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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 12 March 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 12 March 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon March 2009 # 180 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“ To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.   
That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments,  
Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 

FFFORWARDORWARDORWARD   BBBATTERYATTERYATTERY   

BASE COMMANDER: 
Chuck Nelson 206-694-5069 

VICE COMMANDER: 
Gary Webb 503-632-6259 

SECRETARY: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 

TREASURER: 
Scott Duncan 503-667-0728 

CHAPLAIN: 
Scott Duncan 503-667-0728 

CHIEF OF THE BOAT: 
George Hudson 503-843-2082 

WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMAN: 
Mike LaPan 503-655-7797 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 

PUBLICITY AND SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: 
LeRoy Vick 503-367-6087 

BYLAWS CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford 503-632-4535 

SMALL STORES BOSS: 
Bill Bryan 360-546-1111 

TRUSTEE: 
Fred Carneau 503-654-0451 

SANITARY EDITOR: 
Dave Vrooman 503-262-8211 
                                               daveem1ss@q.com 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN: 
Chris Stafford 503-632-4535 

PAST BASE COMMANDER: 
J.D. Corbett 503-304-1700 

HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF JOKES IN POOR 
TASTE, EDITOR ON DEMAND, POC, AND ALL 
AROUND GOOD GUY… 

Bob Walters 503-284-8693 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 
12 February 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base 

Commander, Chuck Nelson 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for February , R.G. 

Walker and Keith Miller. 
Invocation by base Chaplin, Scott Duncan 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Dave Vrooman 
Introductions: All 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave 

Vrooman 
Old Business: 

Discussion about Submarine Birthday Brunch.  
It was decided to contact the Monarch Ho-
tel and hold it there again this year. 

Stu Crosby reported that Stub Stewart Park 
does not have a group area available for the 
annual picnic.  Need input as to another 
location. 

Bill Bryan reported that our support of our 
troops overseas is greatly appreciated by 
them.  68 boxes have been shipped so far.  
Paper back books are one of the biggest 
items requested.  If you have some, get 
them to Bill and he will get them on their 
way. 

We still need a volunteer to replace Bill Bryan 
as storekeeper. 

New Business: 
Ron Darkes, Vice Commander elect, asked to 

be replaced as his work schedule does not 
permit him to devote the time needed to his 
new position. 

Arlo Gatchel made a motion that Gary Webb 
be elected as the new Vice Commander. 
The motion was seconded and voted on.  
Motion passed.  Gary Webb was sworn in 
by Base Commander, Chuck Nelson. 

50/50 Raffle:$22.00 won by Dallas Dolan (2 in a 
row!) 

Good of the Order: 
Arlo Gatchel gave us more information on the 

upcoming “Rent A Scout” program that he 
is using to help his troop raise the money 
they need to attend a national convention 
this year.  More information will be pre-
sented to the base as details are put in 
place. 

Chuck Nelson presented R.G. Walker with a 

BLUEBACK hat in appreciation of his ef-
forts as manager of the boat.  Thanks R.G. 

Chris Stafford reported on the upcoming “B-
Girls” reunion.  It is to be held here in Port-
land from 14 — 16 May this year. 

Bob Walters reported that the base has been 
offered a painting that was done by Rudy 
Valencia of the USS Sterlet (SS-392).  We 
found out that it could be hung on the wall 
here at the VFW Hall.  Discussion followed 
as to how we can get it here. 

Benediction by Base Chaplin Scott Duncan. 

1945 Meeting adjourned 

Sailing List—27 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Burgess; 
Bywater; Carneau; Collins, Collie; Cox; 
Crosby; Darkes; Dennis; Dolan; Duncan; 
Fong; Gatchel; Hager, Jackson; LaPan; Lough; 
Miller; Nelson; Nolan; Nowland; Stafford; 
Sumner; Vrooman; Walker; Walters; Webb. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

Blueback Base Officers E-Mail Addresses… 

Several of our members have asked for the E-Mail ad-
dress’ of the Base Officers and to have them published in 
the Sanitary so they wull have them available — here 
they are: 

Commander — Chuck Nelson: 
chucknelson@q.com 

Vice Commander — Gary Webb 
gwebb@bctonline.com 

Secretary — Dave Vrooman 
daveem1ss@q.com 

Treasurer — Scott Duncan 
top.phrog@verizon.net 
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The picture this month is of a 
member that is still around 
thanks, in part, to the workman-
ship of those employed by the 
“oldest continuously-operating 
shipyard in the United States 
Navy”.  Last month Dallas Do-
lan, a regular contributor to this publication, was the pic-
ture from the past.  Everyone would like to see your pic-
ture here.  E-Mail it to me or send it by snail mail.  I will 
scan the picture and get it back to you. 

Better yet, you can bring your picture with 
you to the next meeting. 

SUBMARINER FROMSUBMARINER FROMSUBMARINER FROM   

THE PAST THE PAST THE PAST ———   

Lough’s Establish First 

Legacy Gift at Historic 

Reserve Trust; Veteran’s 

Day Parade Will be 

Funded in Perpetuity... 

Thanks to a substantial gift 
from Frank and Joanne Lough, 
the future of Vancouver’s Cele-
brate Freedom Veteran’s Day 
Parade is guaranteed in perpetuity.  The estate of Frank 
and Joanne Lough has included substantial philanthropic 
support for the parade as well as educational programs for 
youth at the Pearson Air Museum.  The museum and the 
parade are programs operated by the Historic Reserve 
Trust.  An additional gift from a close friend in honor of 
the Lough’s will bring the total gift to $1 million, thus 
qualifying the donation for the esteemed designation of 
“legacy”. 

Frank and his father shared a love for rebuilding and fly-
ing small aircraft.  On Frank and Joanne’s first date, 
Frank made an unforgettable impression on Joanne when 
he took her flying.  They were married shortly thereafter.  
Joanne then became trained as a co-pilot and they shared 
this passion for flying over their lifetime together.  Frank 
was known to say that his wife was the best navigator he 
ever flew with. 

Frank and Joanne wanted to share their love of flying 
with the region’s youth and inspire their imaginations 
through aviation education.  Their endowment to the 
Pearson Air Museum, which will support in perpetuity 
educational programs for youth, fulfills this dream. 

Frank, a 22-year Navy veteran, had a 
special place in his heart for veterans 
of all ranks and services.  His concern 
for veterans was shared by his son 
Raymond, who served for 6 years as a 
submariner.  Frank particularly 
wanted to ensure that youth have the 
opportunity to appreciate the sacrifice 
and heroism of veterans.  A paragraph 

from the Lough Legacy agreement addressing the cou-
ple’s passion for the Veteran’s Day Parade reads: 

“The purpose of the parade is most visibly to honor our 
Veterans, especially those locally who have served their 
country in protecting and preserving the precious free-
doms we all enjoy.  As importantly, the occasion is in-
tended to stir the patriotic spirit within all of us and, in 
particular, to expose our younger generations to the tra-
ditions and values that have made this country great.” 

Thanks to the Lough Legacy, the future of the Veteran’s 
Day Parade is guaranteed in perpetuity and the intention 
of Frank and Joanne to “stir the patriotic spirit within all 
of us” will be honored for generations. 

Thanks Ray for providing us with this information and 
for all the hard work you have done to 
make your father’s dream a reality. 

Information from: VNHR (Vancouver National Historic Re-
serve) Times, Winter/Spring 2009.  

FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  ———         

ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ———          

Former Commanding Officer of the  USS BARBEL 
(SS-580), Captain Donald S. Campbell Jr. USN (Ret). 

“Spud”, age 77, of Issaquah, WA lost his brave fight 
with Leukemia on 11 January 2009.  He was born in 
Spokane, the son of Donald Sr. and Rose Campbell. He 
lived in both Portland and Boise as a youth. He gradu-
ated from the US Naval Academy in 1954 pursuing a 
career that spanned 26 years.  Upon graduation Don 
joined the Destroyer Fleet serving in various billets for 3 
years on board the Long Beach based USS James E. 
Kyes (DD-787).  Following this tour, he attended the 
Submarine School and reported to the USS Spinax (SSR
-489) in San Diego.  This tour was followed by a succes-
sion of tours on diesel-electric submarines including the 
USS Volador (SS-490); USS Perch (APSS-313); USS 
Greenfish (SS351); USS Tang (SS-563) and ultimately 
command of USS Barbel (SS-580).  Following his sub-
marine tours, he elected to return to the surface navy and 
subsequently Commanded USS Cunningham (DDG-
17) and USS. Camden (AOE-2).  His sea duty tours 
were interspaced with shore duty assignments which 
included: Assistant Professor of Naval Science at the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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University of Idaho; Assistant Operations Officer on the 
Staff of Commander Submarine Force Pacific; Diesel 
Submarine Force coordinator on the staff of the Director 
of Submarine Warfare (OP-31) in OPNAV; Washington 
Placement Officer in the Bureau of Personnel; Executive 
Assistant and Senior Aide to the Deputy Commander in 
Chief Atlantic Fleet; Officer responsible for Flag Officer 
matters in the Bureau of Naval Personnel; and Deputy 
Commander of Reserve Readiness Command 22 in Seat-
tle, Washington.  Among his personal awards are: two 
Legion of Merits, three Meritorious Service Medals and 
two Navy Commendation Medals. 

He married Phyllis Jean Olsen of Spokane in August 
1955.  He retired from the Navy in 1980, was hired by 
Fentron Industries as Director of Operations and later 
ran both the Bremerton and Sequim Chambers of Com-
merce. Following his retirement he focused much of his 
energies on perfecting his golf game, cooking, fly fish-
ing, reading and spending time with his family and 
friends.  He is survived by his wife, Phyllis, daughters 
Casey (Todd) and Kim (David), son Brad (Trista), his 
four grandchildren Rhya, Dakota, Cameron and Laina 
and his brother Jim. 

It is preferred that remembrances be made to the VA 
Puget Sound Fisher House.  Fisher House provides mili-
tary family members free lodging to be close to a loved 
one during hospitalization for an unexpected illness, dis-
ease, or injury.  Donations can be made In Memory of 
Don Campbell and payable to Friends of VA Puget 
Sound Fisher House.  The local house address is 1660 S. 
Columbian Way, Seattle, WA 98108.  Please see web-
site www.fisherhousevaps.org for more details. 

 

 

 

First Commanding Officer of the USS BLUEBACK 
(SS-581), Captain Robert Henry Gautier, USN (Ret). 

Bob, age 85, passed away peacefully in his sleep on 3 
February 2009.  Born in 1923 he grew up in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, and after graduating from high school at-
tended Marion Military Institute in Alabama before en-
tering the U.S. Naval Academy in the summer of 1942.  
Graduation was in 1945 with the class of '46 due to ac-
celerated courses during World War II.  His wedding to 
Frances Arnold took place a few days later and they em-
barked on a 63 year honeymoon. 

After several years in the destroyers Bob attended sub-
marine school in 1948 and began submarine duty in the 
Pacific Fleet including a tour as a flag lieutenant and 
aide to Commander Submarine Force Pacific Fleet.  
Tours on the East Coast followed in Tang (SS 563), 

(Continued from page 3) Trout (SS 566), and his first command, USS Conger 
(SS 477).  Orders to new construction in his home-town 
of Pascagoula to the USS Blueback (SS 581) gave him 
his second command and a move to San Diego followed. 

Other commands were a division of submarines, the 
USS Montrose (APA 212), Submarine Development 
Group One which included a successful deployment to 
the Azores with the DSV Trieste II to locate and photo-
graph the USS Scorpion (SSN 589), Amphibious 
Squadron Six in Norfolk, Virginia, and then to his com-
mand of the Naval Undersea Center in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, from which he retired in June 1975. 

After retiring from the U.S. Navy, Bob worked as a 
consultant with Bendix Oceantics Division, Global Ma-
rine Development, Inc. and Scientific Atlanta.  He was 
the director of Lockheed Advanced Marine Systems, 
San Diego, California for several years. 

Bob's hobbies were wine making and deep sea fishing.  
He holds the world record for a 30 pound test line class 
with a 448 pound Giant Sea Bass caught in 1975. 

Captain Gautier is survived by his wife, Frances; son, 
Robert; daughter, Gayle Watring, and grandchildren, 
Kari Gautier Simpson and Christopher Gautier.  In keep-
ing with his request, there will be no Memorial Service 
for Captain Gautier.  His ashes will be 
scattered at sea from a submarine. 

O Captain! My Captain!... 

O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done, 
The ship has weather'd every rack, the prize we sought is won, 

The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring; 

But O heart! heart! heart! 
O the bleeding drops of red, 

Where on the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 

 

O Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the bells; 
Rise up- for you the flag is flung- for you the bugle trills., 
For you bouquets and ribbon'd wreaths- for you the shores 

a-crowding, 
For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning; 

Here Captain! dear father! 
This arm beneath your head! 

It is some dream that on the deck, 
You've fallen cold and dead. 

 

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still, 
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will, 

The ship is anchor'd safe and sound, its voyage closed and done, 
From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won; 

Exult O shores, and ring O bells! 
But I with mournful tread, 

Walk the deck my Captain lies, 
Fallen cold and dead. 

http://www.fisherhousevaps.org�
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Smoke Boats Forever… 
Who says the smoke boats are gone forever? 

These pictures prove they are alive and well and still 
roaming the 7 seas. 

The picture above is the Ohio-class nuclear powered bal-
listic missile submarine USS Alabama (SSBN-731).  She 
is being moved "dead-stick" in Puget Sound by a flotilla 
of tug boats, with Mount Rainer in the background.  

Below is the USS Olympia (SSN 717) snorkeling on her 
diesel at the pier in Olympia, WA after losing shore 
power. 

DBF 

Support Our Troops… 

Bill and Sheila Bryan continue to send “Care Packages” 
to our troops serving overseas and need our help!  She has 
been certified to mail directly to a requesting service per-
son.  Those willing to help in this project by donating 
item or funds to help pay for the cost of mailings please 
contact them at (360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at 
bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, 
Stationary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug 
Wipes, Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. 
Post Office’s mailing boxes. 

So far the response from the base has been terrific and 
the troops are appreciative of our support of them. 

Thanks to all of you!. 

LOST BOATS, MARCH LOST BOATS, MARCH LOST BOATS, MARCH ———   

USS Perch (SS-176) — Lost on 3 March 1942 with 
no immediate loss of life.  Of the 61 Officers and 
Men taken prisoner, 53 survived the war. 

USS Grampus (SS-207) — Lost on 5 March 1943 
with the loss of 72 Officers and Men. 

USS H-1 ex. Seawolf (SS-28) — Lost on 12 
March 1920 with the loss of the Commanding 
Officer and 3 Men. 

USS Triton (SS-201)  — Lost on 15 March1943 
with the loss of 80 Officers and Men. 

USS Kete (SS-369) — Lost on 20 March 1945 with 
the loss of 87 Officers and Men. 

USS F-4 ex. Skate (SS-23) — Lost on 25 March 
1915 with the loss of 21 Officers and Men. 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) — Lost on 26 March 
1944 with the loss of 79 Officers and Men. 
USS Trigger (SS-237) — Lost on 26 March 
1945 with the loss of 91 Officers and Men. 

mailto:bilshe94@aiml.com�
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You have to Love the Irish... 

Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had 
an important meeting and couldn't find a parking place.  Look-
ing up to heaven he said, “Lord take pity on me.  If you find me 
a parking place I will go to Mass every Sunday for the rest of 
me life and give up me Irish Whiskey!”  Miraculously, a park-
ing place appeared. 

Paddy looked up again and said, “Never mind, I found one.”

Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and asks the first 
man he meets, “Do you want to go to heaven?”  The man said, 
“I do, Father.”  The priest said, “Then stand over there against 
the wall.”  Then the priest asked the second man, “Do you want 
to go to heaven?”  “Certainly, Father, the man replied.”  “Then 
stand over there against the wall,” said the priest. 

Then Father Murphy walked up to O’Toole and asked, “Do 
you want to go to heaven?”  O’Toole said, “No, I don’t Father.” 

The priest said, “I don't believe this.  You mean to tell me that 
when you die you don’t want to go to heaven?”  O’Toole said, 
“Oh, when I die , yes.  I thought you were getting a group to-
gether to go right now.”

Paddy was in New York.  He was patiently waiting and watch-
ing the traffic cop on a busy street crossing.  The cop stopped 
the flow of traffic and shouted, “Okay, pedestrians.”  Then he’d 
allow the traffic to pass.  He’d done this several times, and 
Paddy still stood on the sidewalk. 

After the cop had shouted, “Pedestrians!” for the tenth time, 
Paddy went over to him and said, “Is it not about time ye let the 
Catholics across?”

Gallagher opened the morning newspaper and was dumb-
founded to read in the obituary column that he had died.  He 
quickly phoned his best friend, Finney. 

“Did you see the paper?” asked Gallagher.  “They say I died!!”  
“Yes, I saw it!” replied Finney.  “Where are ye callin’ from?”

An Irish priest is driving down to New York and gets stopped 
for speeding in Connecticut.  The state trooper smells alcohol 
on the priest’s breath and then sees an empty wine bottle on the 
floor of the car.  He says, “Sir, have you been drinking?” 

“Just water,” says the priest.  The trooper says, “Then why do I 
smell wine?”  The priest looks at the bottle and says, “Good 
Lord!  He's done it again!” 

Walking into the bar, Mike said to Charlie the bartender, “Pour 
me a stiff one - just had another fight with the little woman.” 

“Oh yeah?” said Charlie, “And how did this one end?”  “When 
it was over,” Mike replied, “She came to me on her hands and 
knees.”  “Really,” said Charles, “Now that’s a switch!  What 
did she say?”  She said, “Come out from under the bed, you 
little chicken.” 

New Base Vice-Commander… 

In the election held 
back in November 
Ron Darkes was 
elected as Vice-
Commander to re-
place Duane Sanger 
who is moving to 
Eastern Washington.  
Because of work 
related issues, Ron is 
not able to devote 
the time to the new 
office and requested 
that a replacement 
be named.  After 
accepting Ron’s res-
ignation a special 
election was held at 
the February meeting to fill the vacancy.  After a little 
arm twisting (see photo) Gary Webb volunteered and was 
unanimously elected followed immediately by base Com-
mander Chuck Nelson administering the oath of office.  
Actually no physical harm came to Gary at the meeting, 
he recently had surgery on his hand. 

WWII War Patrol Reports on Line… 

Here is a website (WWII Archives Foundation) that has 
all (or nearly all) WWII Submarine War patrol reports 
posted.  These are all free!   

These war patrol reports were written during a deadly, 
bitterly fought war. Please note that there may be some 
references to enemy forces that may be offensive in to-
day's context.  BRAVO ZULU to John Clear and Dan 
Martini who did all the work. 

http://wwiiarchives.net/servlet/documents/usa/100/0 

http://wwiiarchives.net/servlet/documents/usa/100/0�
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YOUR DONATION AT WORK YOUR DONATION AT WORK YOUR DONATION AT WORK ———         

Change of Command… 

Dear Western District 4 Base Officers: 

It is with regret that I tell you that 
Carl “Bud” Berg resigned his posi-
tion as Western District 4 Com-
mander due to stroke related health 
reasons.  We all thank and wish 
Bud, who has served USSVI in 
many different positions including 
NSVC, the very best of future 
health and happiness.  He has had 
his turn in the barrel and USSVI is 
the better for his service.  (Bud is also unique in that he 
served on USS Perch during the Korea Conflict, and is 
entitled to wear a Combat Patrol Pin as a result of one 
mission.  Perch and Pickerel are unique in this distinc-
tion.) 

WRD Jim Dunn has appointed John Mansfield of South 
Sound Base to fill his term.  John is a member of the 
South Sound Base in Tacoma and has held a variety of 
positions including 4 years as Seattle Base Secretary, 
South Sound Founding Base Commander, Base Newslet-
ter Editor, & Base Storekeeper.  He also manages the 
Menhaden, Dace and Darter Boat Association and is the 

author of “Cruisers for Breakfast” the story of the USS 
Dace and USS Darter in WWII.  He has coordinated re-
unions and developed visits to Bangor sub base for his 
base.  In addition, John brings experience as a VFW Post 
Commander and a VFW District Commander.  John 
qualified in USS Menhaden in 1964 and served as a Ra-
dioman. 

An important part of this position is to be a facilitator, 
resource and information sharing conduit for the bases in 
his District.  John is well equipped by temperament and 
experience for this position and will soon be “on the step” 
in his new role as WD4 District Commander. 

Welcome Aboard, John.  We're glad to have you with us. 
Patrick Householder 
National Commander 2008-2009 

Shipmates: 

In response, I'd like to thank Na-
tional Commander, Pat House-
holder and WRD Jim Dunn for 
their confidence in appointing me 
to complete Bud's term as WD4 
Commander.  I will do my best to 
continue the traditions and respon-
sibilities of the office.  I also add 
my thoughts and prayers for Bud 
to improve his health as he 
“lightens his load.”  I know, even 

though our work is “volunteered”, it does add stresses in 
life, that impact on one's health. 

As I get up to speed on the duties of the office, I will be 
visiting every base within the district and hope to meet 
you all in person.  The size of the district’s membership 
population is about half that of my VFW post, so I relish 
the opportunity to interact with everyone on a more per-
sonal level.  Regardless what organization(s) we belong 
to, whether they are fraternal or veterans oriented, issues 
are the same; increasing and retaining membership, hav-
ing the resources to counsel and guide those who step up 
and lead, and at the same time make it fun.  

Our organization's resources improve daily, especially on 
the national USSVI website.  Through the use of the inter-
net, we have tremendous capabilities to communicate 
with each other and share ideas.  But, I am the type of a 
person that likes interpersonal contact as well, so I'll get 
out there and “press the flesh”, as they say. 

My first base visit will be in Seattle, Wednesday Febru-
ary 18th.  As soon as I put together a list of meeting 
places and times for the rest of the bases, I'll send a pro-
jected itinerary.  I will be attending the ceremony at Ban-
gor, Washington on the 26th, to commemorate the 
“1,000th deterent patrol”. 

If your base is having a special event or meeting, and 
(Continued on page 8) 
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you'd like representation at the District level, be sure to let 
me know for planning purposes. 

Until then, I’m glad to be aboard and look forward to 
represent you with honor, tradition and humbleness. 

Best regards, 

John Mansfield — WD4 Commander 

(253) 202-6433 (cell) 

(360) 569-0507 (home) 

(866) 765-5893 (fax) 

john@erasumner.com (office) primary 

jlmansfield@centurytel.net (home) sec. 

(Continued from page 7) USSVI 2009 Awards… 

The following Awards will be open for nomination of 
candidates 1 February 2009. 

Joe Negri Award (aka) Submarine Veteran of the Year 
Robert Link National Commander’s Award 

District Commanders’ Award 
Golden Anchor Award 
Silver Anchor Award 
Meritorious Award 
Ben Bastura Award 

The Newsletter of the Year Award 

If you would like to nominate one of our members for any 
these awards let Chuck Nelson know right away.  The 
cutoff date is fast approaching.  For more information on 
these awards see: http://www.ussvi.org/Awards.asp 

National Awards Process Timeline 

UP TO 15 MARCH: Base Commanders solicit award 
nominations from Base membership. 

30 MARCH: Award nominations from General members 
through Base Commanders must be received by the Na-
tional Awards Review Chairman, John Stanford, on or 
before this date to be sent to District Commanders after 
Review. 

10 APRIL: The National Awards Review Chairman must 
receive the Award nominations from District Command-
ers on or before this date. 

25 APRIL (Or sooner):The National Awards Review 
Chairman submits Ballots to Selection Committee mem-
bers for voting. 

15 JUNE: The awards candidate votes from Selection 
Committee members must be received by Awards Chair-
man John Stanford on or before this date. 

6 SEPTEMBER: Presentation of all awards except the 
Newsletter of the Year Awards (which will be presented 
at the Annual Business Meeting) at the Na-
tional San Diego Convention Banquet. 

VFW Welcomes Sub Vets… 

The Commander of VFW Post 4248 (where we hold our 
meetings) asked me to pass the word to our members that 
they are welcome to drop in at the Hall any time.  They 
serve food daily.  Sunday afternoon and Friday night they 
have a live band.  They also have special events sched-
uled throughout the month.  Pick up one of their monthly 
schedules at the next meeting.  You will find them on a 
table across from the galley. 

mailto:john@erasumner.com�
mailto:jlmansfield@centurytel.net�
http://www.ussvi.org/Awards.asp�
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SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———   

First to Cross the Atlantic... 

The USS SKIPJACK  (SS-24) / E-1 was the first United 
States submarine to cross the Atlantic Ocean.*  This his-
toric crossing, between Newport, RI, and Panta Delgada 
in the Azores, was made in December of 1917.  Later the 
SKIPJACK was joined by other American submarines 
and operated with U.S. Naval Forces in European waters 
during World War I.  The “E” class was the first equipped 
with radio and the first to be powered by diesel engines.  
The SKIPJACK was 135 feet long with a beam of 14 feet, 
six inches.  She displaced 287 tons surfaced (340 tons, 
submerged) and had a top surface speed of 13.5 knots 
(11.5 knots submerged).  Armament consisted of four 18 
inch torpedo tubes.  The SKIPJACK was launched 27 
May 1911 and commissioned 14 February 1912 with LT 
Chester W. Nimitz in command. 
from SUBMARINE BROCHURE of the SUBMARINE FORCE, U.S. ATLAN-

TIC FLEET; New London, CT 1956-1957 

*One account states:  At first, the Navy intended to 
steam the boats across the Atlantic under their own 
power, but marginal fuel capacity and the unreliability of 
their rudimentary two-cycle diesel engines militated 
against that approach.  Under the prevailing North Atlan-
tic conditions, towing two submarines from each surface 
ship posed a serious challenge, but when the former at-
tempted to proceed on their own, recurring engine failures 
left the expedition no choice. 

Another account states that SKIPJACK was the first sub-
marine to cross the Atlantic Ocean under her own power 
(Newport, Rhode Island to Ponta Delgada, Azores, in 
1917). 

W h i c h account is right?  Let me know, responses will 
be published in future issues of the Sanitary.--

Editor  

Submariner Critically injured… 

As most of you have heard by now a Submariner, Nels 
Hadden, was critically injured when he stopped to assist 
at an accident.  Hadden, a network field engineer for US 
Cellular, was returning to Eastern Oregon after working 
in The Dalles area when he saw the accident.  He stopped 
to help a woman in an overturned Ford Focus. 

After helping Juana Fortier, 47, of Portland, out of her 
overturned car, Hadden was placing flares along the road.  
That's when a second driver lost control of her car and 
helplessly drove into Hadden. 

A helicopter ambulance flew him to Legacy Emanuel 
Hospital in Portland, where he has remained in critical 
condition ever since the Jan. 26 accident.  Although he is 
heavily sedated, friends say he is beginning to show signs 
of awareness. 

A benefit account has been set up for Nels Hadden at 
U.S. Bank.  Donations can be made at any branch, and 
should be submitted to the Nels Hadden Benefit Account. 

A Tiny Cabin Alone in the Woods… 

A social worker from a big city recently transferred to 
the mountains of North Carolina and Georgia. 

She was on the first tour of her new territory when she 
came upon the tiniest cabin she had ever seen in her life.  
Intrigued, she went up and knocked on the door.  
“Anybody home?” she asked. 

“Yep,” came a child’s voice through the door. 

“Is your father there?” asked the social worker. 

“Pa?  Nope, he left afore Ma come in,” said the child. 

“Well, is your mother there”, persisted the social 
worker? 

“Ma?  Nope, she left just afore I got here,” said the child. 

“But, protested the social worker, are you never together 
as a family?” 

“Sure, but not here,” said the child through the door, 
“This is the Outhouse!” 

Dolphin Scholarship Application Deadline! 
Last call is 15 March 2009 and must be post marked to 

National Scholarship Chairman no later than 15 April 
2009.  Requests should be done now even if you change 
your mind, as it gets closer to 15 April the clock will run 
out on you. 

Letters of recommendations (two as a minimum) dated 
before 1 November 2008 will NOT be accepted and will 
be returned. 

For more information and application visit 
www.ussvi.org and click the CHARITABLE FUND but-
ton, then the SCHOLARSHIP button.  The application 
form is a left side button. 

http://www.ussvi.org�


February 2009 — Page 10 

 

A GRUNT'S PERSPECTIVE... 

Date: Thursday, 1 January 2009, 12:59 PM 

Reconnaissance Marine in Afghanistan 
It's freezing here.   I'm sitting on hard, cold dirt between rocks 

and shrubs at the base of the Hindu Kush Mountains along the 
Dar 'yoi Pomir River watching a hole that leads to a tunnel that 
leads to a cave. 

Stake out, my friend, and no pizza delivery for thousands of 
miles.  I also glance at the area around my ass every ten to fif-
teen seconds to avoid another scorpion sting.  I've actually 
given up battling the chiggers and sand fleas, but them scorpi-
ons give a jolt like a cattle prod.  Hurts like a bastard.  The anti-
dote tastes like transmission fluid but God bless the Marine 
Corps for the five vials of it in my pack. 

The one truth the Taliban cannot escape is that, believe it or 
not, they are human beings, which means they have to eat food 
and drink water.  That requires couriers and that's where an old 
bounty hunter like me comes in handy.  I track the couriers, 
locate the tunnel entrances and storage facilities, type the info 
into the handheld, shoot the coordinates up to the satellite link 
that tells the air commanders where to drop the hardware, we 
bash some heads for awhile, then I track and record the new 
movement.  It's all about intelligence.  We haven't even brought 
in the snipers yet.  These scurrying rats have no idea what 
they're in for.  We are but days away from cutting off supply 
lines and allowing the eradication to begin. 

I dream of bin Laden waking up to find me standing over him 
with my boot on his throat as I spit a bloody ear into his face 
and plunge my nickel plated Bowie knife through his frontal 
lobe.  But you know me.  I'm a romantic.  I've said it before and 
I'll say it again:  This country blows, man.  It's not even a coun-
try.  There are no roads, there's no infrastructure, there's no gov-
ernment.  This is an inhospitable, rock pit shit hole ruled by 
eleventh century warring tribes.  There are no jobs here like we 
know jobs. 

Afghanistan offers two ways for a man to support his family: 
join the opium trade or join the army.  That's it.  Those are your 
options.  Oh, I forgot, you can also live in a refugee camp and 
eat plum-sweetened, crushed beetle paste and squirt mud like a 
goose with stomach flu if that's your idea of a party.  But the 
smell alone of those 'tent cities of the walking dead' is enough 
to hurl you into the poppy fields to cheerfully scrape bulbs for 
eighteen hours a day. 

I've been living with these Tajiks and Uzbeks and Turkmen 
and even a couple of Pushtins for over a month and a half now 
and this much I can say for sure, these guys, all of 'em, are 
Huns, actual, living Huns.  They 'LIVE' to fight.  It's what they 
do.  It's ALL they do.  They have no respect for anything, not 
for their families or for each other or for themselves.  They 
claw at one another as a way of life.  They play polo with dead 
calves and force their five-year-old sons into human cockfights 
to defend the family honor.  Huns, roaming packs of savage, 
heartless beasts who feed on each others barbarism.  Cavemen 
with AK47's.  Then again, maybe I'm just cranky.  I'm freezing 
my ass off on this stupid hill because my lap warmer is running 
out of juice and I can't recharge it until the sun comes up in a 
few hours. 

Oh yeah! You like to write letters, right? Do me a favor, Bi-
zarre. Write a letter to CNN and tell Wolf and Anderson and 

that awful, sneering, pompous Aaron Brown to stop calling the 
Taliban 'smart.'  They are not smart.  I suggest CNN invest in a 
dictionary because the word they are looking for is 'cunning.' 
The Taliban are cunning, like jackals and hyenas and wolver-
ines.  They are sneaky and ruthless and, when confronted, cow-
ardly.  They are hateful, malevolent parasites who create noth-
ing and destroy everything else.  Smart.  Pfft.  Yeah, they're real 
smart.  They've spent their entire lives reading only one book 
(and not a very good one, as books go) and consider hygiene 
and indoor plumbing to be products of the devil.  They're still 
figuring out how to work a Bic lighter.  Talking to a Taliban 
warrior about improving his quality of life is like trying to teach 
an ape how to hold a pen; eventually he just gets frustrated and 
sticks you in the eye with it.  OK, enough.  Snuffle will be up 
soon so I have to get back to my hole.  Covering my tracks in 
the snow takes a lot of practice but I'm good at it. 

Please, I tell you and my fellow Americans to turn off the TV 
sets and move on with your lives.  The story line you are get-
ting from CNN and other news agencies is utter bullshit and 
designed not to deliver truth but rather to keep you glued to the 
screen through the commercials.  We've got this one under con-
trol.  The worst thing you guys can do right now is sit around 
analyzing what we're doing over here because you have no idea 
what we're doing and, really, you don't want to know.  We are 
your military and we are doing what you sent us here to do. 

You wanna help?  Buy Bonds, America. 

Saucy Jack, Reconnaissance Marine in Af-
ghanistan:  Semper Fidelis 

Subs Collide... 

Nuclear submarines from Britain and France collided deep in 
the Atlantic Ocean this month, authorities said Monday, in the 
first acknowledgment of a highly unusual accident that one 
expert called the gravest in nearly a decade. 

Officials said the low-speed crash did not damage the vessels' 
nuclear reactors or missiles or cause radiation to leak.  But anti-
nuclear groups said it was still a frightening reminder of the 
risks posed by submarines prowling the oceans powered by 
radioactive material and bristling with nuclear weapons. 

The first public indication of a mishap came when France re-
ported in a little-noticed Feb. 6 statement that one of its subma-
rines had struck a submerged object — perhaps a shipping con-
tainer.  But confirmation of the accident only came after British 
media reported it. 

France's defense ministry said Monday that the sub Le Triom-
phant and the HMS Vanguard, the oldest vessel in Britain's 
nuclear-armed submarine fleet, were on routine patrol when 
they collided in the Atlantic this month.  It did not say exactly 
when, where or how the accident occurred. 

France said that Le Triomphant suffered damage to a sonar 
dome — where navigation and detection equipment is stored — 
and limped home to its base on L'Ile Longue on France's west-
ern tip.  HMS Vanguard returned to a submarine base in Scot-

(Continued on page 11) 
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land with visible dents and scrapes, the BBC reported. 

"The two submarines came into contact at very low speed," 
Britain's First Sea Lord, Admiral Jonathon Band, said.  Band, 
Britain's most senior naval officer, offered no further explana-
tion. 
HMS Vanguard came into service in 1993, has a crew of 

around 140 and typically carries 16 Lockheed Trident D5 mis-
siles.  Under government policy, British nuclear submarines 
carry a maximum of 48 warheads. At least one of Britain's four 
submarines is on patrol and ready to fire at any given time. 

France's Le Triomphant carries 111 crew and 15 nuclear mis-
siles, according to defense analysis group Jane's. 

"This is the most severe incident involving a nuclear subma-
rine since the sinking of the Kursk in 2000 and the first time 
since the Cold War that two nuclear-armed subs are known to 
have collided," said Kate Hudson, head of Britain's Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament. 

Russia's Kursk nuclear submarine crashed to the bottom of the 
Barents Sea during a training voyage in August 2000, killing all 
118 crew members. 

In March 2007 two British sailors were killed in an explosion 
on board HMS Tireless during a war game beneath the Arctic 
ice cap.  The same submarine crashed into an object, possibly 
an iceberg, while on patrol in the Arctic in May 2003.  And in 
November 2002 HMS Trafalgar suffered considerable external 
damage after running aground on rocks off Scotland while tak-
ing part in a two-week training exercise. 

"It's an absolute one in a million chance that the two subma-
rines were in the same place at the same time," said Lee Willett, 
head of the maritime studies program at the Royal United Ser-
vices Institute, a London-based military think tank.  "There is 
no precedent of an incident like this — it's a freak accident," he 
said. 

Stephen Saunders, a retired British Royal Navy commodore 
and the editor of Jane's Fighting Ships, said that while NATO 
countries let each other know what general area of the Atlantic 
they are operating in; neither submarine would have had a pre-
cise position for the other. 

"This really shouldn't have happened at all," Saunders said."  
It's a very serious incident, and I find it quite extraordinary." 

Both Saunders and Willett said submarines don't always turn 
on their sonar systems, or make their presence obvious. 

"The whole point is to go and hide in a big chunk of ocean and 
not be found.  They tend to go around very slowly and not 
make much noise,” Saunders said. 

Willett said the greatest risks from an accident would be from 
a leak of radioactive waste.  An accidental firing of a nuclear 
weapon as a result of a crash would be impossible, because of 
the complex processes needed to prime and fire a missile, he 
said. 

Stephane Lhomme, a spokesman for the French anti-nuclear 
group Sortir du Nucleaire, said his organization is checking the 
French coastline for evidence of any leak of radioactive mate-
rial. 

"This reminds us that we could have a new catastrophe with a 
nuclear submarine at any moment," Lhomme said. 
By David Stringer, Associated Press, Feb.  16, 2009 

(Continued from page 10) 

1,000 Trident Patrols... 

On 19 February 2009 the 1000th Trident Patrol Com-
memoration Ceremony was held aboard the ballistic mis-
sile submarine USS Rhode Island (SSBN 740), at the 
Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay, GA.  The ceremony 
marked the milestone of the ballistic missile submarine 
(SSBN) conducting 1,000 successful patrol periods since 
the first patrol of the USS Ohio (SSBN 726) in 1982.  The 
ballistic missile submarine USS Wyoming (SSBN 742) 
returned from the 1000th patrol on 11February 2009. 

The Ultimate Fairy Tale… 

ONCE UPON A TIME 

A guy asked a girl “Will you marry me?” 

The girl said, “NO!” 

And, the guy lived happily ever after and rode Motorcy-
cles and went fishing and hunting and played golf a lot 
and drank beer and scotch and went to Submarine Vet-
eran’s Meeting and Conventions and left the toilet seat up 
and farted whenever he wanted. 

And, he lived happily ever after! 

Forever and Ever! 

THE END 
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Think Fast… 

A man in the Florida supermarket tries to buy half a head 
of lettuce. 

The very young produce assistant tells him that they sell 
only whole heads of lettuce.  The man persists and asks to 
see the manager.  The boy says he'll ask his manager 
about it. 

Walking into the back room, the boy said to his manager, 
“Some idiot wants to buy half a head of lettuce.”  As he 
finished his sentence, he turned to find the man standing 
right behind him, so he added, “And this gentleman has 
kindly offered to buy the other half.”  The manager ap-
proved the deal, and the man went on his way. 

Later the manager said to the boy, “I was impressed with 
the way you got yourself out of that situation earlier.  We 
like people who think on their feet here.  Where are you 
from, son?”  “Canada sir, eh,” the boy replied.  “Well, 
why did you leave Canada?” the manager asked. 

The boy said, “Sir, there’s nothing  but whores and 
hockey players up there.” 

“Really?” said the manager.  “My wife is from Canada .” 

“No crap?” replied the boy.  “Who'd she play for?” 

Cat Lover or Not… 

We've all had trouble with our animals, but I don't think any-
one can top this one: 

Calling in sick to work makes me uncomfortable. 

No matter how legitimate my excuse, I always get the feeling 
that my boss thinks I'm lying. 

On one recent occasion, I had a valid reason but lied anyway, 
because the truth was just too darned humiliating.  I simply 
mentioned that I had sustained a head injury, and I hoped I 
would feel up to coming in the next day.  By then, I reasoned, I 
could think up a doozy to explain the bandage on the top of my 
head. 

The accident occurred mainly because I had given in to my 
wife's wishes to adopt a cute little kitty.  Initially, the new ac-
quisition was no problem. 

Then one morning, I was taking my shower after breakfast 
when I heard my wife, Deb, call out to me from the kitchen.   
“Honey! the garbage disposal is dead again.   Please come reset 
it.'  'You know where the button is.” 

I protested through the shower pitter-patter and steam.  “Reset 
it yourself!”  “But I'm scared!” she persisted.  “What if it starts 
going and sucks me in?”  There was a meaningful pause and  
then, “C’mon, it’ll only take you a second.” 

So out I came, dripping wet and buck naked, hoping that my 
silent outraged nudity would make a statement about how I 
perceived her behavior as extremely cowardly. 

Sighing loudly, I squatted down and stuck my head under the 
sink to find the button. It is the last action I remember 
performing.  It struck without warning, and without any 
respect to my circumstances. 

No, it wasn't the hexed disposal, drawing  me into its gnashing 
metal teeth.  It was our new kitty, who discovered the fascinat-
ing dangling objects she spied hanging between my legs.  She 
had been poised around the corner and stalked me as I reached 
under the sink.   And, at the precise moment when I was most 
vulnerable,  she leapt at the toys I unwittingly offered and 
snagged them with her needle-like claws. I lost all rational 
thought to control orderly bodily movements, blindly rising at a 
violent rate of speed, with the full weight of a kitten hanging 
from my masculine region. 

Wild animals are sometimes faced with a 'fight or flight' syn-
drome.  Men, in this predicament, choose only the “flight” op-
tion.  I know this from experience.  I was fleeing straight up 
into the air when the sink and cabinet bluntly and forcefully 
impeded my ascent.  The impact knocked me out cold.  When I 
awoke, my wife and the paramedics stood over me. 

Now there are not many things in this life worse than finding 
oneself lying on the kitchen floor buck naked in front of a 
group of “been-there, done-that” paramedics.  Even worse, hav-
ing been fully briefed by my wife, the paramedics were all 
snorting loudly as they tried to conduct their work, all the while 
trying to suppress their hysterical laughter......and not succeed-
ing. 

Somehow I lived through it all.  A few days later I finally 
made it back in to the office, where colleagues tried to 
coax an explanation out of me about my head injury.  I 
kept silent, claiming it was too painful to talk about, 
which it was. 
“What's the matter?”  They all asked,  “Cat got your tongue?”  

If they only knew! 

Why is it that only the women laugh at this ? 

Governmental Authority 

A U.S. Department of Water representative stopped at a ranch 
and talked with an old rancher.  He told the rancher, "I need to 
inspect your ranch for your water allocation." 

The old rancher said, "Okay, but don't go in that field over 
there." 

The Water representative said, "Mister, I have the authority of 
the Federal Government with me.  See this card?  The card 
means I am allowed to go WHEREVER I WISH on any agri-
cultural land.  No questions asked or answered.  Have I made 
myself clear?  Do you understand?" 

The old rancher nodded politely and went about his 
chores.  Later, the old rancher heard loud screams and 
saw the Water Rep running for the fence and close behind 
was the rancher's bull. 

The bull was gaining on the Water Rep with every step and the 
Rep was clearly terrified, so the old rancher immediately threw 
down his tools, ran to the fence and shouted out..... 

"Your card! Your card! Show him your card!" 
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