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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 8 January 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 8 January 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon January 2009 # 178 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“ To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.   
That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments,  
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 

FFFORWARDORWARDORWARD   BBBATTERYATTERYATTERY   

BASE COMMANDER: 
Chuck Nelson 206-694-5069 

VICE COMMANDER: 
Ron Darkes 503-630-6330 

SECRETARY: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 

TREASURER: 
Scott Duncan 503-667-0728 

CHAPLAIN: 
Scott Duncan 503-667-0728 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT: 
George Hudson 503-843-2082 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN: 
Mike LaPan 503-655-7797 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: 
LeRoy Vick 503-367-6087 

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford 503-632-4535 

SMALL STORES BOSS: 
Bill Bryan 360-546-1111 

TRUSTEE: 
Fred Carneau 503-654-0451 

SANITARY EDITOR: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 
                                               daveem1ss@q.com 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford 503-632-4535 

PAST BASE COMMANDER: 
J.D. Corbett 503-304-1700 

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND ALL 
AROUND GOOD GUY… 

Bob Walters 503-284-8693 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

11 December 2008 

1800 Meeting called to order by Base Commander J.D. Cor-
bett 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base 

Commander, J.D. Corbett 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for December. 
Invocation by J.D. Corbett 
Pledge of Allegiance led by COB George Hudson 
Introductions 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman 
New Business: 

Motion made by Ray Lough and seconded to 
adjourn meeting.  Motion passed.  Meeting 
was immediately called back to order by 
Base Commander, J.D. Corbett.   

New Base Commander, Chuck Nelson was 
sworn in by outgoing Base Commander 
J.D. Corbett. 

Good of the Order: 
Collie Collins conducted the Missing Men 

Ceremony with tolling of the bell by Bob 
Sumner 

R.G. Walker reported on his situation with 
OMSI, he was laid off due to the financial 
problems caused by the economy. 

Benediction by J.D. Corbett 

1835Meeting adjourned 
Christmas Dinner is now being served! 
Sailing List—22 hands aboard:  Burgess; Carneau; 

Collins, Collie; Collins, Ron; Corbett; Crosby; 
Duncan; Gatchel; Hudson; Lough; Nelson; 
Nowland; Pense; Stafford; Stevens; Sumner; 
Thrall; Tzevelekos: Vrooman; Walker, R.G.; 
Walters; Wilson. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

OMSI Lays Off Submariners… 

Along with the rest of local business, OMSI is feeling the 
effects of the current economic down turn.  They were 
forced to eliminate 20 full time positions.  The two em-
ployees that wear dolphins were let go with no advance 
notification. 

When the rest of the crew of the Blueback, both paid and 
volunteers heard of this the feeling was outrage.  We 
asked for a meeting with OMSI and initially met with the 

volunteer coordinator to express our feelings.  From there 
we had meetings with OMSI staff including the president, 
Nancy Stueber.  She was very cordial and assured us that 
she was willing to do whatever is necessary to continue to 
keep the Blueback  in the fine condition she is now in and 
to continue to make tours of her the best submarine tour 
in the nation.  Radm Barrett also attended one of these 
meetings and expressed the need to work out a new plan 
for staffing the Blueback. 

Negotiations are now underway to bring R.G. Walker 
back on board as a consultant in order to assure the con-
tinued success of the operation, repair, and maintenance.  
Another meeting is tentatively scheduled for 5 January to 
firm up future staffing and maintenance of Blueback.  
Further information will appear in this publication as it 
becomes available. 

Blueback Gets Winter Coat… 

Like the rest of Portland, Blueback wears its coat of 
white for the holidays.  Picture was taken on Christmas 
Eve day, after trudging through at least a foot of record 
snowfall to get this shot. 
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New Year’s —Rhyme Time... 

A SHIP’S DECK LOG must always record the important 
things that happened aboard—events which affect the 
ship or its crew, or having with history something to do. 

There is also a time that it should be in rhyme.  For better 
or worse, and written in verse, it’s the midwatch log on 
January first. 

You may have wondered how the midwatch is selected.  
Of course, if you happen to be the junior man on the 
watch list, you already have a sneaking suspicion it isn’t 
done by drawing lots.  But lack of seniority is not the true 
criterion for selection of the men who will usher in the 
New Year.  With this in Mind, perhaps you can figure out 
how the senior watch officer decides who will wield a 
long-glass on New Year’s Eve, instead of a long-stemmed 
one. 

Let’s say he happens to be on the bridge one day, early in 
December, and he overhears the young officer of the deck 
give a rather unusual course change.  Instead of “Come 
right to zero nine zero,” he hears “Avast ye lads, here’s a 
riddle; Two O’s on the ends, and nine in the middle.” 

He’s got his man. 

It’s a naval tradition.  But there is one condition: 

The OOD, or whoever it be, to whom the job’s given, 
must obey Navy Regs, Art. 1037. 

From this regulation it can be concluded that lots of de-
tail must be included: which hawsers are tied; the ships 
along side; who SOPA might be; the state of the sea; the 
ship’s position; the material condition; the soundings and 
draft; what objects are aft; and such. 

It’s not really much.  But it can be quite sticky, to write 
more than a quicky, and often is taxin’ to get all the facts 
in.  Still, many watchstanders will, and already haved, a 
good one, well done. 

This year’s winner happened to be moored in a Mediter-
ranean port, which may or may not indicate that the ro-
mantic Latin environment evoked an unusually powerful 
muse in bard— 

LT(jg) F.A. Bierig, of USS Lafayette (SSBN-616) 

If you’ll pause awhile to ponder,  
You, like us, may start to wonder 
Why New Year’s logs are often couched in rhyme. 
Making numbers fall in meters 
While the crew’s out chugging liters 

Just ain’t the way most like to spend their time. 
Why, take Lafayette 
And tell me how you’d get 
A “six-sixteen” enclosed within a verse. 
And if “submarine Polaris” 
Is needed to declare us,  
The situation goes from bad to worse. 
But save a little pity 
For the man who writes the ditty 
On the submarine that’s tied up to our right. 
Pulaski’s hard to spell,  
To rhyme it?  Truth to tell 
It’s enough to make you keep awake all night. 
Even AS thirty two  
(She’s known as Holland, too)  
Will age her OOD a few more years. 
Of our three ships in the nest,  
Her name will rhyme the best,  
But her quarterdeck will run with blood 
 and tears. 
Though Holland may rhyme easily,  
The erstwhile bard pens queasily;  
He knows the heights from whence may come 
 his censures. 
For COMSUBRON Sixteen 
(He’s SOPA on the scene) 
Employs that very ship to base his ventures. 
Other U.S. ships Atlantic 
Some small, and some gigantic 
Rota Harbor’s ringed with sparkling lights 
 from all. 
While we who drew this night’s assignment 
Would prefer more swinging entertainment,  
Still we wish you all a happy New Year’s ball. 

F.A. Bierig, LT(jg), USN 
from All Hands January 1968 

Sea Poacher Reminisces… 

USS Sea Poacher (SS-406) had an experience this sum-
mer that all teenagers look forward to.  She celebrated her 
21st birthday.  Actually she had come of age very early in 
life. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Submarine History  Submarine History  Submarine History  ———      
The Isle of Bluegill... 

To find "Bluegill Island" you need a new map and a 
large scale map. A large scale map, because the island is 
only a mile and a half square, in the Karimata Straits be-
tween Borneo and Malaya.  A new map because “Bluegill 
Island", formerly Pratas Island, has been a United States 
possession only since 29 May 1945—when officers and 
men of the submarine Bluegill stormed ashore and raised 
the national ensign on a Japanese flagpole, to "Colors" 
sounded on two Jap bugles. 

Bluegi11 Island thus became the only Jap territory to be 
captured by the action of a single submarine alone, and at 
that time it marked the farthest westward advance of any 
United States forces. 

Pratas had been used by the Japs as a weather and radio 
station; and by our submarines, on the way home to Aus-

Past events during Sea Poacher’s commissioned service 
have been filled with excitement. 

Built in Portsmouth, N.H., she was commissioned on 31 
July 1944.  Almost immediately the war in the Pacific 
beckoned for her services. 

Sea Poacher began her war career a scant three months 
after being commissioned.  She conducted four extended 
patrols in the waters near the Japanese home islands, sink-
ing nine ships and destroying a shore communications 
installation with gunfire. 

When  hostilities ended, Sea Poacher returned home to 
the Atlantic Fleet.  She remained home ported in New 
London Conn., until moving to Balboa, Canal Zone, in 
1946.  Then in 1949 she settled down in Key West, Fla. 

While operating in the Key West  area in July 1952, the 
friendly sub demonstrated how helpful she can be to other 
Navy units.  She rescued a blimp. 

The blimp had suffered an engine casualty, and was 
down, adrift at sea, when Sea Poacher came to the res-
cue.  She towed the disabled airship 40 miles to Boca 
Chica Naval  Air Station. 

Sea Poacher received the Submarine Division 122 award 
for excellence in fire control and torpedo firing two con-
secutive years in 1963 and 1964. 

No birthday reminiscences are complete without some 
statistics, so compare this one to the records of other 
young ladies in the Silent Service: 

During Sea Poacher's career she has averaged almost 
one dive every 30 hours, having completed dive number 
5901 two days before her 21st birthday. 
from All Hands—January 1966 

(Continued from page 3) tralia from Philippine patrols, for target practice.  They 
bombarded Pratas repeatedly - as consolation for a fruit-
less patrol or in high spirits as the result of a successfu1 
one. 

Under this annoying periodic fire the Jap garrison fled, 
and ten days later, when Bluegi11's men stormed ashore 
in their rubber fold boat, not a Jap could be found.  Six 
buildings were found, including a radio shack, all badly 
damaged by bombardment; a light tower and a radio 
tower remained. Comdr. Eric L. Barr Jr., the Bluegi11's 
commanding officer, in his report writes an interesting 
description of the landing party's findings: 

"All buildings had been well constructed of concrete, but 
were now damaged beyond repair. Adjacent to the pump 
building was a tennis court.  At the southwest edge of the 
clearing was a pig-sty, and around the periphery of the 
settlement were boxes for weather recording equipment.  
At the north edge of the opening were two wooden guns 
guarded by two stuffed soldiers and an arch with a plaque 
bearing some Jap writing.  Under this a path lined with 
inverted saki bottles led to a small shrine which had two 
small adjacent doors, like those of a cupboard, opening 
out to the path. Opening the doors revealed offerings of 
bread fruit, melon, a money box, and two bottles of water 
from which protruded two green plants. The plants and 
fruit were still green which indicated recent occupancy 
estimated from 10 to 14 days. 

“Our investigation completed, we assembled around the 
flag pole, and at 1022 on 29 May 1945, a handful of sol-
diers (The Bluegill carried two members of the A.I.F. 
[Australian Imperial Forces]. Captain Cecil H. Anderson 
and Lieutenant Clifford J. Owens who belonged to special 
assessment command outfits known as M/Z units.  Begin-
ning early in the war, these small commando detachments 
were put ashore by submarines on Japanese occupied is-
lands.) and sailors stood at attention while the Stars and 
Stripes slowly ascended the flag pole and two captured 
Jap bugles blared forth. The land they now stood on was 
U. S. territory!  A plaque was then affixed to the base of 
the pole certifying the capture of the island by the crew of 
the USS Bluegill!”  The capture of Bluegill Island marked 
a climax to the fighting career of the submarine.  In previ-
ous patrols she had sunk 13 ships, including a Japanese 
cruiser, and damaged four more, totaling 63,059 tons. 
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Support Our Troops… 

Bill and Sheila Bryan continue to send “Care Packages” 
to our troops serving overseas and need our help!  She has 
been certified to mail directly to a requesting service per-
son.  Those willing to help in this project by donating 
item or funds to help pay for the cost of mailings please 
contact them at (360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, 
Stationary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug 
Wipes, Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. 
Post Office’s mailing boxes. 

So far the response from the base has been terrific and 
the troops are appreciative of our support of them. 

Let’s keep the boxes full.  Our men and women need to 
know that we are aware of their service and are willing to 
do whatever we can to show our Thanks. 

Lost Boats, January Lost Boats, January Lost Boats, January ———   

USS Scorpion (SS-278) — Lost on 5 January 1944 
with the loss of 77 Officers and Men 

USS Argonaut (SS-166) — Lost on 10 January 
1943 with the loss of 105 Officers and Men. 

USS Swordfish (SS-193) — Lost on 12 January 
1945 with the loss of 83 Officers and Men. 

USS S-36 (SS-141)  — Lost on 20 January 1942 
with no loss of life. 

USS S-26 (SS-131) — Lost on 24 January 1942 
with the loss of 46 Officers and Men. 

West set to be next MCPON... 

Fleet Master Chief (SS/SW) 
Rick West has been named the 
12th master chief petty officer 
of the Navy.  A career subma-
riner and 27-year Navy vet-
eran, West was tapped by 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. Gary Roughead on Fri-
day.  Roughead was West’s 
former boss at Fleet Forces 
Command and Pacific Fleet 
before the admiral became 
CNO.  West served for 11 years as a command master 
chief and has seen duty onboard five submarines and one 
destroyer.  He will take over for retiring Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy (SW/FMF) Joe Campa on 12 
Dec..  At two years and five months, Campa will have 
served the shortest tour as MCPON in the 41-year history 
of the job. 

West began his career as a submarine quartermaster and 
rose to become the senior enlisted sailor at Submarine 
Forces Pacific after being both a chief of the boat and a 
squadron command master chief.  His career headed for 
the surface when he became the command master chief of 
the destroyer Preble, operating out of San Diego — a tour 
he completed in 2005 when he was picked for the Pacific 
Fleet job. 

A native of Chattanooga, Tenn., he joined the Navy on 
14 Aug. 1980, spending nearly six months in the delayed 
entry program before reporting to recruit training in Or-
lando, Fla., on 4 Feb. 1981. 

After Campa announced his retirement, West immedi-
ately became the clear favorite in a field of 17 candidates 
during a month-long selection process. 

About West—Name: Rickey Dale West; Age: 45; Home: 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Enlisted: 14 Aug. 1980; Date of 
rank: 16 June 1997 

Career history: Tours aboard the ballistic missile subma-
rine Ethan Allen from 1981-82; the boomer Thomas Edi-
son from 1982-83; the fast-attack sub Sea Devil from 
1984-86; worked for Commander, Naval Activity United 
Kingdom from 1986-89; served aboard the boomer Te-
cumseh from 1989-1992; worked for Commander, Sub-
marine Forces Pacific Fleet from 1992-95; served aboard 
the fast-attack submarine Portsmouth from 1995 to 1997; 
worked for Commander, Submarine Squadron 11 from 
1997 to 2000; worked for Commander, Submarine Forces 
Pacific Fleet from 2001 to 2004; served aboard the de-
stroyer Preble from 2004 to 2005; worked for Com-
mander, Pacific Fleet from 2005 to 2007 and became 
Fleet Forces command master chief on 30 June 2007.  
Rick is also a USSVI member, Groton Base!  

mailto:bilshe94@aiml.com�
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From the Crew  From the Crew  From the Crew  ———       

  

Submariner From the Past  Submariner From the Past  Submariner From the Past  ———         

This month’s picture was taken 
right after boot camp and colorized 
at the base hobby shop.  Remember 
spending time there? 

Last month’s picture was “mattress 
back” Clair Pense (see page 8). 

Send me your picture.  E-Mail, 
Snail Mail, or drop it off at a meet-
ing.  Let’s keep this going. 

Always Remember… 

Sunday 7 December marked the 67th anniversary of the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor and our entry into WW II.  Let us never 
forget!— 

Let it never be said, that we don't remember. 
What Submariners have done, since that day in December. 
The sun shown bright, on that Pearl Harbor morning. 
When the enemy attacked, with little or no warning. 

The Tautog was there, with no time to think. 
And splashed one Japanese plane, right down in the drink. 
She sent twenty-six ships, to the depths of the sea. 
And came to be known, as the "Terrible T." 
The Sealion at Cavite, was the first to be caught. 
She was moored to a pier, but bravely she fought. 
Two bombs exploded, through the hull they did rip. 
And many brave submariners, died in their ship. 
There were many proud boats, like the Perch and the Finback. 
The Kraken, the Haddock, the Scamp and the Skipjack. 
We remember the Halibut, Blenny and Darter. 
And never forget, Sam Dealey in Harder. 
Cutter and Seahorse's, torpedoes ran true. 
She targeted the enemy, and sank many Marus. 
And although the enemy, was quite filled with hate. 
"Red" Ramage and Parche, showed many their fate. 
"Mush" Morton and Wahoo, never backed down from a fight. 
Fluckey and Barb, entered Namkwan Harbor one night. 
Many airman were saved, by O'Kane and the Tang. 
Some owe their lives, to Seafox, Tigrone and Trepang. 

We remember the honorable, boat called Barbel. 
Before she was lost, she gave the enemy hell. 
The Sturgeon, the Trigger, the Pollack had heart. 
The Torsk, made the last two frigates depart. 

Nowadays the cold war, seems to be a big factor. 
And submarines are powered, by nuclear reactors. 
The proud names are still there, the Tautog did shine. 
But her hull number by then, was Six Thirty Nine. 

Many boats gave their all, with heroic namesakes. 
Like Thresher, Scorpion, Nautilus and Skate. 
The Seadragon, Swordfish, Richard B. Russell and Dace. 
Have all stood out to sea, and heard the enemies trace. 

We remember "Forty-One For Freedom," whose patrols could-
n't fail. 
The George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Nathan Hale. 
Now the Alaska and Nebraska, and other Tridents are here. 
They patrol the deep oceans, so aggressive nations have fear. 
There are new boats on the line, called Cheyenne and Wyo-
ming. 
They will all do us proud, like the old Gudgeon and Grayling. 
So take time each day, and think of the past. 
Then toast the new Seawolf, for she's quiet and fast. 

Let it never be said, that we don't remember. 
What submariners have done, since that day in December. 
The sun still shines bright, every Pearl Harbor Morning. 
But never forget, the enemy attacks without warning. 

 
Author (c) By John Chaffey, Powell, WY SSN639, SSN687, SSBN619 
Member Wyoming and Montana USSVI Bases 

How I made it through Corp School  Collie Collins 

AMAZING HOME REMEDIES 
1. Avoid cutting yourself when slicing vegetables by getting 

someone else to hold the vegetables while you chop. 
2. Avoid arguments with the females about lifting the toilet seat 

by using the sink. 
3. For high blood pressure sufferers-simply cut yourself and 

bleed for a few minutes, thus reducing the pressure on your 
veins.  Remember to use a timer. 

4. A mouse trap placed on top of your alarm clock will prevent 
you from rolling over and going back to sleep after you hit 
the snooze button. 

5. If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of laxatives.  Then 
you'll be afraid to cough. 

6. You only need two tools in life-WD-40 and duct tape.  If it 
doesn't move and should, use the WD-40.  If it shouldn't 
move and does, use the duct tape. 

7. If you can't fix it with a hammer, you've got an electrical 
problem. 

DAILY THOUGHT: 
Some people are like SLINKIES- not really good for anything 

but they bring a smile to your face when pushed down 
the stairs. 
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Lone Sailor… 

The Lone Sailor statue is now in Bremerton.  Next time 
you venture up North, make sure you stop by the pier in 
downtown Bremerton and see the newest  addition to the 
waterfront.  He is located on the pier  between the Seattle 
ferry dock and the USS Turner Joy (DD-951).  The 
PSNS museum, with the USS Parche (SSN-683) sail out 
front, is within walking distance and well worth checking 
out while you are in the area.. 

Annual CHRISTMAS Party… 

40 base members and their guests attended this year’s 
Christmas Dinner and Base Meeting at the VFW Hall on 
Thursday, 11 December.  Many thanks go to “Virgie” 
Walters and her husband Bob for arranging and managing 
this years Dinner.  The food was excellent, especially the 
ham that needed only a fork to cut it. 

New base Commander, Chuck Nelson, is sworn in by 
outgoing Commander J.D. Corbett.  Chuck qualified in 
submarines in 1963 aboard the USS Blueback (SS-581) 
and  is a “plank owner” of Blueback base, joining in 
1993. 

 

The Missing Men Table 
Ceremony was done 
prior to dinner being 
served.  The reason for 
this ceremony is to ac-
knowledge the inability 
of our missing to be 
with us in the celebra-
tions we hold, because 
they have been left be-
hind, and to honor their 
sacrifice for this coun-
try.  Collie Collins was 
the moderator of the 
Ceremony while Bob 
Sumner tolled the bell.  

 

 Lest We Forget 

 

REMEMBER!!  
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BLUEBACK BASE AND 
NATIONAL DUES ARE NOW, AS 

OF 1 JANUARY 2009, OVERDUE!! 
 
Base Dues $15.00    Base & National Dues $35.00 
Dues must be paid by 31 January 2009 to retain 

membership in National and Blueback Base. 
 If you are an Annual Member of National & 

Blueback Base ($35.00). 
 If you are a Life Member of National &  an 

Annual Member of Blueback Base ($15.00). 

 Get your Dues Paid NOW. Send to : 

USSVI—Blueback Base 
PO Box 1887 

Clackamas, OR 97215-1887 

From USSVI Webpage... 

ROUND TUITS NEEDED!  

All un-renewed members will go 'dink' on 1 January 
2009, and un-renewed members as of midnight, 31 Janu-
ary, will be dropped from the organization entirely. 

Dropped subvets can rejoin without penalty, but will 
loose member seniority for Holland Club qualification 
and longevity pin awards. 

Please help your un-renewed shipmates find their 
"Round Tuits" so this doesn't happen to them. 

Before and After Pictures… 

Blueback  Base has subscribed to the picture option on 
the USSVI website so you can now have your “before and 
after” pictures (or either one) on line when you go to our 
webpage at: 

http://www.ussvi.org/base/Blueback.asp 

E-Mail your picture(s), in JPEG format, to me at 
daveem1ss@q.com and I will upload them / it for you.  
You can also send photos to me, or bring them to a meet-
ing and I will scan them and return the originals to you. 

Your will also find the latest on line version of  the Sani-
tary on this page by clicking on the                   button 
found on the left side of page. 

Tools… 

DRILL PRESS:  A tall upright machine useful for suddenly 
snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so that it 
smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across the room. 
WIRE WHEEL:  Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them 

somewhere under the workbench, at the speed of light.  Also, it 
removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in 
about the time it takes you to say, Oh sh--. 
ELECTRIC HAND DRILL:  Normally used for spinning 

pop rivets in their holes until you die of old age. 
SKILL SAW:  A portable cutting tool used to make studs too 

short. 
PLIERS:  Used to round off bolt heads.  Sometimes used in 

the creation of blood-blisters. 
BELT SANDER:  An electric sanding tool commonly used 

to convert minor touch-up jobs into major refinishing jobs. 
HACKSAW:  One of a family of cutting tools built on the 

Ouija board principle.  It transforms human energy into a 
crooked, unpredictable motion, and the more you attempt to 
influence its course, the more dismal your future becomes. 
TABLE SAW:  A large stationary power tool commonly 

used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall integrity. 

HAMMER:  Originally employed as a weapon of war, the 
hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to locate 
the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are trying to 
hit. 

DAMMIT TOOL:  Any handy tool that you grab and throw 
across the garage while yelling 'DAMMIT' at the top of your 
lungs.  It is also, most often, the next tool that you will need. 

http://www.ussvi.org/Blueback.asp�
mailto:daveem1ss@q.com�
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IT DOESN'T HURT TO HAVE A LITTLE BIBLI-
CAL HUMOR ONCE IN A WHILE.... 
Q.  What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth? 

A.  Ruthless. 

Q.  What do they call pastors in Germany? 
A.  German Shepherds. 

Q.  Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 
A.  Noah.  He was floating his stock while everyone 
else was in liquidation. 

Q.  Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?  
A.  Pharaoh's daughter.  She went down to the bank 
of the Nile and drew out a little prophet. 

Q.  What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible? 
A.  Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden 
in a Fury. David's Triumph was heard throughout the 
land.  Also, probably a Honda, because the apostles 
were all in one Accord. 

Q.  Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible? 
A.  Samson.  He brought the house down. 

Q.  What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why 
he no longer lived in Eden? 
A.  Your mother ate us out of house and home. 

Q.  Which servant of God was the most flagrant law-
breaker in the Bible? 
A.  Moses. He broke all 10 commandments at once. 

Q.  Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy? 
A.  The area around Jordan.  The banks were always 
overflowing. 

Q.  Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bi-
ble? 
A.  David.  He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep. 

Q.  Which Bible character had no parents? 
A.  Joshua, son of Nun. 

Q.  Why didn't they play cards on the Ark? 
A.  Because Noah was standing on the deck. 

PS. Did you know it's a sin for a woman to make coffee? 
Yup, it's in the Bible. It says . . . 'He-brews' (Groan...) 

“Bring them all, as well,” the lawyer answered.  They all 
entered the car, which was no easy task, even for a car as 
large as the Limousine was.  Once underway, one of the 
poor fellows turned to the lawyer and said, “Sir, you are 
too kind.  Thank you for taking all of us with you.” 

The lawyer replied, “Glad to do it.  You'll really love my 
place.  The grass is almost a foot high.” 

One afternoon a lawyer was riding in his limousine when 
he saw two men along the roadside eating grass.  Dis-
turbed, he ordered his driver to stop and he got out to in-
vestigate. 

He asked one man, “Why are you eating grass?”  '”We 
don't have any money for food,” the poor man replied.  
“We have to eat grass.”  “Well, then, you can come with 
me to my house and I'll feed you,” the lawyer said. 

“But sir, I have a wife and two children with me.  They 
are over there, under that tree.”  “  Bring them along,” the 
lawyer replied. 

Turning to the other poor man he stated, “You come with 
us, also.”  The second man, in a pitiful voice, then said, 
“But sir, I also have a wife and SIX children with me!'” 

Corpsmen Who Wear Silver Dolphins... 

To his fellow submarine crewman he’s “Doc,” the man 
they depend upon to treat them when they’re ill and ad-
vise them when they’re well.  The purity of the air they 
breathe and of the food they eat is his responsibility. 

Although medicine is his profession, “Doc” knows his 
boat as well as any other submariner.  He trained with 
them and earned his silver dolphins.  Because he wears 
the same device on his uniform as an auxilliaryman, an 
engineman, and a machinist’s mate, the submarine corps-
man must also qualify the same way.  That means know-
ing his boat from stem to stern. 

On the nuclear powered boats, “Doc” is a nuclear subma-
rine medicine technician (HM-8402), one of a unique 
group of Navy corpsmen. These corpsmen provide the 
only medical care aboard the Navy’s attack and fleet bal-
listic missile submarines when those boats are at sea.  Di-
agnosing and treating disease and injury are only part of 
his job.  He is in charge of the boat’s radiation health, oc-
cupational and preventive medicine, and atmosphere con-
trol programs. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Those who have served as corpsmen in the submarine 
service insist that the challenge is unequaled anywhere. 

Like independent duty corpsmen assigned to other ships, 
submarine corpsmen head their respective medical depart-
ments and are responsible for maintaining the health of 
their crews and the living and working environment.  
They differ from other independent duty corpsmen in de-
gree of independence.  A corpsman assigned to a de-
stroyer or frigate can consult, in an emergency, by radio 
with other surface ships having physicians aboard.  But, 
because radio silence is essential for the success of a sub-
marine’s mission, submarine corpsmen must carry on 
their duties in situations where medical advice is some-
times impossible to obtain. 

Although submarine people are the best medically 
screened crews in the Navy, a corpsman’s diagnosis of 
serious disease or injury is his alone.  In the most extreme 
case he might have to advise the skipper as to whether a 
patient should be medically evacuated.  Such an event 
could well abort a submarine’s mission. 

To say that submarine corpsmen carry tremendous re-
sponsibility upon their shoulders would be an understate-
ment.  Although few in number this elite group plays key 
roles in safeguarding the health of those who serve in the 
submarine service. 
from All Hands August 1983 

(Continued from page 11) 

Sighted Tubs, Sank Same… 

It isn’t often a U.S. submarine in need of help can get it.  
But during one of the milk runs over Japan, Army P-51’s 
escorting Superforts picked up a radio message from a 
sub which said that a little bit of assistance in a jiffy 
would be welcome.  Three picket boats, it seems, were 
attacking the sub, and would the Army Mustangs drop 
down, please, and give a fellow a hand? 

Three Mustangs, led by 1st Lt. John F. Galbraith, peeled 
off to take a peek and a poke at the pickets. 

“The first sweep,” reported Lt. Galbraith, “cleaned the 
decks.  We saw the crews run toward the deckhouses. … 
After the first couple of passes, the boat on the left turned 
to one side.  It stopped.  So did the middle one.  A lot of 
smoke shot up.  We made six or seven passes, getting 
long bursts. … The boats had guns on the foredecks, long
-barreled and swivel mounted.  After the first pass, the 
guns just swung around unmanned.” 

A little later, the sub complained that one of the Jap 
boats was still coming.  So the three Mustangs ganged up 
on it, made six passes and “the deckhouse lit up.”  As the 
Mustangs, their extra-curricular activities completed, 
headed back to their Iwo Jima base, the sub’s radio 

chirped:   “Boys, we love you.  Good work and good 
luck.”    from All Hands July 1945 

Old Age... 

Reporters interviewing a 104 year-old woman: 

"And what do you think is the best thing about being 
104?" the reporter asked. 

She simply replied, "No peer pressure." 

 A 97 year old man goes into his doctor's office and says, 
"Doc, I want my sex drive lowered." 

"Sir", replied the doctor, "You're 97. Don't you think 
your sex drive is all in your head?" 

"You're damned right it is!" replied the old man.  "That's 
why I want it lowered!" 

God, grant me the senility to forget the people I never 
liked anyway, the good fortune to run into the ones I do, 
and the eyesight to tell the difference. 
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