack sub shortfall, 

though, Navy plans have 

continued to up and up the 

amount of work that could 

come to the two builders. 

 

“In the past we had 

anticipated dropping down our 

submarine construction, our attack 

submarine construction, during years 

of the Columbia program 

procurement,” Acting Navy Secretary 

Sean Stackley told the Senate 

Appropriations defense subcommittee. 

 

“In fact, we intend to, and we’re 

laying the groundwork, to sustain [a] 

two submarine per year procurement 

rate – because that is our number-one 

shortfall.” 

 

Acting Navy acquisition chief Allison 

Stiller told the House Armed Services 

Seapower and Projection Forces 

subcommittee that the Navy officially 

added a second SSN in FY 2021, and 

that it could even add a third attack 

boat in 2022 and 2023 – the years in 

between the first and second 

Columbia-class boomer. 
 

 

 

 

Stiller explained that a Block V 

multiyear procurement contract is 

expected to cover ten ships from FY 

2019 to 2023.  Options could be added 

to that contract to cover additional 

submarines the Navy may choose to 

buy as its fleet buildup plans become 

clearer, pending a Pentagon defense 

strategy review this spring and summer.

“FY ‘22 and ‘23 are the years we are not 

building a Columbia, so those are years, 

when we looked at the future fleet plan, 

we identified that would be an 

opportunity to get to three a year,” she 

told the subcommittee. 

 

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John 

Richardson told USNI News after the 

Senate hearing that the Navy desired as 

many submarines as it could get without 

breaking the industrial base or breaking 

the bank. 

 

“As we look at our two 

submarine builders, Newport 

News and Electric Boat, we all 

want to build as much as that 

team can produce and that 

we can resource.  So that’s sort 

of the trade space.  We’ve 

done a lot of assessment of 

that industrial base, we think 

they can handle it but we 

don’t want to overload them, 

so finding that balance point,” 

he said. 

 

“I think the White Paper spoke 

pretty strongly to that; all of 

the assessments, both inside and 

outside the Navy, talked to the need for 

more shipbuilding, bigger Navy.  …And 

then there is kind of a consistent support 

or a declaration of the undersea part of 

the Navy.  So you put all those three 

things together and it’s hard to find a 

part of our Navy that we’re more 

committed to than that.” 
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USS Minnesota (SSN-783) under construction at Newport News Shipbuilding 
in 2012. (US Navy Photo) 
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The Canby Independence Day Celebration parade will begin promptly at 1000 on Tuesday, July 4th and last approximately one hour.  

We will muster no later than 0930 in the parade staging area located along NW 4th Avenue between N. Cedar and N. Elm Streets.  All 

participants must sign a waiver form (available on site) in order to participate.  Thinking about sticking around after the parade to enjoy 

the car show or some of the other activities scheduled for this year’s event?  Be sure to check out this link for information about the 

parade route, food and drink, fun events and activities, and more!  
 

 

 

Get-well wishes go out to our friends and Shipmates Mike Whitmarsh, who recently underwent vascular surgery to restore blood flow 

to his left foot; and to Bill Diltz, who took a tumble and injured some muscles.  Please be sure to take a moment from your busy 

schedules to offer your thoughts, prayers, and best wishes, not only for Mike and Bill as they convalesce, but for the good health and 

well-being of all our Shipmates, friends, and loved ones.                                 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

Collie Collins • Arlo Gatchel • Don Huston • Gerald Keffer •  
Ron Schumacher • Bob Toycen • Jack Warden • 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 
 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 
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For the Good of the Order 

http://canbyindependenceday.com/

