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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 12 February 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 12 February 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon February 2009 # 179 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“ To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.   
That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments,  
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 

FFFORWARDORWARDORWARD   BBBATTERYATTERYATTERY   

BASE COMMANDER: 
Chuck Nelson 360-694-5069 

VICE COMMANDER: 
Ron Darkes 503-630-6330 

SECRETARY: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 

TREASURER: 
Scott Duncan 503-667-0728 

CHAPLAIN: 
Scott Duncan 503-667-0728 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT: 
George Hudson 503-843-2082 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN: 
Mike LaPan 503-655-7797 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: 
LeRoy Vick 503-367-6087 

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford 503-632-4535 

SMALL STORES BOSS: 
Bill Bryan 360-546-1111 

TRUSTEE: 
Fred Carneau 503-654-0451 

SANITARY EDITOR: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 
                                               daveem1ss@q.com 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford 503-632-4535 

PAST BASE COMMANDER: 
J.D. Corbett 503-304-1700 

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND ALL 
AROUND GOOD GUY… 

Bob Walters 503-284-8693 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 
8 January 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base 

Commander, Chuck Nelson 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for January, George Hu-

don and “Collie” Collins. 
Invocation by base Chaplin, Scott Duncan 
Pledge of Allegiance led by COB George Hudson 
Introductions: All 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman 
Old Business: 

Blueback status—A long discussion was had 
as to what is happening aboard the Blue-
back with OMSI’s new management sys-
tem in place.  It was finally agreed that the 
base would neither endorse or oppose the 
way Blueback is being managed until it has 
been determined if the boat is being main-
tained to submarine standards.  More on 
this at next month’s meeting, until then we 
will maintain a wait and see attitude. 

Bill Bryan reported that our support of our 
troops overseas, especially in Afghanistan 
is greatly appreciated by them and offers 
their thanks to the base.  Keep up the good 
work. 

New Business: 
We need a NEW STOREKEEPER.  Bill 

Bryan needs a break.  Avoid the rush, vol-
unteer now. 

Suggested by “Collie” Collins that we look 
into holding our annual picnic at the new 
L.L. “Stub” Stewart State Park.  The park is 
located in Vernonia. 

Requested input from members as to location 
for Submarine Birthday Brunch.  Know of 
a good location?  Let the Base Commander 
know by the February meeting. 

A motion was made by Bob Sumner and sec-
onded that the Base donate $300 dollars to 
the Albacore Memorial being constructed 
in Beaverton’s Veteran’s Memorial Park.  
Motion passed.  $300 will be so donated. 

Discussion as to where Base will participate in 
Memorial Day ceremonies.  With the situa-
tion the way it is at OMSI it was suggested 
that we go to Beaverton’s Park and hold 
our ceremony there.  More discussion will 

take place on this at future meetings. 
50/50 Raffle:$11.00 won by Dallas Dolan 
Good of the Order: 

Gary Webb commented on the fact that Base 
members do get something for their Na-
tional dues.  They can now have a “before 
and after picture on the National Web Page.  
Just get your pictures to Dave Vrooman and 
he will get them published on line for you. 

(Or not so good)  Keith Miller has notified the 
Red Cross that due to lack of participation, 
they can no longer count on the Base for 
donations. 

Benediction by Base Chaplin Scott Duncan. 

2000 Meeting adjourned 

Sailing List—26 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Burgess; 
Bywater; Carneau; Collins, Collie; Corbett; 
Cox; Crosby; Dennis; Dolan; Duncan; Fong; 
Hager, Hudson; Jackson; Keffer; Lee; Miller; 
Nelson; Parker; Seel; Stafford; Sumner; 
Thrall; Vrooman; Webb. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 
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This month our picture is 
from the archives of a mem-
ber who you may think 
comes all the way from 
Texas.  Last month was a 
picture of your editor, Dave 
Vrooman.  Everyone would 
like to see your picture here.  
E-Mail it to me or send it by 
snail mail.  I will scan the 
picture and get it back to you. 

Better yet you can bring 
your pictures to 
the meeting. 

SUBMARINER FROMSUBMARINER FROMSUBMARINER FROM   

THE PAST THE PAST THE PAST ———   

Sub completes pleasure cruise… 

The USS Tiru (SS-416) just recently finished a pleasure 
cruise to the 
Orient ex-
per iencing 
warm sunny 
days and 
b a l m y 
mo o n l i g h t 
nights all 
the way 
over. 

A very in-
t e r e s t i n g 
program of 
events had been well planned for us in advance.  Lectures 
covering a wide variety of subjects, even to the extent of 
teaching us a new language had been arranged. 

We were most fortunate in being present when three of 
our passengers were awarded distinctive honors.  
“Schnozzle” Olsen, HMC “Florence Nightingale” Raines, 
and Ed “Dildew” Simpson received their presentations 
within the hallowed walls of the after room.  The ceremo-
nies were presided over with dignity and finesse by our 
own beloved “Professor” Doty, humorist, leading car-
toonist and cynic, writer of distinction, and connoisseur of 
the arts. 

Their medals and certificates of commendation were 
awarded for achievements of an extraordinary caliber.  
One could easily see that they were touched very deeply 
by all this public display of admiration and honor.  Their 
modesty stirred us so, it brought tears to our eyes. 

McClure, our new cook, has been drinking all of his 
meals—through his veins.  After seeing all the needle 

holes in his arm we have come to the sad conclusion that 
he has become a hopeless addict of glucose. 

Kamakeeaina, while on lookout, suddenly doubled up 
with severe stomach cramps.  Of course two of his ship-
mates immediately came to his aid and proceeded to drop 
him in a heap through the conning tower hatch.  From 
there he was dragged aft to his bunk and was soon resting 
easily.  Seriously though, we are all glad both he and 
McClure are feeling fit and well again. 

There is a unique organization aboard known as the 
“Amalgamated Order of the Proboscis Soci-
ety” (sometimes referred to as “The Royal Order of the 
Elongated Snorkel”).  Its most outstanding members be-
ing Olsen, ET3; Zitnik, FT1; and “Alex” Alexander, 
YNC.  When all three of them are in the control room 
inhaling at the same time, they use up so much air it 
makes it very hard for anyone else to breathe. 

More about the adventures and travel, mishaps and mis-
givings of the Tiru and her crew to be continued.—Lee 
Ward, QMS2, USNR. 
from Patrol U.S. Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, 

T.H. Saturday 30 June 1951 

Daddy, how was I born? 

A little boy goes to his father and asks "Daddy, how was 
I born?"  

The father answers, "Well, son, I guess one day you will 
need to find out anyway! 

Your Mom and I first got together in a chat room on Ya-
hoo. 

Then I set up a date via e-mail with your Mom and we 
met at a cyber-cafe. 

We sneaked into a secluded room, where your mother 
agreed to a download from my hard drive. 

As soon as I was ready to upload, we discovered that 
neither one of us had used a firewall, and since it was too 
late to hit the delete button, nine months later—a little 
Pop-Up appeared that said:  "You got Male!" 

Tractor 

A farmer has three sons.  One day, his oldest boy comes 
to him and pleads with him that he is graduating from 
school and would really like to get a car.  His father says, 
“Son, come with me.”  He takes him to the barn and 
points to the farm tractor and says, “That tractor is needed 
here on the farm and I promise that as soon as it’s paid 
for, we’ll get you a car.”  The boy was not too happy but 
he did understand the situation and said, “Okay, Dad.” 

A week later, his second son (10 years old) approaches 

(Continued on page 4) 
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him wanting a new two-wheel bicycle. Well, he gets the 
same excuse, “as soon as that tractor is paid for.” 

Shortly, a few days later, son number 3, his youngest, 
comes bugging him for a tricycle.  Again, ol' Dad gives 
him the lecture about the tractor being paid for first.  
While leaving the barn, the young boy, more than a little 
disgusted with the whole thing, sees a rooster mating with 
one of the hens and promptly goes over and kicks the 
rooster clean off the hen’s back, mumbling to himself the 
whole time. 

His dad says, “Son, why on earth would you do some-
thing like that?  He didn't do anything to you to deserve 
that!?”  The little boy looks his Dad right square in the 
eye and says, “Hey, nobody rides anything around here 
until that damn tractor is paid for.” 

(Continued from page 3) 

FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  ———         

USS Blueback… 

The snow and ice storms have brought us the potential 
for a good run-off as it melts into all the rivers flowing 
into the Willamette.  In the past this caused a rise to flood 
level of 28 ft. above flood stage! 

The USS Blueback is in downstream current from the 
foot of the Ross Island and brings a lot of Debris that 
gathers in the moorage upstream, Choking the Gangway 
and making access to the Blueback difficult. 

The Blueback is anchored to two stanchions that reach 
30 feet high!  It is attached to each stanchion with a large 

diameter pin, that can be withdrawn to make her free! 

As it reaches top of stanchion it would begin a list to 
Port, exposing watertight doors.  With heavy river flow 
adding pressure to moorage it may be difficult to remove 
pins. 

Some thought should be given to how and when action 
should be taken to fee her from Moorage.  Could she be 
tied with heavy lines to moorage?  If not, then where are 
we going to put her? 

She can’t go down river with Periscopes and snorkel 
raised, not able to clear the bridges.  A tow upstream to 
wherever, would be all the tug could do to hold her in the 
swift current. 

Does OMSI remember this? 

RG Walker would! 
from Dallas Dolan 

Only Live Polaris Missile Test... 

On 6 May 1962, USS Ethan Allen (SSBN-606), under 
the command of Captain Paul Lacy and with Admiral 
Levering Smith aboard, launched a nuclear-armed A2 
Polaris missile.  The submarine was off shore of the 
PMRF (Pacific Missile Range Facility) located on the 
western shores of Kauai, Hawaii at the time of launch.  
The nuclear warhead flew over the South Pacific toward 
Christmas Island and detonated in an airburst at 11,000 ft 
(3.4Km).  That test (Frigate Bird), part of Operation 
Dominic I, was the only complete operational test of an 
American ballistic missile.  The warhead hit "right in the 
pickle barrel." 

Operation Dominic was a series of 105 nuclear test ex-
plosions conducted in 1962 and 1963 by the United 
States.  Those conducted in the Pacific are sometimes 
called Dominic I.  The blasts in Nevada are known as 
Dominic II. 

USS Ethan Allen (SSBN-608), lead ship of her class, 
was first FBM designed from the outset as a missile firing 
submarine. 

(Continued on page 6) 

SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———    
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Support Our Troops… 

Bill and Sheila Bryan continue to send “Care Packages” 
to our troops serving overseas and need our help!  She has 
been certified to mail directly to a requesting service per-
son.  Those willing to help in this project by donating 
item or funds to help pay for the cost of mailings please 
contact them at (360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, 
Stationary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug 
Wipes, Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. 
Post Office’s mailing boxes. 

So far the response from the base has been terrific and 
the troops are appreciative of our support of them. 

Let’s keep the boxes full.  Our men and women need to 
know that we are aware of their service and are willing to 
do whatever we can to show our Thanks. 

LOST BOATS, FEBRUARY LOST BOATS, FEBRUARY LOST BOATS, FEBRUARY ———   

   

USS Barbel (SS-316) — Lost on 4 February 1945 
with the loss of 81 Officers and Men 

USS Shark (SS-174) — Lost on 11 February 1942 
with the loss of 59 Officers and Men. 

USS Amberjack (SS-219) — Lost on 16 February 
1943 with the loss of 72 Officers and Men. 

USS Grayback (SS-208)  — Lost on 27 February 
1944 with the loss of 80 Officers and Men. 

USS Trout (SS-202) — Lost on 29 February 1944 
with the loss of 79 Officers and Men. 

VA Health Enrollment to Rise 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced 
plans to re-open enrollment in its health care system by 
July, 2009 to about 265,000 veterans whose incomes ex-
ceed the current VA means test and geographic means test 
income thresholds by 10 percent or less.  Congress pro-
vided funds in VA's fiscal year 2009 budget to support the 
new enrollment.  VA's computer systems are being modi-
fied to accommodate the changes, and the Department is 
preparing communication and education materials to en-
sure that Congress, veterans service organizations, and the 
public are aware of the coming changes.  The new rule 
will take effect by 30 June 2009, if the regulatory process 
proceeds smoothly. 

Veterans who applied for VA enrollment on or after 1 
Jan. this year, and were rejected as Priority 8 veterans, 
need not reapply. Their applications, which already show 
their 2008 incomes, will be reconsidered and, if they fall 
under new higher thresholds, enrollment will be ap-
proved. 

Applicants denied enrollment for having Priority 8 in-
come before 2009 will have to reapply because VA needs 
to see income information for 2008.  

More details on enrollment eligibility expansion are 
available online at www.va.gov/healtheligibility or by 
calling 1-877-222 VETS (8387).  

                      To learn more, read the full article at             
Military.com. 

Our Base Donation in Use… 

The money that the base and some individual members 
sent to help restore the USS Cavalla (SSK-244) to pre 
hurricane Ike condition is helping out.  Here is the latest 
report from Seawolf Park in Galveston, Tx. 

On the Cavalla, the two "tourist" hatches have rubber 
gaskets that saw better days 40 years ago, and apparently 
they leaked.  

The FTR wasn't too bad, but the ATR took the most 
damage. All the damaged tiles have been removed and the 
area very well cleaned up.  

The ships 480/120V transformer was flooded out, but 
Mike Pullen's company donated a new and larger trans-
former, so we have power throughout the boat. 

The bilges in the other compartments have been filling 
over the years from condensation.  The bilges can't be 
pumped to the sewer system, due to the oil content.  

The bilges on the Cavalla have been pumped down and 
then they plan on power washing the lower levels and 
filling with water as high as possible.  

After that the contractor comes back out and pumps the 
bilges dry.  We can't pump the bilges to the environment 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Her keel was laid down by the Electric Boat Corporation 
of Groton, Connecticut. She was launched on 22 Novem-
ber 1960, sponsored by Mrs. Robert H. Hopkins, great-
great-great-granddaughter of Ethan Allen.  The boat was 
commissioned on 8 August 1961, with Commander Paul 
L. Lacy, Jr., commanding Blue Crew and Commander W. 
W. Behrens, Jr., commanding the Gold Crew. 

To make room for the new Ohio-class ballistic missile 
submarines within the limitations of SALT II, Ethan Al-
len's missile tubes were disabled, and she was re-
designated an attack submarine with hull classification 
symbol SSN-608 on 1 September 1980. 

Ethan Allen was decommissioned on 31 March 1983 
and stricken from the Naval Vessel Register two days 
later. The hulk was tied up at Puget Sound Naval Ship-
yard in Bremerton, Washington, until entering the Nu-
clear Powered Ship-Submarine Recycling 
Program. 

(Only Live Polaris Missile Test—Continued from page 4) 

due to the oil.  This requires the water/oil to be hauled to 
a treatment plant (costs money). 

After the bilges get flushed a few times, we can probably 
open them up for complete cleaning and restoration.  The 
only problem is that those da$%%#$mn deck hatches 
have shrunk over the years and it takes a skinny and nim-
ble person to get below the plates (anyone remember see-
ing someone by that description?) 

The torpedo that was by the Cavalla's stern got washed 
under the boat and the boat came down on it, so that the 
tail assembly on the torpedo was bent about 30 degrees. 

To see pre and post IKE photos, visit 
http://www.cavalla244.org/photos.htm 

The Cavalla Historical Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non 
profit organization needs your support in the recovery 
effort. Your tax deductable donation may be sent to: 

Cavalla Historical Foundation 
2504 Church Street 
Galveston, TX 77550 

(Our Base Donation in Use—Continued from page 5) 

A n old Indian was asked the  
name of his wife 

H e replied, “Wife Name— 
Three Horse.” 

“T hat’s an un-
usual name for 
your wife — Three 
Horse —. 

W hat does it mean?” 

“I t’s an old Indian name.  
Means 
Nag, Nag, Nag.” 

I need your input! 

Please send your news, stories, jokes, articles, or any-
thing else you would like to see in the Sanitary to me, 
Dave Vrooman.  Feedback too. 

I am the current Sanitary editor.  I replaced Bob Walters.  
Even though sending your information to him eventually 
ends up with me it is a lot easier on Bob if you send info 
directly to me. 

Let’s make Bob’s life EASIER! 

Snail Mail — Send to: 

Dave Vrooman 
#D 209 NE 148th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97230 

E-Mail — Send to: 

daveem1ss@q.com 

OR—Bring it with you to the next meeting!  Thank You 

http://www.cavalla244.org/photos.htm�
mailto:daveem1ss@q.com�
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U.S. Submarine Veterans WWII Calendars… 

There are still U.S. Submarine Veterans World War II 
2009 calendars available.  Proceeds go to the USS Alba-
core (SS-218) Memorial.  Calendars are $7.00 each plus 
shipping.  Contact Tudor Davis to get yours before they 
are all gone.  DavisSS232@aol.com 

RADM. Jack Barrett… 

From Tudor Davis:  Rec’d call this AM 0930 hours .  The 
Adm. is in MGM Anderson Cancer center in Texas.  He is 
getting Chemo & is on Anti Nausea so is doing well.  He’ll 
be back home in February & will cont. on program for 
some time in the Hood River/The Dalles area.  Sorry I 
didn't get address as the msg. was short & sounded as 
though he had things to do & couldn't talk long.  I'll try to 
get an address so we can send cards etc.  I put his E-Mail 
last on this msg..  I think he has his Lap Top or Joan has 
it.  Main part of MSG is he said he feels good. 

Tudor 

Contact me or Tudor for his E-Mail Address.  I will keep 
all of you updated as I learn more.—
Editor 

Dink List.. 

The following members are on the National Dink List 
and they will be dropped as a member of USSVI on 15 
February 2009.  Due to the current economic situation the 
USSVI Board of Directors has seen fit to make this one 
time concession as regards the payment of 2009 annual 

(Continued on page 8) 

More on the NEW Navy Uniform… 

Here's the new Navy 
enlisted, BDU (Battle 
Dress Uniform)-style 
uniform as displayed 
at the Defense Logis-
tic Agency exhibit 
b o o t h ,  A F C E A 
(Armed Forces Com-
munications and Elec-
tronics Association) 
West 2008 conference 
in sunny San Diego, 
CA. 

The new NWU 
(Navy Working Uni-
form) will include 
several cold weather 
options, such as a uni-
sex pullover sweater, 
a fleece jacket, and a 
parka. It comes in 
three camo patterns, 
the main one being the 
blue/gray variant you 
see here, with wood-
land and desert digital palette for those going ashore. 

The permanent press, 50/50 nylon and cotton blend 
NWU will replace seven different styles of current work-
ing uniforms and is to be worn with a blue cotton t-shirt, 
eight-point USMC-style cover, a black web belt and black 
leather boots, according to the Navy.  

"These are good uniforms, designed to support the mod-
ern Sailor," said then Chief of Naval Operations Adm. 
Mike Mullen who approved plans for the new outfit. 
"Durability, safety, ease of wear and cleaning were all 
factors that weighed heavily on my mind. This wasn't a 
popularity contest by any stretch, but we would have been 
foolish not to consider the opinions of the men and 
women who will wear these uniforms." 

But a few of those men and women who filed by the ex-
hibit were less than impressed. Biggest complaint...what's 
with the buttons? Two for each pocket. This is 2008, how 
'bout some Velcro? And why no waist band adjuster 
strap? 

"We'll be getting complaints three hours after these are 
issued," one Navy Captain grumbled as he filed out the 
comment form offered up by the DLA (Defense Logistics 
Agency) guy.  

Next up for the sartorial service could be a revival of the 
Service Dress Khaki, a new pea coat and maybe a 

ceremonial cutlass for chiefs. 

 

mailto:DavisSS232@aol.com�
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The Lie... 

Bob, a 70-year-old, extremely wealthy widower, shows 
up at the Country Club with a breathtakingly beautiful 
and very sexy 25-year-old blonde-haired woman who 
knocks everyone’s socks off with her youthful sex appeal 
and charm and who hangs over Bob’s arm and listens in-
tently to his every word.  His buddies at the club are all 
aghast.  At the very first chance, they corner him and ask, 
“Bob, how did you get the trophy girlfriend?”  Bob re-
plies, “Girlfriend?  She's my wife!”  They are knocked 
over, but continue to ask.  “So, how did you persuade her 
to marry you?”  “I lied about my age,” Bob replies. 
“What, did you tell her you were only 50?”  Bob smiles 
and says, “No, I told her I was 90.” 

 

dues.  The deadline has been extended from 31 January to 
15 February 2009.  This is a one time extension.  The fi-
nal date for dues was 31 December 2008.  On 1 January 
2009 all unpaid dues members were removed from “good 
standing” status.  On 1 January all unpaid members were 
blocked from access to the national data base.  On 1 Feb-
ruary 2009, they are scheduled to be dropped from the 
rolls of USSVI.  If you think your name is listed here in 
error please let me know right away.—Dave 

(Dink List — Continued from page 7) 

Bell, Ronald Kayser, Michael McCrary, William 

Bowman, Richard Kelley, Martin  

Herman, Herbert Mapes, Martin  

SUMBICH... 

A filthy rich North Carolina man decided that he wanted 
to throw a party and invited all of his buddies and 
neighbors.  He also invited Leroy, the only redneck in the 
neighbor-hood.  He held the party around the pool in the 
backyard of his mansion. 

Leroy was having a good time drinking, dancing, eating 
shrimp, oysters and BBQ and flirting with all the women.  
At the height of the party, the host said, "I have a 10 ft 
man-eating gator in my pool and I'll give a million dollars 
to anyone who has the nerve to jump in."  The words 
were barely out of his mouth when there was a loud 
splash and everyone turned around and saw Leroy in the 
pool! 

Leroy was fighting the gator and kicking its ass!  Leroy 
was jabbing the gator in the eyes with his thumbs, throw-
ing punches, head butts and choke holds, biting the gator 
on the tail and flipping the gator through the air like some 
kind of Judo Instructor.  The water was churning and 
splashing everywhere.  Both Leroy and the gator were 
screaming and raising hell. 

Finally Leroy strangled the gator and let it float to the top 
like a dime store goldfish Leroy then slowly climbed out 
of the pool.  Everybody was just staring at him in disbe-
lief. 

Finally the host says, "Well, Leroy, I reckon I owe you a 
million dollars."  "No, that's okay, I don't want it," said 
Leroy. 

The rich man said, "Man, I have to give you something, 
you won the bet, how about half a million bucks then?" 

"No thanks, I don't want it," answered Leroy. 

The host said, "Come on, I insist on giving you some-
thing.  That was amazing, how about a new Porsche and a 
Rolex and some stock options?" 

Again Leroy said "no". 

Confused, the rich man asked, "Well, Leroy, then what 
do you want?" 

Leroy said, "I want the name of the sumbich who pushed 
me in the pool!" 
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Name  (Last, First, Middle Initial): _________________________________ US Cit: __ Last 4 of SS#:_______ 

Spouse/Guest: (Last, First, Middle Initial): ___________________________US Cit: __ Last 4 of SS#:_______ 

Other Guests: (Last, First, Middle Initial): ____________________________US Cit: __ Last 4 of SS#:_______ 

Street Address:_________________________________ City: __________________St: ___ Zip:________ 

Phone: ___________________ Cell: __________________ E-mail: _______________________________  

 Day/Date Event    Cost    Qty     Total 

     Conference Registration Fee Per Person by  1 May       $20   

     Conference Registration Fee Per Person after 1 May       $30    

  Wed  5/20          Welcome Aboard Party (Free) 1700‐1900 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐ 

 ‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

  Thu   5/21 
    Bangor Base Tour includes Trident Training Facility, Deterrent Park (Free) (Pay 

    for own lunch on Base)  1000‐1500 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐ 

     ‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

  Thu  5/21 

    Bangor Base Tour includes Submarine Tour (must be fit to climb ladder 

    up & Down 40’), Deterrent Park (Free) (Pay for own lunch on Base) 

    1000‐1500 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐ 

‐  ‐   ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

   Fri   5/22     Keyport Museum Tour Including Tolling of the Boats Ceremony  0900‐1130 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐ 

‐  ‐   ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

   Fri   5/22     Poulsbo Shopping Adventure  1300‐1600 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
‐‐ 

‐  ‐   ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

   Fri   5/22     Puget Sound Naval Ship Yard Harbor Tour 1300‐1600      $30    

   Fri   5/22     Banquet at Silverdale Beach Hotel 1800‐???      $40    

        Hard Copy Confirmation (E‐mail confirmation free)       $1    

           Total     

WWII Subvets NW Regional/USSVI WRD4 
2009 Joint Conference Registration Form 

20 (Wed) – 22 May (Fri) 2009 
Silverdale Beach Hotel 

Silverdale, WA  

Note:  Attendance in any activity requires paid registration with conference 

Acceptable Payment by Check or Money Oder 

 made out to USSVI Bremerton Base.               Send to:   2009 Joint NW WWII SV/USSVI WRD4 Conference 

                                                                                                     PO Box 465 

                                                                                                     Silverdale, WA 98383-0465 

On line Registration Form is also available http://gertrude-check.up-scope.org/2009conference 

 

Attendees wishing to stay at the conference center (Silverdale Beach Hotel, Rm rate $98.43 including tax), please 
call 360-698-1000 to make reservation.  Mention you are with the conference. 

NW Regional Conference Registration Form... 
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Hawaii to be new Submarine Hub… 

Two-thirds of the Navy's new Virginia-class submarines 
initially will be based at Pearl Harbor, making Hawai'i the 
main hub for the advanced attack submarines, Navy offi-
cials said yesterday. 

The Navy plans to build 30 of the nuclear submarines, 
which cost up to $2.5 billion apiece, carry torpedoes and 
missiles, and can drop off commandos close to shore. 

The Navy isn't releasing the exact number or arrival 
schedule for subs coming to Pearl Harbor beyond the USS 
Hawaii (SSN-776), expected in late June, and the USS 
Texas (SSN-SSN775), scheduled to arrive in late October 
or early November. 

U.S. Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, D-Hawaii, previously has 
said the USS North Carolina (SSN-777) also will be 
home ported there. 

Capt. W. Scott Gureck, a spokesman for the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, said Virginia-class submarines initially will be 
home ported in Groton, Conn., and at Pearl Harbor.  At 
least four that are in active service have operated tempo-
rarily out of the East Coast. 

The 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review, a 20-year plan-
ning roadmap for the military, called for 60 percent of 
attack submarines to be based in the Pacific and 40 per-
cent in the Atlantic. 

"The initial (Virginia-class) home porting will indeed be 
at Groton and Pearl Harbor, but eventually they will be 
everywhere we currently have Los Angeles-class (subs)," 
Gureck said. "It's just from a parts standpoint and mainte-
nance standpoint, you don't want to put a couple Virgin-
ias in all the locations. You want to put them where you 
have critical mass." 

The overall number of attack submarines at Pearl Harbor 
— about 15 — will not change, Gureck said. The new 
Virginia class will replace existing Los Angeles-class 
submarines as the older class reaches the end of its life-
span, he said. 

The Virginia-class arrival is good news for Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard, the state's largest industrial employer, 
with 4,200 civilian workers. 

About 90 percent of the yard's work has been on the ag-
ing Los Angeles-class attack submarines, including main-
tenance as well as nuclear reactor refueling and defueling. 

Capt. Gregory Thomas, who commands the shipyard, 
yesterday said the switch to Virginia-class work "keeps 
us focused on what's been our principal product here for 
the past 10 years — which is submarines." 

"It's a very smooth transition," Thomas said, adding that 
the workload should mean an increase to about 4,400 
shipyard workers by 2013. The bulk of the work was non-
reactor servicing, and that will continue with the Virginia 
subs, he said. 

Northrop Grumman is producing the Virginia-class sub-
marines in a teaming arrangement with General Dynamics 
Electric Boat. The Virginia class is ultimately expected to 
total 30 vessels. 

Ten of the vessels have been delivered or were already 
under contract before a December award of a $14 billion 
contract for eight more of the submarines, according to 
Bloomberg News. 

The contract calls for construction of one submarine in 
each of the years 2009 and 2010, and two per year from 
2011 to 2013. 

The submarines are 377 feet long and have a beam of 34 
feet. They can operate at underwater speeds of more than 
25 knots, dive more than 800 feet and stay submerged for 
up to three months at a time. 

The submarines also are equipped with a lock-out cham-
ber large enough for nine commandos, more than triple 

the capacity of older submarines. 
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MORE FROM THE CREW  MORE FROM THE CREW  MORE FROM THE CREW  ——— 

Good Samaritan Sub Vet critically injured… 

I guess I would be considered an “at large” member right 
now since I am a life member of the sub vets but not cur-
rently active.  I wanted to bring something to the attention 
of the Blueback base. 

I served on the USS Nevada (SSBN-733) for several 
years with Nels Hadden.  He also served and qualified on 
the USS Alabama (SSBN-731).  You may have seen this 
on the news... 

ht tp: / /salem-news.com/art icles/ january272009/
pendleton_crash_1--27-09.php 

[This accident happened on 27 January 2009.  According 
to the linked story Hadden, of Pendleton stopped to help a 
motorist that had spun on a patch of ice and overturned 
her vehicle.  Hadden was standing on the shoulder of the 
freeway when an eastbound vehicle, lost control and slid 
off the south side of the freeway striking him.] 

Nels is now in ICU at Emmanuel, in Portland, and is in 
bad shape.  They believe he will recover, but he has com-
pound fractures in both legs, one arm, broken ribs, wrist 
and ankles.  He also has a lot of internal issues and has 
been in and out of surgery.  He will likely be in the hospi-
tal for weeks.  Nels is a father of two teenagers and a hus-
band...along with being a sub vet.  Plus, he is a friend and 
an all around good guy. 

He stopped on I-84 to perform a selfless act and has 
nearly paid for it with his life.  He will likely recover but 
will never be the same. 

I send you this to ask for your prayers and just to let peo-
ple know that a sub-vet is out there performing good 
deeds and doing good things. 

Please pass on the word. 

Submarine commander in hot water... 

A NEWLY appointed Australian Navy submarine com-
mander is in hot water for suggesting that women sailors 
wearing bikinis might help to boost recruitment. 

Commander Tom Phillips, appointed to the helm of 
Collins class submarine HMAS Farncomb last year, also 
said the submarine equivalent of the “mile-high club” is 
the “going down club.” 

In an interview with men’s magazine Ralph he revealed 
the naval uniform works to “either pull a chick or get in a 
fight.” 

Asked by the magazine “if female sailors all had to be 
hot and had to wear bikinis, would that help recruit-
ment?”, Commander Phillips is quoted as responding: “It 
would certainly get the right demographic of young men 
in.  I’m not sure how feasible it is, however.” 

The Federal Opposition and feminists have called for 
action over the article and Minister for Defence Warren 
Snowden has described the comments as “utterly unac-
ceptable.” 

Mr. Snowden said they did not reflect “new generation 
Navy” and has called for an urgent review into the criteria 
for media approvals to ensure interviews “match the val-
ues of the ADF.” 

Despite bipartisan attempts to improve the recruitment 
and retention of women in the defense forces, Liberal MP 
Bob Baldwin said Cdr Phillips’ remarks were “totally in-
appropriate and absolutely offensive.” 

“If these comments are to be attributed to this newly ap-
pointed commander, I think it will go down as one of the 
shortest careers in naval history,” Mr. Baldwin, the Oppo-
sition Defense Personnel spokesman, said. 

“From a commanding officer of the Royal Australian 
Navy one would expect a bit more maturity and a respect-
ful attitude to his fellow men and women in the services.  
He owes them an apology.” 

Eva Cox, chair of the Women's Lobby Australia, said the 
article reflected “the Navy's limited view of women as 
bodies rather than brains.” 

Real Admiral David Thomas defended the submarine 
captain, claiming the article does “not accurately portray 
Navy’s culture.” 

The deputy chief of Navy said the offending comments 
made to freelance journalist John Bastik were a response 
to a “flippant question and the commanding officer’s re-
sponse was not intended to be serious.” 

Mr. Bastik could not be contacted 

You don’t need to worry, mom.. 

The mother of a 17-year-old girl was concerned that her 
daughter was having sex. 

Worried the girl might become pregnant and adversely 
impact the family's status, she consulted the family doc-
tor. 

The doctor told her that teenagers today were very will-
ful and any attempt to stop the girl would probably result 
in rebellion.  He then told her to arrange for her daughter 
to be put on birth control and until then, talk to her and 
give her a box of condoms. 

Later that evening, as her daughter was preparing for a 
date, the woman told her about the situation and handed 
her a box of condoms. 

The girl burst out laughing and reached over to hug her 
mother, saying, “Oh Mom!  You don't have to worry 
about that! 

I’m dating Susan!” 
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