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OUR CREED: 
 

“To perpetuate the 
memory of our shipmates 

who gave their lives in 
pursuit of their duties 

while serving their 
country.  That their 

dedication, deeds, and 
supreme sacrifice be a 

constant source of 
motivation toward 

greater accomplishments. 

Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United 
States of America and 

its Constitution.” 
 
 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
   
Hello All,  
 

This was an especially difficult Commanders Log to write; I found myself typing and 
erasing and typing and erasing more than a few times.   As you are aware, our Base 
elections were held at our last monthly meeting.  Scott Duncan remains our Base 
Treasurer, and Gary Webb remains our Trustee. Congratulations to you both and 
thank you for continuing to serve.  However, no nominations were received for 
Base Secretary; this is an important position in our E-board.  The Secretary 
performs a vital function for our Base as a whole.  Alan Brodie was already the 
Editor of our Base newsletter, “Venting Sanitary Inboard” when I was elected Base 
Commander, leaving the Secretary’s position open.  Alan graciously agreed to take 
over for the remainder of my term which enabled me to fulfill my new 
responsibilities as Base Commander.  Alan has done an excellent job and for that, I 
extend my sincerest thanks.  Unfortunately, without a Base Secretary going 
forward, we will not be able to officially record the minutes of our E-Board and 
general membership meetings, nor will we have a custodian of all our non-financial records.  And, we will also lose 
an important voice in the Blueback Base’s Executive Board.   
 
Alan has also done an outstanding job for the past two years as the Editor of the newsletter.  Unfortunately, this 
edition of “Venting Sanitary Inboard” will be the last one you receive unless someone comes forward and takes 
over the duties as Editor.  Again, the Sanitary is a vital communication link between the Base and you, our members.  
It provides news and happenings not only of the Blueback Base, but of USSVI and the submarine force as well.   
  
Suffice it to say, no organization can survive without the support of the members.  It is my hope that someone will 
take an interest and step forward to fill these positions as so many have done in the past.   

 
On November 8th, Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel, Membership Chair Dave Vrooman, Steve Daniels and I toured the 
Oregon Veterans Home in The Dalles.  I personally was surprised and pleased by how clean the facility is.  The staff 
were always polite and smiling.  You could tell by walking around the many areas that the employees liked their jobs 
and took great pride in their work.  The Veterans need personal items and twice this next year I will be asking for 
anyone who would like to donate items from a list of needed items including non-alcoholic beer, candy, cookies, 
sweat pants and/or shirts, DVD players, wall clocks and many more items.  An email will go out soon providing more 
detail on what is needed and when we would like to collect the items at one of our monthly meetings.  If you would 
like to donate, all you would have to do is bring your donations to a designated meeting.  The items will then be 
delivered to the Veterans Home by anyone who would like to make the trip to deliver the items and spend some 
 
(See “Commander’s Log,” continued on Page 7) 
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BASE COMMANDER 

Bill Long 

503.939.4134 
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VICE COMMANDER 

Jay Agler 
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SECRETARY 
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360.369.6400 
 

TREASURER 

  Scott Duncan 
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503.667.0728 
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Arlo Gatchel 
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WAYS & MEANS OFFICER 
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MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Dave Vrooman 

503.466.0379  
 

PAST BASE COMMANDER 

George Hudson 

503.843.2082 

 

SMALL STORES BOSS 

Woody Turner 

360.635.1319 

 

TRUSTEE 

Gary Webb 

503.632.6259 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Alan Brodie 

360.369.6400 
 

HISTORIAN/POC/ALL-AROUND 

GOOD GUY 
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OOONNN   EEETTTEEERRRNNNAAALLL   PPPAAATTTRRROOOLLL:::   

BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   DDDEEECCCEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
 

 

USS Capelin (SS-289)  

Class:  Balao Class 

Launched:  20 Jan 1943 

Commissioned:  4 Jun 1943  

Builder:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, 

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 311’ 9” 

Beam:    27’ 3” 

Lost on 2 December 1943 

76 Men Lost 

 
Following her first war patrol, Capelin returned to Darwin, Australia 

with a defective conning tower hatch mechanism, excessively 

noisy bow planes, and a defective radar tube.  With these flaws 

corrected, Capelin put out on her second war patrol on 17 

November 1943 in the Molucca Sea and Celebes Sea.  She was to 

leave her area at dark on 6 December. 

 

Bonefish (SS-223) reported having seen an American submarine on 

2 December 1943 in the area assigned to Capelin at that time.  

The unknown sub quickly dove, probably after sighting Bonefish.  

Bonefish sent a message via sonar giving Commander Marshall's 

nickname, “Steam.”  The sub returned an acknowledgement, but 

following this, Capelin was never heard from again.  The Navy 

broke radio silence on 9 December, but without success. 

 

Japanese records studied after the war listed an attack by the 

minelayer Wakataka on a supposed U.S. submarine off Kaoe Bay, 

Halmahera, with the Japanese ship noting the attack produced 

oily black water columns that contained wood and cork splinters 

and later a raft was found.  This is the only reported attack in the 

appropriate area at that time.  Also, Japanese minefields are now 

known to have been placed in various positions along the north 

coast of Sulawesi (Celebes) in Capelin's area, and she may have 

been lost because of a mine explosion.  Gone without a trace with 

all her crew, Capelin remains in the list of ships lost without a known 

cause. 

 

Capelin received one battle star for World War II service.  She is 

credited with having sunk 3,127 tons of shipping on her single war 

patrol.  

 

USS Sealion (SS-195) 

Class:  Sargo Class 

Launched:  25 May 1939 

Commissioned:  27 Nov 1939 

Builder:  Electric Boat Co.,  

Groton, Connecticut 

Length: 310’ 6”  

Beam: 26’ 10” 

Lost on 10 December 1941  

5 Men Lost 

 

Following shakedown, Sealion, assigned to Submarine Division 17 

(SubDiv 17), prepared for overseas deployment.  In the spring of 

1940 she sailed with her division for the Philippine Islands, arriving at 

Cavite in the fall to commence operations as a unit of the Asiatic 

Fleet. 

Into October 1941 she ranged from Luzon into the Sulu 

Archipelago; then, with her sister ship Seadragon, another 

submarine in SubDiv 202, she prepared for a regular overhaul at 

the Cavite Navy Yard.  

 

By 8 December, her yard period had begun; two days later, she 

took two direct hits in the Japanese air raid which demolished the 

Navy Yard. 

 

The first bomb struck the after end of her conning tower and 

exploded outside the hull, over the control room.  The second 

smashed through a main ballast tank and the pressure hull to 

explode in the after engine room, killing the four men then working 

there.  In addition, one crewman died while a POW. 

 

Sealion flooded immediately and settled down by the stern with 

40% of her main deck underwater and a 15-degree list to 

starboard.  The destruction of the Navy Yard made repairs 

impossible, and she was ordered destroyed.  All salvageable 

equipment was taken off, depth charges were placed inside, and 

on 25 December, the explosives were set off to prevent her from 

being made useful to the enemy. 

 

USS F-1 (SS-20) 

Class:  F Class 

Launched:  6 Sep 1911 

Commissioned:  19 Jun 1912 

Builder:  Union Iron Works,  

San Francisco, California 

Length: 142’ 7”  

Beam:    15’ 5” 

Lost on 17 December 1917  

19 Men Lost 

 

 

Assigned to the First Submarine Group, Pacific Torpedo Flotilla, F-1 

operated in the San Francisco, California area on trials and tests 

through 11 January 1913, when she joined the flotilla for training at 

sea between San Diego, California and San Pedro, California, then 

in San Diego Harbor. 

 

In late 1912, the boat — which then held the world's deep diving 

record, descending to 283 ft. (86 m) — slipped her mooring at Port 

Watsonville in Monterey Bay, California and grounded on a nearby 

beach.  While most of the crew of 17 safely evacuated, two men 

died in the incident. 

 

F-1 was in ordinary service from 15 March 1916 – 13 June 1917. 

When she returned to full commission, she served with the Patrol 

Force, Pacific, making surface and submerged runs to continue 

her part in the development of submarine tactics.  Her base during 

this time was San Pedro, California.  On 17 December 1917, while 

maneuvering in exercises off Point Loma, San Diego, California, F-1 

and F-3 collided.  F-1 sank in a mere ten seconds, her port side torn 

forward of the engine room.  Nineteen of her men were lost; the 

remaining five were rescued by the submarines with which she 

was operating. 

 

(See “Boats Lost in the Month of December,” Page 3) 
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BBBOOOAAATTTSSS   LLLOOOSSSTTT   IIINNN   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   OOOFFF   DDDEEECCCEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   
(Continued From Page 2) 

 
USS S-4 (SS-109) 

Class:  S Class 

Launched:  27 Aug 1919 

Commissioned:  19 Nov 1919 

Builder:  Portsmouth Navy Yard,  

Kittery, Maine 

Length: 231’ 0”  

Beam:  21’ 10” 

Lost on 17 December 1927  

40 Men Lost 

 

 

S-4 returned from overseas to be homeported at Mare Island in 

1925, operating along the West Coast through 1926, mainly at San 

Francisco, San Pedro, and San Diego.  She departed Mare Island 

on 10 February 1927 and sailed to the Panama Canal Zone, where 

she operated through March-April, then proceeded to New 

London, Connecticut, arriving on 3 May.  For the remainder of the 

year, she operated off the New England coast. 

 

On 17 December 1927, while surfacing from a submerged run over 

the measured-mile off Cape Cod near Provincetown, 

Massachusetts, she was accidentally rammed and sunk by the 

Coast Guard destroyer Paulding.   

  

Paulding stopped and lowered life boats, but found only a small 

amount of oil and air bubbles.  Rescue and salvage operations 

were commenced, only to be thwarted by severe weather.  

Heroic efforts were made to rescue six known survivors trapped in 

the forward torpedo room, who had exchanged a series of signals 

with divers, by tapping on the hull.  As the trapped men used the 

last of the available oxygen in the sub, a diver placed his 

helmeted ear to the side of the vessel and received this morse-

coded message:  “Is … there … any … hope?”  

 

Sadly, there was no reason for hope and despite the gallant efforts 

of the rescue team, all 40 men aboard were lost. 

 

During the course of the rescue operation and at the risk of his 

own life, Chief Gunner's Mate Thomas Eadie rescued a fellow 

diver, Fred George Michels, who became entangled while 

attempting to attach an air hose to the S-4. For his heroism Eadie 

was awarded the Medal of Honor. 

 

S-4 was finally raised on 17 March 1928 by a salvage effort 

commanded by Captain Ernest J. King.  Several of the salvage 

divers, including Eadie and Frank W. Crilley, were awarded the 

Navy Cross for their actions during the operation.  The submarine 

was towed to the Boston Navy Yard for dry-docking and was 

decommissioned on 19 March 1928. 
 

 

S-4 was recommissioned on 16 October 1928, after repairs and 

conversion to a test vessel for submarine rescue experimentation. 

She served at Key West, Florida early in 1929-1930, and in the 

northeast during the remainder of those years.  In 1931, she 

operated again at New London until departing there on 3 January 

1932 for Pearl Harbor.  Sailing via the Panama Canal, she arrived 

at Pearl Harbor on 29 August.   

 

On 7 April 1933, S-4 was decommissioned and laid up.  She was 

stricken from the Naval Register on 15 January 1936 and destroyed 

on 15 May 1936 by sinking. 
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December 7 .................................................................................................................................. Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

 

December 14 .............................................. Base Meeting/Christmas Party (1700 at the Monarch Hotel, Clackamas, Oregon) 

 

December 16 ....................................................................................................................... National Wreaths Across America Day 

 

December 24 .................................................................................................................................................................Christmas Eve 

 

December 25 ................................................................................................................................................................ Christmas Day 

 

December 28 ..................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

December 31 .............................................................................................................................................................. New Year's Eve 

 

January 1 ................................................................................................................................................................... New Year's Day 

 

January 11 ................................................................................ Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland) 

 

January 15 ................................................................................................................................................ Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

January 25 ......................................................................... Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 

 

February 1 ....................................................................................................................................................... National Freedom Day 

 

February 8 ................................................................................. Base Meeting (1900 at VFW Post 4248, 7118 SE Fern St, Portland) 

 

February 14 ................................................................................................................................................................. Valentine's Day 

 

February 19 .................................................................................................................................................................. Presidents Day 

 

February 22 ........................................................................ Veterans Memorial Service (1400 at Willamette National Cemetery) 
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
9 November 2017 

 
1745 E-Board Meeting called to order by Commander Bill Long.  Members present were:  Commander Long; Vice 

Commander Jay Agler; Secretary Alan Brodie; Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel; and Trustee Gary Webb.  

Reviewed the Commander’s Plan of the Day.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to remit $25 to USSVI 

National for the Base’s liability insurance coverage.  Reviewed the Base’s Quarterly Financial Statement.  

Discussed different alternatives for investing the Base’s Life Membership funds with the goal of improving long-

term return on investment of those funds.  Discussed the recent visit by Blueback Base representatives to the 

Oregon State Veterans Home in The Dalles and how the Base can provide future support to the facility’s 

residents.  Discussed the upcoming Christmas Party and Silent Auction to be held at the Monarch Hotel and 

Conference Center on Thursday, December 14th.  Discussed the continued need for volunteers to serve as Base 

Chaplain, Ways and Means Officer and Newsletter Editor.  Bills were presented and ordered to be paid.  

Meeting adjourned at 1825. 

 

1900 Blueback Base Meeting called to order by Base Commander Bill Long. 

 

 Invocation:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Flag Salute:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

 Tolling the Boats:  Vice Commander Jay Agler/Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel 

 

 Moment of Silence for Lost Shipmates 

 

 Reading of USSVI Purpose and Creed:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

Introductions:  All; two new prospective Base members (Paul Pruitt, qualified on USS John Adams (SSBN-620) in 

December 1973 and John “Jay” Perry, qualified on USS Sculpin (SSN-590) in April 1974) were among those 

present at this month’s meeting.  Welcome Aboard!  

 

 Secretary’s Report:  Base Secretary Alan Brodie 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Base Treasurer Scott Duncan   

  

Base Commander’s Report:  Base Commander Bill Long 

 

Old Business: 

 

 Commander Long and Chief of the Boat Arlo Gatchel discussed the recent visit to the Oregon Veterans 

Home at The Dalles (Shipmates Dave Vrooman and Steve Daniels also attended).  There are currently 118 

Veterans in residence, a number of whom are submarine-qualified.  The Veterans Home provided a list of 

items for which there is always an ongoing need (i.e., snack foods, personal items, subscriptions to local 

newspapers, etc.).  The Base intends to make donations of needed items to the Veterans Home throughout 

the year as voted and approved by the general membership. 

 

 Commander Long discussed the Submarine Birthday Luncheon to be held in April 2018.  He made a motion 

that the event be held once again at Heidi’s of Gresham; the motion was seconded and passed.  

Commander Long will call Heidi’s and make arrangements to secure the venue.  The Birthday Luncheon 

will be held on Saturday, 14 April 2018 (subject to availability of the venue on that date). 

 

 Commander Long once again solicited volunteers to fill the positions of Ways and Means Officer, Chaplain, 

and Newsletter Editor.  This month’s newsletter will be the final edition until a new Editor comes forward to 

assume the watch. 

 

 Vice Commander Jay Agler discussed the upcoming Christmas Party to be held on Thursday, 14 December 

2017 at the Monarch Hotel and Convention Center.  Event information and menu are available in the  
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BLUEBACK BASE MEETING MINUTES 
(Continued from Page 5) 

  

November 2017 edition of “Venting Sanitary Inboard” which is posted on the Base web site.  As in past 

years, anyone desiring to stay overnight at the Monarch Hotel following the party qualifies for a discounted 

room rate; simply mention that you are a USSVI Blueback Base member when you call to book your room 

and request the discount. 

 

 Membership Chair Dave Vrooman reminded members that Base dues for calendar year 2018 are now due 

and payable. 

 
50/50 Break 

 

New Business:   

 

 Commander Long announced the results of the election for Base Secretary, Treasurer, and Trustee.  Current 

Treasurer Scott Duncan was re-elected as Treasurer for an additional two-year term.  Current Trustee Gary 

Webb was re-elected as Trustee for an additional two-year term.  There were no candidates for Secretary.  

Scott and Gary will be sworn in at the December meeting/Christmas party and will begin serving their new 

terms effective on 1 January 2018. 

 

 Sandy Musa provided information about a local Veterans Resource Center called Fort Kennedy, a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization developed to provide necessary food, clothing, and resources for 

homeless veterans and their families in Clackamas County, Oregon.  Executive Officer Tina Kennedy, a 22-

year Army veteran, and her team work tirelessly to help local Veterans in need. To learn more or to 

contribute to this very worthy cause, please click here to explore the organization’s web site.  

 

50/50 Drawing:  The winner of the 50/50 drawing was Gary Thrall; Gary won $25.00.   

 

For the Good of the Order:   

 

 Dylan McComiskey recently had the pleasure of meeting one of the curators of the historic Navy PT boat 

PT 658 which has been fully restored and operates out of Pier 307 at Vigor Shipyard, Swan Island in Portland.   

Dylan has agreed to reach out and attempt to coordinate a tour (including, if possible, an underway 

excursion?) for interested Base members.  Additional information will be promulgated when known. 

 

 Commander Long presented a certificate to Newsletter Editor Alan Brodie from USSVI National for “Venting 

Sanitary Inboard” which was awarded second runner-up in the 2017 Newsletter of the Year competition for 

Class II bases at the National Convention. 

 

Benediction:  Base Chaplain Scott Duncan 

 

 Meeting Adjourned:  2007 

 

Sailing List:  Agler; Brodie; Bryan; Collins; Daniels; Darkes; Duncan; Gabrio; Gatchel; Long, W.; Lough; McCrary; 

McLaughlin; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; Nowland; Park; Perry; Pruitt; Stevens; Thrall; Turner; Vrooman; Walters; Webb 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Alan 
 Alan C. Brodie 

 Secretary 

 Blueback Base  
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PPPOOORRRTTTLLLAAANNNDDD   SSSUUUBBBMMMAAARRRIIINNNEEE   VVVEEETTTEEERRRAAANNN   DDDOOONNNAAATTTEEESSS   AAANNNTTTIIIQQQUUUEEE   

111999111555   PPPOOOLLLIIICCCEEE   CCCAAARRR   TTTOOO   PPPOOORRRTTTLLLAAANNNDDD   PPPOOOLLLIIICCCEEE   MMMUUUSSSEEEUUUMMM   
Stuart Tomlinson | KATU News | November 8, 2017 

 
Portland, OR – You never know what you might find tucked 

away in a Portland garage. 

 

Retired IBM engineer and former Navy submariner Bob Walters 

was given a 1915 REO touring car by his uncle in the early 1990s. 
 

It’s called "The Fifth," and is different in style than the REO 

Speedwagon, which was chosen as a name for the rock band. 

 

The car (labeled “No. 2”) started out as the second patrol car for 

the Palo Alto, California police department.  

 

During a visit, his uncle had a question: 

 

“He said, 'Do you want this car?’” Walters said from a garage 

near his home. “I could feel my wallet taking a heavy hit. But he 

said all you have to do is pay to get it up here.  So it was sort of a 

gift.  It's not pretty to me ... it's ugly, so I thought, OK fine.”  

 

Walters had the car painted and had “Portland Police” painted 

on the hood in gold leaf after getting written permission from 

then-Mayor Vera Katz. 

But he drove it infrequently, and other than having a dead 

battery, it still runs. 

 

During an online search he found the website for the Portland 

Police Museum & Historical Society and asked if it wanted it. 

Gratis. They did. 

 

“I asked my kids if they wanted it. I got a no. I have no place to 

put it. I have no use for it, so…” 

 

Walters pointed out some of the car’s quirks, which include the 

gas tank under the front passenger seat (remove to fill up); a 

clutch that also works as a brake when pushed down 

completely; and a wooden battery cover on the back seat floor 

that opens to reveal the battery, the drive train and the road 

below. 

 

 
 

Portland Police Museum officials say they are looking for a place 

to store the car and plan to tune it up so it can roll again in the 

Rose Festival Parade with other vintage police vehicles and 

become a permanent display at the museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

CCCOOOMMMMMMAAANNNDDDEEERRR’’’SSS   LLLOOOGGG   
(Continued from Page 1) 
   

time saying hello and visiting with some of your 
fellow Veterans.   
 
Also, Sandy Musa had a great idea for those of 
you that might want to donate boxer shorts 
and/or socks for homeless veterans in the 
Portland area.  These items can be for either 
males or females and must be new.  If you 
would like to contribute to our local homeless 

veterans, please bring your donation of new 
boxers/warm socks to the Christmas party and 
we will get them delivered to the Fort Kennedy 
veterans’ resource organization in time for the 
Christmas holiday.   
 
I hope to see everyone at this year’s Christmas 
party on Thursday, December 14, 2017 at the 
Monarch Hotel beginning at 1700.  We have 

many great items lined up for the silent auction, 
so be sure to bring your checkbooks.  If you 
don't, you’ll probably wish you had!   

 

Fraternally, 

Bill 
William Long 
Base Commander 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Venting Sanitary Inboard – Page 7 

Submarine Veteran and Blueback Base member Bob Walters                                                       
alongside his 1915 REO touring car 

 



LLLOOOCCCKKKHHHEEEEEEDDD   MMMAAARRRTTTIIINNN   TTTOOO   DDDEEEVVVEEELLLOOOPPP   UUU...SSS...   NNNAAAVVVYYY’’’SSS   EEEXXXTTTRRRAAA---

LLLAAARRRGGGEEE   UUUNNNMMMAAANNNNNNEEEDDD   UUUNNNDDDEEERRRSSSEEEAAA   VVVEEEHHHIIICCCLLLEEE      
 

Lockheed Martin Corp. has secured a $43.2-million 

contract from the U.S. Navy to develop a design for 

the Extra Large Unmanned Undersea Vehicle (XLUUV) 

known as Orca, a long-haul, long-distance unmanned 

submarine capable of carrying various types of 

payloads. 

 

Lockheed Martin workers in Palm Beach, Florida will 

work on Orca, with additional support operations in 

Manassas, Virginia, Syracuse, New York, and Owego, 

New York.  The timing of the design phase was not 

announced. 

 

Up to nine unmanned vehicles are expected to be 

produced during the production phase in order to help 

meet increasing demands for undersea operational 

awareness and payload delivery. 

 

The XLUUV program is designed to create a long-haul, 

long-distance unmanned submarine with the 

capability to 

take on a 

variety of 

payloads, from 

sensors to 

weapons. 

 

The vehicle’s 

reconfigurable 

payload bay is 

expected to 

measure at 

least 325 cubic 

feet. 

 

Unlike most 

current UUVs, 

which have to 

launch from the 

side of a ship or 

submarine, 

Orca will be able 

to transit 

autonomously to an area of operation, maneuver 

covertly with the ability to periodically establish 

communications, deploy payloads and then transit 

home. 

 

According to some estimates, the XLUUV will have a 

range of at least 2,000 nautical miles.  That's far enough 

to go from the Philippines to Shanghai, or Hong Kong, 

and back. 

 

In addition to enabling U.S. Navy personnel to launch, 

recover, operate and communicate with the vehicle 

from a home base – thereby keeping them out of 

danger – the Orca's size, range and payload ability will 

give it incredible versatility.  

 

An Orca could, for example, go on minelaying 

missions, dropping off its deadly payloads hundreds of 

miles away and returning for more mines.  It could spy 

on enemy fleets or coastlines, deploying antennas that 

allow it to pick up electromagnetic emissions for future 

analysis.  It could attack enemy surface ships, or even 

tag team with U.S. Navy submarines to hunt enemy 

submarines, playing the bait while the real attack 

submarine carefully set up an underwater ambush. The 

platform's utility would only be limited by the Navy's 

imagination. 

 

Lockheed 

Martin 

Submersibles 

and 

Autonomous 

Systems director 

Frank Drennan 

said:  “With 

each new 

undersea 

vehicle that 

Lockheed 

Martin designs, 

we bring to 

bear the state-

of-the-art in 

technology, 

and innovative 

system 

integration of 

those 

technologies, to 

increase the range, reach, and effectiveness of 

undersea forces and their missions. 

 

 “With decades of experience supporting the U.S. 

Navy’s mission, our engineers are approaching this 

design with a sense of urgency and continued agility.” 
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Lockheed Martin employees in Palm Beach, Florida, will perform the work on Orca, with additional support from 
employees at the company’s locations in Manassas, Virginia, Syracuse, New York, and Owego, New York.  



BINNACLE LIST 
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The Blueback Base is seeking volunteers to fill the positions of Ways and Means Officer, Chaplain, and Newsletter Editor.  

Anyone interested in serving in any of these important positions is encouraged to contact any member of the 

Executive Board.  
 

 

 

There are no new additions to the Binnacle List this month.  As always, please take a moment from your busy schedules 

to offer your thoughts, prayers, and best wishes for the continued good health and well-being of all our Shipmates, 

friends, and loved ones. 
                           

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jay Agler • Charles Cronin • Fred Davis • Cullen Edwards • Chris Field • Michiel Fitzgerald • David Graham  
Bob Jackson • Clair Pense • George Sipes • Chris Stafford • Gary Thrall • Richard Tow • Bob Walters 
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For the Good of the Order 

USSVI Blueback Base 

2017 Christmas Party 
Thursday, 14 December 2017 

at the 
Monarch Hotel and Conference Center 

 

Social Hour begins at 1700 
Dinner served promptly at 1800 

Dinner followed by glad tidings and holiday cheer until 
2300 

 

Tickets now available for $22.00 per person 
Purchase tickets at the door or 

send a check or money order (no cash, please!) to 
 

USSVI Blueback Base 
P.O. Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR    97015-1887 
 

 

 



  
 

 

 

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC. 
BLUEBACK BASE 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

MENU 
 

CAESAR SALAD WITH GARLIC CROUTONS 
 

8 OZ. SLOW ROASTED PRIME RIB 

SERVED WITH CREAMED HORSERADISH 

ACCOMPANIED BY GARLIC MASHED POTATOES AND SEASONAL VEGETABLES 

 

FILET OF COD 

FINISHED WITH LEMON BUTTER 

ACCOMPANIED BY RICE PILAF AND SEASONAL VEGETABLES 
 

CHICKEN CHAMPIGNON 

FINISHED WITH WHITE WINE-MUSHROOM SAUCE 

ACCOMPANIED BY RICE PILAF AND SEASONAL VEGETABLES 

 

VEGETARIAN PASTA PRIMAVERA 

LINGUINE AND FRESH VEGETABLES TOSSED IN ALFREDO SAUCE 

FINISHED WITH GRATED PARMESAN CHEESE 

 

ALL ENTREES INCLUDE: ROLLS WITH BUTTER 

CHOCOLATE GANACHE TORTE COFFEE, TEA, DECAF 

& ICED TEA 

 

NO HOST/CASH BAR AVAILABLE 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017  
FROM 1700 – 2300 IN THE SANDY-WILLAMETTE ROOM 

MONARCH HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
Tickets available now for $22 per person; purchase at the door or 

send a check or money order (no cash, please!) to: 
 

USSVI Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887, Clackamas, OR  97015-1887 
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Bits and Pieces  

(L-R) Steve Daniels, Arlo Gatchel, Dave Vrooman and Bill Long 
visit the Oregon Veterans Home 

The Oregon Veterans Home - The Dalles, Oregon 

 Lounge and Common Area at the Oregon Veterans Home      
in The Dalles 

 

Base Commander Bill Long congratulates Newsletter Editor           
Alan Brodie for winning the “Most Likely to Be Used to Line 

the Bottom of a Bird Cage” Category in the                          
2017 USSVI Newsletter of the Year Competition  


