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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   
Hello All,  
 
It is November, and as is the case every November it’s time for elections for the 
Blueback Base's E-Board.  We still are in need of a nominee for Secretary.  We also need 
to fill other appointed positions including the Newsletter Editor, Ways and Means 
Officer, and Base Chaplain.  These positions are vital in maintaining our Base’s functions 
and will result in a big loss if not filled.  If anyone wishes to step up, please contact me or 
any other E-board member.   
 

Our monthly meeting in December will be our annual Christmas party at the Monarch 
Hotel in Clackamas.  Once again we will be holding a silent auction.  Our Small Stores 
Boss, Woody Turner and I will be collecting donations for this year’s auction.  We have 
several great items that were donated for last year’s cancelled Christmas party auction.  
If you have any items you would like to donate, bring them to the November meeting or 
bring them along the night of the Christmas party.  
 

Past Commander George Hudson had a great idea to visit the Oregon Veterans Home in The Dalles.  The Veterans Home is in 
need of items such as clocks, DVDs, DVD players, electric razors, soda pop, clothing, snacks, etc.  We are planning to send a 
small group to the Veterans Home to see what, if anything, we can do for them as a Base.  I believe it would be a great idea 
for the Base to consider donating items for the Home’s residents.  Hopefully we will have more information to present to 
the membership at our November meeting.    
 

Happy Veterans Day to all my Brothers and Sisters; I thank you not only for myself but for my family as well.  If not for you 
and our brothers and sisters who served before us we would not possess many of the freedoms we enjoy today.  And, as 
most of you know, the majority of our fellow citizens feel the same way.  When I wear my Submarine Veterans hat 
(although some get it confused with the Marine Corps!) I can't tell you how many times I get stopped and thanked for my 
service, as I’m sure you do as well.  For the last few years, more and more businesses are offering either free or considerably 
discounted services for veterans on Veterans Day.  Great Clips gives free haircuts (If you don't need a haircut, just go in on 
Veterans Day and get a rain check).  Applebee’s, IHOP, Red Robin, Denny's, Olive Garden, and Red Lobster, to name just a 
few, are also among the many merchants who participate.    
 

I hope to see you at our November meeting! 
 

Fraternally, 

Bill 
William Long 
Base Commander 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   NNNOOOVVVEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
 

 

USS Albacore (SS-218) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  17 Feb 1942 

Commissioned:  1 Jun 1942  

Builder:  Electric Boat Co., 

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 7 November 1944 

85 Men Lost 

 
USS Albacore left Pearl Harbor on 24 October 1944, Lieutenant 

Commander Hugh Raynor Rimmer, U.S. Naval Academy Class of 

1937, in command.  She topped off her fuel tanks at Midway Island 

on 28 October and was never heard from again.  

 

According to Japanese records captured after the war, a 

submarine presumed to be Albacore struck a naval mine very 

close to the shore off northeastern Hokkaidō on 7 November 1944. 

A Japanese patrol boat witnessed the explosion of a submerged 

submarine and saw a great deal of heavy oil, cork, bedding, and 

food supplies rise to the surface.  On 21 December, Albacore was 

presumed lost.  Her name was stricken from the Naval Vessel 

Register on 30 March 1945. 

 

Albacore holds the distinction of sinking the most warship tonnage 

of any U.S. submarine.  During the war, she was credited with 

sinking 13 Japanese ships (including two destroyers, a light cruiser, 

and the aircraft carrier Taihō) and damaging another five.  In 

addition to being awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, Albacore 

received nine battle stars for her service in World War II. 

 

USS Growler (SS-215) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  22 Nov 1941 

Commissioned:  20 Mar 1942 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:   27’ 3” 

Lost on 8 November 1944  

86 Men Lost 

 

USS Growler’s 11th and final war patrol began out of Fremantle on 

20 October 1944 in a wolf pack with USS Hake (SS-256) and USS 

Hardhead (SS-365).  On 8 November the wolf pack, headed by 

Growler, closed a convoy for attack with Growler on the opposite 

side of the enemy from Hake and Hardhead.   The order to 

commence attacking was the last communication ever received 

from Growler.  

 

After the attack was underway, Hake and Hardhead heard what 

sounded like a torpedo explosion and then a series of depth 

charges on Growler’s side of the convoy, followed by silence.  All 

efforts to contact Growler for the next three days proved futile.  

 

Although it is possible that Growler was sunk by one of her own 

torpedoes, it is probable that the convoy's escorts, the Japanese 

destroyer Shigure, and frigates Chiburi and CD-19, sank her.  The 

submarine, a veteran of seven successful war patrols, was 

ultimately listed as lost in action against the enemy, cause 

unknown.   

 

Growler received eight battle stars for her World War II service.

USS Scamp (SS-277) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  20 Jul 1942 

Commissioned:  18 Sep 1942 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 11 November 1944  

83 Men Lost 

 

Following a thorough overhaul after completing her seventh war 

patrol, USS Scamp departed from Pearl Harbor on her eighth and 

final war patrol on 16 October 1944.  She fueled at Midway Island 

on 20 October, then set a course for the Bonin Islands.   

 

On 9 November, Scamp acknowledged a message changing her 

patrol area.  At that time she reported her position to be about 150 

miles (240 km) north of the Bonin Islands with all 24 torpedoes 

aboard and 77,000 gallons of fuel remaining.  

 

On 14 November, Scamp was ordered to take up the life guard 

station off Tokyo Bay in support of B-29 Superfortress bomber strikes, 

but failed to acknowledge the message.  Scamp was never heard 

from again.  From records available after the war it appears that 

Scamp was sighted by Japanese planes and was reportedly 

depth charged by the Japanese warship Kaibokan to the south of 

Tokyo Bay on 11 November 1944.  

 

Scamp was struck from the Naval Vessel Register on 28 April 1945.  

She was awarded seven battle stars for her World War II service. 

 
USS Corvina (SS-226) 

Class:  Gato Class 

Launched:  9 May 1943 

Commissioned:  6 Aug 1943 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 311’ 9”  

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 16 November 1943  

82 Men Lost 

 
Following her commissioning on 6 August 1943, USS Corvina 

cleared New London, Connecticut on 18 September 1943 and 

arrived at Pearl Harbor on 14 October 1943 for service in the 

Pacific theater of operations.  She put out from Pearl Harbor on her 

maiden war patrol on 4 November, topped off her fuel tanks at 

Johnston Island two days later, and was never heard from again. 

 

Corvina’s assignment had been a dangerous one: to patrol as 

closely as possible to the heavily guarded stronghold of Truk and 

to intercept any Japanese sortie endangering the forthcoming 

American invasion of the Gilbert Islands. 

 

Japanese records report that Japanese submarine I-176 launched 

three torpedoes at an enemy submarine south of Truk at latitude 

5° 50' N, longitude 151° 10' E. on 16 November, claiming two hits 

which resulted in the explosion of the target.  The loss of Corvina 

with her entire crew of 82 was announced on 14 March 1944, 

making Corvina the only American submarine to be sunk by a 

Japanese submarine in the entire war. 
 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of November,” Page 3) 
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BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   NNNOOOVVVEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 
USS Sculpin (SS-191) 

Class:  Sargo Class 

Launched:  27 Jul 1938 

Commissioned:  16 Jan 1939 

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 310’ 6”  

Beam:  26’ 10” 

Lost on 19 November 1943  

63 Men Lost 

 

Following a brief overhaul at Pearl Harbor, Sculpin departed 

Hawaii on 5 November 1943.  Ordered to patrol north of Truk, she 

was to intercept and attack Japanese forces leaving Truk to 

oppose the forthcoming invasion of Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands.   

 

Sculpin and two other submarines were to form a wolf pack to 

make coordinated attacks on the enemy, with either Searaven or 

Apogon.  Captain John P. Cromwell, who had been fully briefed 

on the Tarawa operation, was on board Sculpin to coordinate wolf 

pack operations. 

 

After refueling at Johnston Island on 7 November, Sculpin 

proceeded to her assigned station.  On 29 November, Captain 

Cromwell was ordered to activate the wolf pack.  When the 

submarine failed to acknowledge, the message was repeated 48 

hours later.  The submarine was presumed lost on 30 December 

and was stricken from the Naval Vessel Register on 25 March 1944. 

 

The account of Sculpin’s final patrol was given by the surviving 

members of her crew who were liberated from Japanese POW 

camps after V-J Day.  On 16 November, Sculpin had arrived on 

station and had made radar contact with a large, high-speed 

convoy on the night of 18 November.  Making a fast end run on 

the surface to attack on the morning of 19 November, she was in 

firing position but was forced to dive when the convoy and its 

escorts zigged toward her.  When the Japanese task force 

changed course, Sculpin surfaced to make another run but was 

discovered by the Japanese destroyer Yamagumo which the 

convoy commander had left behind, only 600 yards away, for just 

this eventuality.  

 

Although Sculpin escaped the first salvo of depth charges, a 

second string of "ash cans" knocked out her depth gauge and 

caused considerable damage, including temporary loss of depth 

control.  As a result, Sculpin ran beyond safe depth so that many 

leaks developed in the hull.  So much water entered that the 

submarine was forced to run at high speed just to maintain depth.  

 

The submarine’s commanding officer, Commander Fred 

Connaway, decided to surface and give the crew of the doomed 

vessel a chance for survival.  With her decks still awash, Sculpin’s 

gunners manned the deck guns but were no match for the 

destroyer’s main battery.  A shell hit the conning tower and killed 

the bridge watch, including Connaway, and flying fragments killed 

the gun crew, including gunnery officer Lieutenant Joseph 

Defrees, the son of the ship's sponsor.  

 

The ship’s senior surviving officer, Lieutenant George E. Brown, 

ordered Sculpin abandoned and scuttled.  Before he opened the 

vents, he informed Captain Cromwell.  Fearing he might reveal the 

plans for the Tarawa invasion under the influence of torture or 

drugs, Cromwell refused to leave the stricken submarine, giving his 

life to escape capture.  He was posthumously awarded the Medal 

of Honor for his act of heroism and devotion to country.  

 

Forty-two of Sculpin’s crew were picked up by Yamagumo.  One 

badly wounded sailor was thrown back in the sea because of his 

condition.  The survivors were questioned at the Japanese naval 

base at Truk, then were embarked on two aircraft carriers that 

were returning to Japan.  

 

The carrier Chuyo carried 21 of the survivors in her hold.  On 2 

December, Chuyo was torpedoed and sunk by USS Sailfish; twenty 

of the American prisoners perished.  One man, George Rocek, was 

saved when he was able to grab hold of a ladder on the side of a 

passing Japanese destroyer and haul himself on board.  

 

The remaining 21 survivors arrived at the Ōfuna POW camp in 

Japan on 5 December and after further questioning were sent to 

work in the Ashio copper mines for the duration of the war. 

 

Sculpin was awarded eight battle stars for her service in World War 

II, in addition to receiving the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation. 

She ended the war with a total of three confirmed ships sunk for a 

total of 9,835 tons.  
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November 5 ............................................................................................................................................ Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 

November 7 ..................................................................................................................................................................... Election Day 

 

November 9 .............................................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland) 

 

November 10 .............................................................................................................................................Veterans Day (Observed) 

 

November 11 ...................................................................... 2017 Lough Legacy Veterans Day Parade (1100 at Fort Vancouver) 

 

November 16 ..................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

November 23 .......................................................................................................................................................... Thanksgiving Day 

 

December 7 .................................................................................................................................. Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

 

December 14 .............................................. Base Meeting/Christmas Party (1700 at the Monarch Hotel, Clackamas, Oregon) 

 

December 16 ....................................................................................................................... National Wreaths Across America Day 

 

December 24 .................................................................................................................................................................Christmas Eve 

 

December 25 ................................................................................................................................................................ Christmas Day 

 

December 28 ..................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

December 31 .............................................................................................................................................................. New Year's Eve 

 

January 1 ................................................................................................................................................................... New Year's Day 

 

January 11 ................................................................................ Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland) 

 

January 15 ................................................................................................................................................ Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

January 25 ......................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
12 October 2017 

 
1748 E-Board Meeting called to order by Commander Bill Long.  Members present were:  Commander Bill Long; 

Secretary Alan Brodie; Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel; Immediate Past Base Commander George Hudson; and 

Trustee Gary Webb.  Reviewed the Commander’s Plan of the Day.  Discussed the establishment of a Bylaws 

Committee to review the draft of the revised Blueback Base Combined Constitution and Bylaws.  Discussed the 

upcoming elections for Base Secretary, Base Treasurer, and Trustee.  At present, there are no candidates for 

Base Secretary on the ballot.  Discussed seeking volunteers interested in serving as Base Chaplain, Ways and 

Means Officer and Newsletter Editor, as well as an individual to coordinate the Silent Auction at the Base’s 

Christmas Party in December.  Bills were presented and ordered to be paid.  Meeting adjourned at 1815. 

 

1900 Blueback Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander Bill Long. 

 

 Invocation:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Flag Salute:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

 Tolling the Boats:  Base Secretary Alan Brodie/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

 Introductions:  All 

 

 Secretary’s Report:  Base Secretary Alan Brodie 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Scott Duncan   

  

Base Commander’s Report:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

Old Business: 

 

 Commander Long once again solicited volunteers to fill the positions of Ways and Means Officer, Chaplain, 

and Newsletter Editor, as well as a volunteer to coordinate the Silent Auction at this year’s Christmas Party.   

 

 Commander Long reminded all hands that elections will be held in November to fill the positions of Base 

Secretary, Base Treasurer, and Trustee.  He indicated that at present there are no nominations for the 

Secretary’s position and encouraged members to either self-nominate or submit names in nomination for 

this position as soon as possible so ballots can be finalized and distributed. 

 

 Commander Long reminded all hands that the 31st Annual Lough Legacy Veterans Day Parade at Fort 

Vancouver will begin promptly at 1100 on Saturday, November 11th.  Shipmate Steve Daniels has 

volunteered to pull the trailer and parade float.  All hands are strongly encouraged to attend and 

participate.  This year’s parade will have a new route. 

 

 Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel reminded anyone interested in attending the USS Oregon (SSN-793) 

commissioning ceremony in 2019/2020 to sign up in order to ensure they are added to the Navy’s official 

invitation list.  Arlo also invited interested personnel to sign up for membership in the Submarine Veterans for 

USS Oregon that is currently forming.  Members who possess qualifying “War Veteran” status are especially 

encouraged to join the organization. 

 
50/50 Break 

 

New Business: 

 

 Commander Long solicited volunteers to serve on the Bylaws Committee to review the August 2017 draft of 

a new Combined Constitution and Bylaws for the Blueback Base.  In addition to Commander Long, Dave 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 

Vrooman, Dylan McComiskey and George Hudson volunteered to serve on the Bylaws Committee. 

 

 Commander Long also solicited a volunteer to research potential venues for the annual Submarine 

Birthday luncheon that will be held in April 2018.  Anyone interested is asked to notify Commander Long or 

any member of the Executive Board. 

 

 Commander Long discussed the possibility of the Blueback Base making donations of needed health, 

welfare and comfort supplies to the residents of the Oregon Veterans Home located in The Dalles, Oregon.  

Not only is there an ongoing need for such supplies, but as Commander Long pointed out, such 

contributions are in keeping with the USSVI creed.  Commander Long will reach out to the staff at the 

Oregon Veterans Home to arrange a visit in the near future; please let him know via email if you would like 

to participate in this visit, schedule permitting.   

 

50/50 Drawing:  The winner of the 50/50 drawing was Bill Long; Bill won $17.00, which he donated to the USSVI 

Charitable Foundation in support of hurricane relief efforts.   

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 Commander Long presented a Longevity Rocker patch to Shipmate Ed Stowe in 

 recognition of his being Qualified in Submarines for sixty years.  Congratulations, 

 Ed, on achieving this significant milestone! 

 

 Base Storekeeper Woody Turner has 2018 Submarine Calendars available for $10  

each. 

 

Benediction:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  1954 

 

Sailing List:  Brodie; Bryan; Daniels; Duncan; Gatchel; Hudson; Lindberg; Long, W.; Lough; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; 

Smith; Stowe; Thrall; Turner; Vrooman; Walters; Webb 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alan 
 Alan C. Brodie 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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AAA   BBBRRRIIIEEEFFF   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   OOOFFF   VVVEEETTTEEERRRAAANNNSSS   DDDAAAYYY   
 

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of 

the 11th month of 1918 an armistice, 

or temporary cessation of hostilities, 

was declared between the Allied 

nations and Germany in the First 

World War, then known as “the Great 

War.”  Commemorated as Armistice 

Day beginning the following year, 

November 11th became a legal 

federal holiday in the United States in 

1938.  In the aftermath of World War 

II and the Korean War, Armistice Day 

became Veterans Day, a holiday 

dedicated to American veterans of 

all wars. 

 

THE GREAT WAR & ARMISTICE 

DAY  
 

Though the Treaty of 

Versailles was signed on 

June 28, 1919, November 

11 remained in the public 

imagination as the date 

that marked the end of 

the Great War.  In 

November 1918, U.S. 

President Woodrow Wilson 

proclaimed November 11th 

as the first 

commemoration of 

Armistice Day.  The day’s 

observation included 

parades and public 

gatherings, as well as a 

brief pause in business 

activities at 11:00 am.   

On November 11, 1921, 

an unidentified American 

soldier killed in the war 

was buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery in Washington, D.C.; the 

U.S. Congress had declared the day 

a legal federal holiday in honor of all 

those who participated in the war.  

On the same day, the remains of a 

number of unidentified soldiers were 

laid to rest at Westminster Abbey in 

London and at the Arc de Triomphe 

in Paris. 

 

On June 4, 1926, Congress passed a 

resolution that the “recurring 

anniversary of [November 11, 1918] 

should be commemorated with 

thanksgiving and prayer and 

exercises designed to perpetuate 

peace through good will and mutual 

understanding between nations” 

and that the president should issue 

an annual proclamation calling for 

the observance of Armistice Day.  By 

that time, 27 state legislatures had 

made November 11th a legal 

holiday.  An act approved on May 

13, 1938 made November 11th a 

legal Federal holiday, “dedicated to 

the cause of world peace and to be 

hereafter celebrated and known as 

Armistice Day.”   

 

FROM ARMISTICE DAY TO 

VETERANS DAY  
 

American effort during World War II 

(1941-1945) saw the greatest 

mobilization of the U.S. Army, Navy, 

Marines and Air Force in the nation’s 

history (more than 16 million people); 

some 5.7 million more served in the 

Korean War (1950 to 1953).  In 1954, 

after lobbying efforts by veterans’ 

service organizations, the 83rd U.S. 

Congress amended the 1938 act 

that had made Armistice Day a 

holiday, striking the word “Armistice” 

in favor of “Veterans.”  President 

Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the 

legislation on June 1, 1954.  From 

then on, November 11th became a 

day to honor American veterans of 

all wars. 

 

The next development in the story of 

Veterans Day unfolded in 1968 when 

Congress passed the Uniform 

Holidays Bill, which sought to ensure 

three-day weekends for federal 

employees – and to encourage 

tourism and travel – by celebrating 

four national holidays (Washington’s 

Birthday, Memorial Day, 

Veterans Day and 

Columbus Day) on 

Mondays. 

 

The observation of 

Veterans Day was set as 

the fourth Monday in 

October.   The first 

Veterans Day under the 

new law was Monday, 

October 25, 1971; 

confusion ensued, as many 

states disapproved of this 

change and continued to 

observe the holiday on its 

original date.   

 

In 1975, after it became 

evident that the actual 

date of Veterans Day 

carried historical and patriotic 

significance to many Americans, 

President Gerald R. Ford signed a 

new law returning the observation of 

Veterans Day to November 11th 

beginning in 1978.  If November 11th 

falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the 

federal government observes the 

holiday on the previous Friday or 

following Monday, respectively. 
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Red poppies, a symbol of World War I (from their appearance in the poem "In Flanders 
Fields" by John McCrae), are sold in Canada and the United Kingdom on Remembrance 

Day to raise money for veterans and are often worn in the lapel as a tribute. 

 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/treaty-of-versailles
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/treaty-of-versailles
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/washington
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii
http://www.history.com/topics/korean-war
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/dwight-d-eisenhower
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history
http://www.history.com/topics/exploration/columbus-day


TTTHHHEEE   NNNAAAVVVYYY   JJJUUUSSSTTT   TTTOOOOOOKKK   DDDEEELLLIIIVVVEEERRRYYY   OOOFFF   IIITTTSSS   MMMOOOSSSTTT   PPPOOOWWWEEERRRFFFUUULLL   

NNNUUUCCCLLLEEEAAARRR   AAATTTTTTAAACCCKKK   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   EEEVVVEEERRR   
Dave Majumdar | The National Interest | October 1, 2017 

 

The U.S. Navy recently took delivery of its newest Virginia-

class attack submarine—the future USS Colorado (SSN-

788). 

 

The new nuclear-powered submarine is the fifteenth 

Virginia–class vessel to be completed.  Unlike many other 

defense programs, the vessel was completed on time 

and on budget.  Colorado will be formally commissioned 

into service early next year in the spring. 

 

“Colorado’s delivery brings another Block III Virginia-class 

submarine to the fleet within budget.  The submarine’s 

outstanding quality continues the program’s tradition of 

delivering 

combat 

ready 

submarines 

to the fleet,” 

Capt. Mike 

Stevens, 

Naval Sea 

Systems 

Command’s 

Virginia-class 

submarine 

program 

manager 

said.  

 

“The 

Colorado is 

the most 

capable 

Virginia-class 

submarine 

bringing 

advanced capabilities and technology to the Navy 

fleet.”  
 

According to NAVSEA, Colorado is the fifth of eight 

planned Virginia-class Block III submarines, which feature 

a redesigned bow where 12 individual vertical launch 

tubes which are replaced with two large-diameter 

Virginia Payload Tubes.  Each payload tube is capable of 

launching six Tomahawk cruise missiles—or they could be 

used to house other payloads in the future.  The Block III 

vessels also replace the traditional air-backed sonar 

dome with a new horseshoe-shaped water-backed 

Large Aperture Bow (LAB) sonar array, which not only 

more capable but also more reliable. 

 

The Navy and the submarine industrial base have worked 

hard to reduce the cost of buying and maintaining the 

Virginia-class submarines as they try to ramp up the

 

production of attack boats to meet an SSN shortfall.   

General Dynamics Electric Boat is understandably proud 

of their work on Colorado. 

 

“This delivery demonstrates the skill and commitment of 

everyone involved in the Virginia-class submarine 

program," Electric Boat president Jeffrey S. Geiger said in 

a statement. 

 

"Delivering Colorado is a significant achievement that 

helps the Navy meet its shipbuilding goals and ensures 

our continuing success as a business." 

Once the Navy, Electric Boat and the Huntington Ingalls 

Newport 

News finish 

with the 

Block III 

submarines, 

the sea 

service will 

move on to 

building the 

more reliable 

Block IV 

Virginias.  

However, in 

the future, 

the Navy will 

eventually 

start building 

the much 

more 

capable 

Block V 

Virginia-class 

submarines, 

which will feature four additional launch tubes in a new 

hull segment called Virginia Payload Module. 

 

The first Block V will start construction in 2019 as the 

second submarine (SSN-803) built that year.  The Block V 

submarines will add a Virginia Payload Module (VPM) 

that will add four additional payload tubes amidships, 

each of which can accommodate seven Tomahawk 

cruise missiles for a total of 28 weapons.  Overall, the 

Block V Virginia-class will be capable of launching 40 

Tomahawk cruise missiles from its payload tubes. 

 

All subsequent Virginia-class submarines are expected to 

feature the VPM. The Navy is urgently trying to build more 

submarines as it scrambles to try to meet its stated 

requirement to for 66 SSNs.  However, the Navy’s fleet will 

dip to only 41 SSNs by 2029, unless the service takes 

immediate action. 
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http://www.navsea.navy.mil/Media/News/Article/1320415/navy-accepts-delivery-of-the-future-uss-colorado-ssn-788/
http://www.navsea.navy.mil/Media/News/Article/1320415/navy-accepts-delivery-of-the-future-uss-colorado-ssn-788/
http://www.gdeb.com/news/news_archives/2017archives.html#09-22-17


BINNACLE LIST 
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The Blueback Base is seeking volunteers to fill the positions of Ways and Means Officer, Chaplain, and Newsletter Editor.  

Anyone interested in serving in any of these important positions is encouraged to contact any member of the Executive 

Board.  
 

 
 

Our friend and Shipmate Garth Lascink is recovering from recent bladder surgery.  Please take a moment from your busy 

schedules to offer your thoughts, prayers, and best wishes for Garth’s full recovery as he convalesces, as well as for the 

continued good health and well-being of all our Shipmates, friends, and loved ones. 
                           

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stuart Crosby • John Delihanty • William Gibson • Gordon Hanson • James Leitch  
Ray Lough • William McCrary • Frank Reisinger • Wesley Soderback 
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For the Good of the Order 

 

USSVI Blueback Base 

2017 Christmas Party 
Thursday, 14 December 2017 

at the 
Monarch Hotel and Conference Center 

 

Social Hour begins at 1700 
Dinner served promptly at 1800 

Dinner followed by glad tidings and holiday cheer until 
2300 

 

Tickets now available for $22.00 per person 
Purchase tickets at the November Base meeting 

or send a check or money order (no cash, please!) to 
 

USSVI Blueback Base 
P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR    97015-1887 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
““EEtteerrnnaall  FFaatthheerr,,  ssttrroonngg  ttoo  ssaavvee,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  hhaatthh  bboouunndd  tthhee  rreessttlleessss  wwaavvee,,    

WWhhoo  bbiidddd''sstt  tthhee  mmiigghhttyy  oocceeaann  ddeeeepp  

IIttss  oowwnn  aappppooiinntteedd  lliimmiittss  kkeeeepp;;  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  ccrryy  ttoo  TThheeee,,  

FFoorr  tthhoossee  iinn  ppeerriill  oonn  tthhee  sseeaa!!””  
  

   

   

““LLoorrdd  GGoodd,,  oouurr  ppoowweerr  eevveerr  mmoorree,,  

WWhhoossee  aarrmm  ddootthh  rreeaacchh  tthhee  oocceeaann  fflloooorr,,    

DDiivvee  wwiitthh  oouurr  mmeenn  bbeenneeaatthh  tthhee  sseeaa;;  

TTrraavveerrssee  tthhee  ddeepptthhss  pprrootteeccttiivveellyy..  

OOhh,,  hheeaarr  uuss  wwhheenn  wwee  pprraayy,,  aanndd  kkeeeepp  

TThheemm  ssaaffee  ffrroomm  ppeerriill  iinn  tthhee  ddeeeepp..””  
   

  

SSaaiilloorr,,  rreesstt  yyoouurr  ooaarr……  
WWee  hhaavvee  tthhee  wwaattcchh..  

  

GGGEEEOOORRRGGGEEE   HHHAAAGGGEEERRR   
BBBUUUGGGLLLEEEMMMAAASSSTTTEEERRR   333rrrddd   CCCLLLAAASSSSSS   

UUUNNNIIITTTEEEDDD   SSSTTTAAATTTEEESSS   NNNAAAVVVYYY   
   

BBBooorrrnnn:::      000666///111888///111999222444   
EEEttteeerrrnnnaaalll   PPPaaatttrrrooolll:::      111000///111777///222000111777   

   

UUUSSSSSSVVVIII   BBBllluuueeebbbaaaccckkk   BBBaaassseee   

LLLiiifffeee   MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrr   

WWWWWWIIIIII   VVVeeettteeerrraaannn   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC. 
BLUEBACK BASE 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

MENU 
 

CAESAR SALAD WITH GARLIC CROUTONS 
 

8 OZ. SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB 

SERVED WITH CREAMED HORSERADISH 

ACCOMPANIED BY GARLIC MASHED POTATOES AND SEASONAL VEGETABLES 

 

FILET OF COD 

FINISHED WITH LEMON BUTTER 

ACCOMPANIED BY RICE PILAF AND SEASONAL VEGETABLES 
 

CHICKEN CHAMPIGNON 

FINISHED WITH WHITE WINE-MUSHROOM SAUCE 

ACCOMPANIED BY RICE PILAF AND SEASONAL VEGETABLES 

 

VEGETARIAN PASTA PRIMAVERA 

LINGUINE AND FRESH VEGETABLES TOSSED IN ALFREDO SAUCE 

FINISHED WITH GRATED PARMESAN CHEESE 

 

ALL ENTREES INCLUDE: ROLLS WITH BUTTER 

CHOCOLATE GANACHE TORTE COFFEE, TEA, DECAF 

& ICED TEA 

 

NO HOST/CASH BAR AVAILABLE 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017  
FROM 1700 – 2300 IN THE SANDY-WILLAMETTE ROOM 

MONARCH HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
Tickets available now for $22 per person; purchase at the November Base meeting 

or send a check or money order (no cash, please!) to: 
 

USSVI Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887, Clackamas, OR  97015-1887 
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