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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   
I would like to remind everyone that our annual Base picnic will be held on 
Saturday, August 12, 2017 from 1100 to 1500 at Clackamette Park in Oregon 
City.  Pulled pork, corn on the cob and soft drinks will be provided.  Please 
bring a dish to pass.   
 
I would like to give a shout out to two of our Blueback Base members.  First, 
despite having only been a member of the Blueback Base for two years, it’s 
always been evident that Dave Vrooman is the quintessential Submarine 
Veteran.  Recently, at his own personal expense, Dave traveled to Quonset 
Point, RI to attend the keel laying of the USS Oregon (SSN-793).  It was very 
interesting to hear about his trip and to actually see (and hold) a copy of the 
steel hull plate containing the initials of the Ship’s Sponsor, Dana Richardson 
that he received at the ceremony.  Thanks, Dave, for sharing your experience!   
 
For those who aren’t aware, the laying of the keel began back in the days of 
wooden ships.  It was believed to bring good luck to the ship during construction 
and to the captain and crew during her later life.  The ceremony included placing a newly minted coin under the keel 
and constructing the ship over it, with the youngest apprentice placing the coin.  When construction of the ship was 
finished, the owners would be presented with the oak block on which the keel was laid.  The keel laying is the first 
of four specially celebrated events during a ship’s life; the others are the launching, commissioning and the 
decommissioning. 
 
I would also like to thank Alan Brodie, who contacted the Submarine Memorial Association in Hackensack, NJ and 
took the lead in organizing a fundraising campaign to help preserve and restore the WWII-era submarine USS Ling 
(SS-297).   As a result of his efforts, more than $13,500 in donations has been received so far.  I think this is a 
great example of what the creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. is all about.  Thank you and well 
done, Alan! 
 
Hope to see you at the picnic!    
 
Fraternally, 
 

Bill 
William Long 
Base Commander 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   AAAUUUGGGUUUSSSTTT   
 

 

USS Bullhead (SS-332) 

Class:  BALAO Class 

Launched:  16 Jul 1944 

Commissioned:  4 Dec 1944  

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut  

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 6 August 1945 

84 Men Lost 

 
On 31 July 1945 Bullhead left Fremantle to commence her third 

war patrol.  Her orders were to patrol in a "wolfpack" with 

Capitaine (SS-336) and Puffer (SS-268) in the Java Sea until 5 

September and then head for Subic Bay in the Philippines.  

Bullhead reported on 6 August that she had passed through 

Lombok Strait.  That was the last word received from Bullhead.  

 

On 12 August Capitaine, planning to arrive on 13 August, 

ordered Bullhead to take position the following day in a 

scouting line with Capitaine and Puffer.  Receiving no reply, 

Capitaine reported on 15 August, "Have been unable to 

contact Bullhead by any means since arriving in area." 

 

Though it is difficult to determine precisely which of the many 

Japanese anti-submarine attacks was the one that sank 

Bullhead, one occurred on 6 August 1945 when an Imperial 

Japanese Army Air Force Mitsubishi Ki-51 attacked with depth 

charges.  It claimed two direct hits, and for ten minutes 

thereafter there was a great amount of gushing oil and air 

bubbles rising in the water.  Since the position given is very 

near the Bali coast, it is presumed that the proximity of 

mountain peaks shortened Bullhead's radar range and 

prevented her receiving a warning of the plane's approach.   

 

Bullhead received two Battle Stars for her World War II service. 

 

 
USS Flier (SS-250) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  11 Jul 1943 

Commissioned:  18 Oct 1943 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 13 August 1944  

79 Men Lost 

 
During her first war patrol on 13 June 1944, Flier attacked a 

convoy of 11 ships, cargo carriers and tankers, guarded by at 

least six escorts.  The alert behavior of the escorts during the 

attack resulted in a severe counterattack on Flier before she 

could observe what damage she had done to the convoy.  

On 22 June, she began a long chase after another large 

convoy, scoring four hits for six torpedoes fired at two cargo 
ships that day, and three hits for four torpedoes launched 

against another cargo ship of the same convoy the next day.

Flier put in to Fremantle, Australia to refit between 5 July and 2 

August 1944, then sailed on her second war patrol, bound for 

the coast of Indochina.  At about 2200 on 13 August while 

transiting Balabac Strait on the surface, she struck a mine.  Flier 

sank in a matter of minutes, yet 14 officers and men were able 

to clamber out.  Eight of the 14 reached the beach at 

Mantangula Island after 17 hours in the water.  Friendly natives 

guided them to a coast-watcher who arranged for them to be 

picked up by submarine, and on the night of 30–31 August, 

they were taken on board USS Redfin. 

  

Flier received one battle star for World War II service.  In her 

single war patrol she is credited with having sunk 10,380 tons of 

Japanese shipping. 
 

 

USS S-39 (SS-144) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  2 Jul 1919 

Commissioned:  14 Sep 1923 

Builder:  Bethlehem Shipbuilding  

Corp., San Francisco, California 

Length: 219’ 3”  

Beam:    20’ 9” 

Lost on 13 August 1942  

No Loss of Life 

 
S-39’s fifth war patrol, delayed twice by mechanical failures 

and once by the necessity of hospitalizing her executive 

officer, began on 10 August 1942.  Assigned station off New 

Ireland, she made her way across the Coral Sea to the 

Louisiades.  On the night of 13 August, S-39 grounded on 

submerged rocks off Rossel Island and took on a 35° port list.   

S-39 immediately blew ballast tanks dry and jettisoned fuel to 

lighten the ship, then ordered a back emergency bell, but to 

no avail.  Heavy seas pounded her and pushed her farther up 

on the rocks. 

 

Throughout the day on 14 August, 15–20 foot breakers crashed 

over the submarine but the crew maintained its fight to refloat 

the ship, including jettisoning more fuel and firing four 

deactivated torpedoes.  By 15 August, the list had increased 

to 60°.  The heavy seas had not abated; S-39 continued to be 

pounded against the rocks, and a call for help brought word 

that the Australian minesweeper HMAS Katoomba was 

coming.  Efforts were begun to rescue the crew.  Lieutenant 

C.N.G. Hendrix and Chief Petty Officer W. L. Schoenrock swam 

ashore, secured mooring lines to a torpedo which had lodged 

in the reef for use as riding lines, and assisted other crew 

members to safety.  By noon, 32 men had reached shore.  

Shortly thereafter, Katoomba arrived and by noon the 

following day had taken all of the crew of S-39 on board.  

 

S-39 was left on the rocks as her commanding officer was 

satisfied she would continue breaking up.  Her crew was taken 

to Townsville and reassigned to other submarines. 

 
 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of August,” Page 3) 
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BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   JJJUUULLLYYY   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 

USS Harder (SS-257) 

Class:  GATO Class 

Launched:  19 Aug 1942 

Commissioned:  2 Dec 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 24 August 1944  

79 Men Lost 

 
Harder, accompanied by USS Hake (SS-256) and USS 

Haddo (SS-255), departed Fremantle on 5 August 1944 for her 

sixth and final war patrol.  Assigned to the South China Sea off 

Luzon, the wolf pack headed northward.  On 21 August Harder 

and Haddo joined Ray (SS-271), Guitarro (SS-363), and 

Raton (SS-270) in a coordinated attack against a convoy off 

Palawan Bay, Mindoro.  The Japanese lost four passenger-

cargo marus, one credited to Harder. 

 

Early the next day, Harder and Haddo attacked and destroyed 

three coastal defense vessels off Bataan, Harder sinking frigates 

Matsuwa and Hiburi; then, joined by Hake that night, they 

headed for Caiman Point, Luzon.  At dawn on 23 August 

Haddo attacked and fatally damaged Asakaze off Cape 

Bolinao.  Enemy trawlers towed the stricken destroyer to Dasol 

Bay and Haddo, her torpedoes expended, informed Harder 

and Hake of the attack and left the wolf-pack for 

replenishment at Biak. 

 

Harder and Hake remained off Dasol Bay, searching for new 

targets. Before dawn on 24 August they identified what they 

thought was a Japanese minesweeper and the three-stack 

Siamese destroyer Phra Ruang.  As Hake closed to attack, the 

destroyer turned away toward Dasol Bay. Hake broke off her 

approach, turned northward, and sighted Harder's periscope 

about 600–700 yards (550–640 m) dead ahead.  Swinging 

southward, Hake then sighted the CD-22 about 2,000 yards 

(1,800 m) off her port quarter swinging toward them. To escape 

the charging escort, Hake started deep and rigged for silent 

running.  At 0728 she heard 15 rapid depth charges explode in 

the distance astern.  She continued evasive action that 

morning, then returned to the general area of the attack shortly 

after noon.  She swept the area at periscope depth but found 

only a ring of marker buoys covering a radius of one-half mile. 

 

The vigorous depth charge attack had ended the career of 

Harder with all hands.  The Japanese report of the attack 

concluded that "much oil, wood chips, and cork floated in the 

vicinity." 

 

Dubbed "Hit 'Em Again, Harder," she had wreaked havoc 

among Japanese shipping.  Her record of aggressive and 

daring exploits became almost legendary.  

 

Harder received six battle stars and the Presidential Unit Citation 

for her World War II service. 

 

USS Cochino (SS-345) 

Class:  BALAO Class 

Launched:  20 Apr 1945 

Commissioned:  25 Aug 1945 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length:  311’ 9”  

Beam:     27’ 3” 

Lost on 26 August 1949  

7 Men Lost 

 

Cochino joined the U.S Atlantic Fleet, cruising East Coast and 

Caribbean Sea waters from her home port of Key West, Florida.  

On 18 July 1949, she put to sea for a cruise to Britain and Arctic 

operations.  Her group ran through a violent polar gale off 

Norway and the jolting received by Cochino due to the heavy 

sea state wreaked havoc, causing an electrical fire and 

battery explosion on 25 August followed by the generation of 

both hydrogen and chlorine gases. 

 

Defying the most unfavorable weather conditions possible, 

Rear Admiral (then Captain) Rafael Benítez (1917–1999), 

commander of Cochino, and his men fought for 14 hours to 

save the submarine, displaying extraordinary seamanship and 

courage.  But a second battery explosion on 26 August 

necessitated orders to abandon ship and Cochino sank quickly 

thereafter.  The crew of USS Tusk, operating in company with 

Cochino, rescued all of Cochino’s men except for Robert 

Wellington Philo, a civilian engineer.  In addition, six crew 

members assigned to Tusk were lost during the rescue. 

  

Cochino is one of four United States Navy submarines to be lost 

since the end of World War II.  
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August 7 .................................................................................................................................................... National Purple Heart Day  

 

August 12 ................................................................................... Base Meeting/Picnic (1100 at Clackamette Park, Oregon City) 

 

August 14 ............................................................................................... VJ Day - 72nd Anniversary of Japanese Surrender, WWII  

 

August 24 ........................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

September 1-6 ......................................................................................................... USSVI National Convention (Orlando, Florida) 

 

September 4 ........................................................................................................................................................................ Labor Day 

 

September 11 ........................................................................................ Patriot Day/National Day of Service and Remembrance  

 

September 14 ........................................................................... Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland) 

 

September 15 .......................................................................................................................... National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

 

September 24 ................................................................................................................................................ Gold Star Mothers’ Day  

 

September 28 .................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

October 9 ..................................................................................................................................................................... Columbus Day 

 

October 12 ................................................................................ Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland)  

 

October 13 ............................................................................................................. 242nd Birthday of the United States Navy (1775) 

 

October 26 ......................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

October 31 .......................................................................................................................................................................... Halloween 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

           
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 4 

https://purpleheartfoundation.org/about-us/blog/2015/08/purple-heart-day-day-celebrate-courage-and-sacrifice-combat-wounded-veterans/
http://www.historynet.com/v-j-day-1945-the-world-rejoices.htm
http://www.ussviconvention.org/2017/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/patriot-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/pow-mia-recognition-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/gold-star-mothers-day
http://usafederalholidays.com/columbus-day/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/navy-birthday
http://www.history.com/topics/halloween


BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
13 July 2017 

 
1745 E-Board Meeting called to order by Base Commander Bill Long.  Present were Commander Long; Vice 

Commander Jay Agler; Past Commander George Hudson; Secretary Alan Brodie; Treasurer Scott Duncan; 

Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel; and Trustee Gary Webb.  Discussed the Commander’s Plan of the Day.  

Discussed updating the Base’s Constitution and Bylaws which were approved in 2009.  Discussed, signed 

and executed the Storage Rental Agreement relating to the pole barn which will be used for storage of the 

Base’s parade float and trailer, along with the need to organize a working party for maintenance and 

upkeep of the float.  Discussed the upcoming Base picnic at Clackamette Park scheduled for 12 August 

2017.  Bills were presented, approved, and ordered to be paid.   The meeting was adjourned at 1837. 

  

1900 Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander Bill Long. 

 

 Invocation:  Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Flag Salute:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

 Tolling of Lost Boats:  Commander Bill Long/Vice Commander Jay Agler 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

Introductions  

 

Secretary’s Report:  Base Secretary Alan Brodie  

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Scott Duncan  

 

Commander’s Report:   

 

 Commander Long discussed the Base’s participation in the Canby Independence Day Celebration 

parade on the 4th of July.  Although participation was down somewhat this year, the weather was great, 

the crowd was enthusiastic, the float was a big hit, and those in attendance had a great time.   

 

 The volunteer working party has completed preparing the site for construction of the pole barn on Gary 

Webb’s property, ½ of which will be designated for storage of the Base’s parade float and trailer.   The 

framing is more than 90% complete, and all that is left to be done is to complete the remaining framing 

and installing the tin to complete the structure.  A date for the work to be completed will be 

forthcoming soon; all hands are encouraged to bear a hand if able to assist in the completion of this 

project. 

 

 Commander Long reminded everyone about the August meeting and annual Base picnic which will 

take place at Clackamette Park in Oregon City on Saturday, 12 July 2017 from 1100 to 1500.  This is 

always a fun event, and this year should be no different.  All hands are invited to come and enjoy a 

great meal and some even greater fun and fellowship! 

 

Old Business:    

 

 The USS Portland commissioning efforts are in full swing, and members of the Blueback Base are invited 

and encouraged to participate in this effort alongside the local Navy League.  The commissioning will 

take place in Portland sometime around April 2018.  Details to follow as soon as they become known.  

 

50/50 Break:  Russel Parker was the winner of the 50/50 drawing.  This month’s winning share was $16.00. 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 
New Business:   

 

 Commander Long announced that he is soliciting volunteers to serve on the Nomination Committee in 

anticipation of upcoming Base elections as required by the Base Constitution and Bylaws.  George Hudson 

and Tom Lindberg graciously volunteered to serve in this capacity.  George Hudson will serve as the 

Nomination Committee Chairperson.  Thanks to both George and Tom for stepping up to fill these 

important roles.   

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 Dave Vrooman discussed his trip to the Electric Boat facility at Quonset Point, Rhode Island to attend the 

keel laying ceremony for the future USS Oregon (SSN-793).  In addition to sharing a photo of the initial Pre-

Commissioning crew, Dave also distributed copies of the keel laying ceremony program which included a 

biography of the ship’s sponsor Dana L. Richardson, Oregon native and wife of Chief of Naval Operations 

Admiral John M. Richardson, along with a commemorative plaque showing Mrs. Richardson’s initials 

welded into a steel plate (the original of which will be welded into Oregon’s hull). 

 

 Bob Sumner mentioned the availability of new leather belts with a choice of either Gold or Silver dolphin 

buckles which are available for purchase through the Base Storekeeper as shown on Page 37 of the 

American Submariner magazine on the USSVI National web site.   

 

 A motion was made, seconded and passed to purchase an additional eight dozen (96) USS Oregon (SSN-

793) ball caps to be sold, with profits to help support the Base’s efforts to raise funds to attend the boat’s 

commissioning. 

 

 Commander Long is soliciting a volunteer to coordinate this year’s Silent Auction which is traditionally held 

in December at the Blueback Base Christmas party.  Anyone interested is encouraged to contact 

Commander Long or any member of the Executive Board.  

 

Benediction:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  1945 

 

Sailing List: Aban; Agler; Brodie; Diltz; Duncan; Durkee; Gatchel; Hudson; Jackson; Lindberg; W. Long; B. Musa; 

Parker; Sumner; Tanner; Turner; Vrooman; Walters; Webb 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alan 
 Alan C. Brodie 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   UUUSSSSSS   OOORRREEEGGGOOONNN’’’SSS   BBBUUUIIILLLDDDEEERRRSSS   GGGEEETTT   UUUNNNDDDEEERRRWWWAAAYYY   
Jennifer McDermott | Associated Press | July 8, 2017 

 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The keel of 

the nation’s 20th Virginia-class 

attack submarine named for 

Oregon was laid Saturday at the 

manufacturing plant for General 

Dynamics’ Electric Boat. 

 

The milestone marks the 

ceremonial beginning of a ship’s 

construction. Modern submarines 

do not have a traditional keel 

that runs the length of the ship 

because they are built in 

modules.  Instead, at the event, 

the submarine’s sponsor wrote her 

initials in chalk on a metal plate 

for a welder to inscribe and to be 

mounted on the submarine. 

 

The future USS Oregon is 

expected to cost about $2.7 

billion and be delivered to the 

Navy in November 2019. 

 

“Oregon is going to be put to 

work the minute it’s launched 

because the demand signal is at 

the highest level,” said U.S. Rep. 

Joe Courtney, a Connecticut 

Democrat. 

 

The keel-laying comes at a time 

when many in Congress and in 

the military are eager to get more 

submarines into the fleet.  Groton, 

Connecticut-based Electric Boat 

and Newport News Shipbuilding in 

Virginia have an agreement to 

build two attack submarines 

annually. 

 

The House and Senate Armed 

Services Committees have each 

approved bills to authorize 

building three submarines instead 

of two in some years, and also 

authorize additional funding to 

prepare for the increased work. 

 
 

“ 

It’s really a robust, bipartisan 

recognition that submarines are 

the stealthiest, strongest and most 

survivable among most of our 

naval assets,” said U.S. Sen. 

Richard Blumenthal, a 

Connecticut Democrat. 

 

The Oregon is one of a group of 

submarines with design changes, 

so the submarines will need one 

less period in the shipyard for 

maintenance over their lifespan, 

according to the Navy. 

 

Consequently, these submarines 

will be able to do one additional 

deployment over their lifespans, 

amounting to a total of fifteen 

deployments. 

 

For centuries, U.S. Navy ships have 

had female sponsors who christen 

the vessels.  It is said that the 

sponsor’s spirit and presence 

guides the ship throughout its life.  

Public officials and wives of senior 

naval officers serve as sponsors for 

many of the ships named after 

places. 

 

Oregon’s sponsor is Dana 

Richardson, wife of Adm. John 

Richardson, the Chief of Naval 

Operations and a submariner.  

 

Richardson, a native of Corvallis, 

said she wants to use what she’s 

learned over 35 years as a military 

spouse to help sailors and their 

families.  She said their unique 

way of life is rewarding, but also 

challenging. 
 

 
 

“We already have a pretty big 

family, five kids, but I feel like now 

I’m gaining a bigger family,” she 

said.  “My family is expanding to 

include dedicated, committed 

sailors and their families, and I’m 

looking forward to being a part of 

their lives.” 
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This photo provided by the US Navy shows ship’s sponsor Dana 

Richardson inscribing her initials with chalk on the Oregon keel 

Saturday, July 8, 2017, in North Kingstown, RI. (US Navy via AP) 

 
 



DDDEEEPPPAAARRRTTTMMMEEENNNTTT   OOOFFF   DDDEEEFFFEEENNNSSSEEE   EEEXXXTTTEEENNNDDDSSS   OOONNNLLLIIINNNEEE   MMMIIILLLIIITTTAAARRRYYY   

EEEXXXCCCHHHAAANNNGGGEEE   SSSHHHOOOPPPPPPIIINNNGGG   PPPRRRIIIVVVIIILLLEEEGGGEEESSS   TTTOOO   VVVEEETTTEEERRRAAANNNSSS   
 

The Department of Defense announced a policy 

change that will extend limited online military 

exchange shopping privileges to all honorably 

discharged veterans of the military. 

 

The Veterans online 

shopping benefit will be 

effective this Veterans 

Day, November 11, 2017. 

 

While shopping privileges 

exclude the purchase of 

uniforms, alcohol and 

tobacco products, it 

includes the Exchange 

Services’ dynamic online 

retail environment known 

so well to service 

members and their 

families.  This policy 

change follows careful 

analysis, coordination and strong public support.  

 

“We are excited to provide these benefits to 

honorably discharged veterans to recognize their 

service and welcome them home to their military 

family,” said Peter Levine, performing the duties for 

the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and 

Readiness.  

 

“In addition, this initiative represents a low-risk, low-

cost opportunity to help fund Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation programs in support of service members’ 

and their families’ quality of life.  And it’s just the right 

thing to do,” Levine added.  

 

The online benefit will 

also strengthen the 

exchanges’ online 

businesses to better 

serve current patrons. 

Inclusion of honorably 

discharged veterans 

would conservatively 

double the exchanges’ 

online presence, 

thereby improving the 

experience for all 

patrons through 

improved vendor 

terms, more compete-

tive merchandise assortments, and improved effic-

iencies, according to DoD officials. 

 

“As a nation, we are grateful for the contributions of 

our service members.  Offering this lifetime online 

benefit is one small, tangible way the nation can say, 

‘Thank you’ to those who served with honor,” Levine 

said.  
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BINNACLE LIST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USSVI National/Local Base Dues 
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The Blueback Base is seeking volunteers to fill the positions of Ways and Means Chairperson and Base Storekeeper/Small 

Stores Boss.  Anyone interested in serving in either of these important positions is encouraged to contact any member of 

the Executive Board.  

 

Happy Anniversary wishes go out to Scott and Kathleen Duncan, who recently celebrated fifty years of wedded bliss.  

Congratulations, you two lovebirds! 
 

 

 
 

Get well wishes go out to our friend and shipmate Ron Park, who is bravely battling an undisclosed illness.  Please take a 

moment from your busy schedules to offer your thoughts, prayers, and best wishes not only for Ron, but for the good 

health and well-being of all our Shipmates, friends, and loved ones. 
                           

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

Ed Aban • Jack Dent • Scott Duncan • William Gabrio • Jesse Harmon  
Garth Lascink •Tom Lindberg • John Mailho • Keith Miller • Doug Parks  

David Powell • Gregory Tanner • LeRoy Vick • Dave Vrooman 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Annual Membership National Blueback Base 

One-Year Term $25 $15 

Three-Year Term $70 $45 

Five-Year Term $115 $75 
 

Life Membership National Blueback Base 

Age 45 and Under $500 $300 

Age 46-55 $400 $250 

Age 56-65 $300 $200 

Age 66-75 $200 $150 

Age 76 and older $100 $50 
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For the Good of the Order 



 
 
Bits and Pieces  

Canby Independence Day Celebration – the crew is assembled! The Blueback Base parade float in all her splendor 

Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel works the crowd into a frenzy PCU Oregon (SSN-793) Keel Laying Ceremony, Quonset Point, RI;         
Ship’s Sponsor Dana Richardson poses with the Oregon’s crew 

Dave Vrooman with PCU Oregon’s XO LCDR 
Justin Ivancic and CO CDR Dan Patrick 

Dave enjoys a “photo-op” with Ship’s Sponsor     
Dana Richardson and Chief of Naval Operations  

ADM John Richardson 
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