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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 14 May 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 14 May 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter Portland, 
Oregon May 2009 # 182 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base Commander, 

Chuck Nelson 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for February; Chuck Nelson 

and Bob Sumner. 
Invocation by base Chaplin, Scott Duncan 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson 
Introductions: All 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave Vrooman 
Old Business: 

Submarine Birthday Brunch:  Due to problems in 
making final arrangements and leaving enough 
time to get the word out to all hands in time for 
them to make plans it was decided that the 
brunch would be cancelled for this year. 

The annual Base Picnic was discussed.  A motion 
was made and seconded to let Gary Webb and 
Arlo Gatchel find a place for the picnic and go 
with their decision.  Motion passed.  This year’s 
picnic will be on 15 August 2009 in 
Clackamette Park (Oregon City).  See Page 7 
for more information. 

Treasurer Scott Duncan reported that the Life 
Member CD has matured and it is time to add 
money to it as was discussed at a prior meet-
ings. 

A motion was made and seconded to put the life 
membership money into the CD now and annu-
ally now and in the future, with earned interest 
to be moved to the general fund.  Motion 
passed.  

Bill Bryan reported on our continuing support of 
our troops overseas and how much they appre-
ciate our donations.  14 boxes were sent last 
month. 

Chuck Nelson will contact the Beaverton Ameri-
can legion in planning our participation in their 
Memorial Day Celebration.  See Page 8 for 
more information. 

New Business: 
50/50 Raffle:$23.00 won by Ray Lough 
Good of the Order: 

Or, not so good.  It was learned that the Navy Lt. 
who sent a thank you note for her care 
“package”, read at the last meeting, was killed 
in Afghanistan.  See Eternal Patrol on Page 6. 

Benediction by Base Chaplin, Scott Duncan. 

2010 Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List—24 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Bywater; 
Collins, “Collie”; Corbett; Cox; Crosby; Dolan; 
Duncan; Fong; Gatchel; Hager, Jackson; Lee; 
Lough; Miller; Musa, W.; Nelson; Seel; Stafford: 
Sumner; Thrall; Tzevelekos: Vrooman; Webb. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

“B-Girls” Re-union… 

The re-union will be held here in Portland, OR on: 

 28 — 29 — 30 May 2009 

For more information go to: 

www.bgirlsforever.com 

http://www.bgirlsforever.com�
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Birth Place of Memorial Day… 

In 1865, Henry C. Welles, a druggist in the village of Wa-
terloo, New York, mentioned at a social gathering that 
honor should be shown to the patriotic dead of the Civil 
War by decorating their graves. 

In the spring of 1866, he again mentioned this subject to 
General John B. Murray, Seneca County Clerk.  General 
Murray embraced the idea and a committee was formu-
lated to plan a day devoted to honoring the dead. 

Townspeople adopted the idea wholeheartedly.  Wreaths, 
crosses and bouquets were made for each veteran’s grave.  
The village was decorated with flags at half mast and 
draped with evergreen boughs and mourning black 
streamers. 

On 5 May 1866, civic societies joined the procession to the 
three existing cemeteries and were led by veterans march-
ing to martial music.  At each cemetery there were im-
pressive and lengthy services including speeches by Gen-
eral Murray and a local clergyman.  The ceremonies were 
repeated on 5 May 1867. 

The first official recognition of Memorial Day as such 
was issued by General John A. Logan, first commander of 
the Grand Army of the Republic.  This was General Or-
der No. 11 establishing “Decoration Day” as it was then 
known.  The date of the order was 5 May 1868, exactly 
two years after Waterloo’s first observance.  That year 
Waterloo joined other communities in the nation by hav-
ing their ceremony on 30 May. 

In 1965, a committee of community leaders started plans 
for the Centennial Celebration of Memorial Day.  Their 
goals were: “to obtain national recognition of the fact that 
Waterloo is the birthplace of Memorial Day through Con-
gressional action” and “to plan and execute a proper cele-
bration for such centennial observance.”  In May of 1966, 
just in time for the Centennial, Waterloo was recognized 
as the “Birthplace of Memorial Day” by the United States 
Government.  This recognition was long in coming and 
involved hours of painstaking research to prove the claim.  
While other communities may claim earlier observances 
of honoring the Civil War dead, none can claim to have 
been so well planned and complete, nor can they claim the 
continuity of observances that Waterloo can.  The Centen-
nial Celebration that year brought dignitaries from gov-
ernment, military, veteran’s organizations and descen-
dants of the original founders of Memorial Day.  A once 
luxurious home on Waterloo’s Main Street, built in 1850, 
was purchased from the county and restored.  Now the 
Memorial Day Museum, it houses artifacts of the first Me-
morial Day and the Civil War era. 

Memorial Day is commemorated each year in Waterloo. 
The parade, speeches, and solemn observances keep the 
meaning of Memorial Day as it was originally intended to 
be. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ——— 

Underwater Ham Station... 

While en route to the Caribbean 
for Springboard 1962, the USS 
Cutlass (SS-478), in January, be-
gan active operation of the first 
underwater ham radio station 

The station transmits under the 
call sign W4NMK, the personal 
call of LCDR J.D. Reilly, Jr., 
USN, commanding officer of Cutlass.  In the first two weeks 
of operation, 250 separate contacts were made, including 31 
states, the District of Columbia (including the Pentagon), and 
15 foreign countries.  The longest-range contact was made 
with station KC4USB in Marie Byrd Land, Antarctica, while 
the boat was at periscope depth.  (The major portion of all 
contacts was made while submerged.) 

The novelty of W4NMK’s location has usually brought in 
more answering stations than can be handled, within minutes 
of the initial “CQ” signal, and indicates the possibility of a 
new FCC ham designation of “Maritime/Mobile 
(Underwater)”. 

Although the station has been in opera-
tion for only a short time, regularly 
scheduled contacts with the boat’s 
home port of Norfolk have been 

made through the courtesy of K4TGA.  
The men of Cutlass have 

therefore been able to call their 
homes, through a phone patched system, 
from any point on or below the Atlantic. 

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY 
OF THE REPUBLIC 

General Orders No.11, WASHINGTON, D.C., May 5, 1868 

The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of 
strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of 
comrades who died in defense of their country during the late 
rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, vil-
lage, and hamlet church-yard in the land.  In this observance 
no form of ceremony is prescribed, but posts and comrades 
will in their own way arrange such fitting services and testi-
monials of respect as circumstances may permit. 

We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell us, for 
the purpose among other things, “of preserving and strength-
ening those kind and fraternal feelings which have bound to-
gether the soldiers, sailors, and marines who united to sup-
press the late rebellion”.  What can aid more to assure this 
result than cherishing tenderly the memory of our heroic dead, 
who made their breasts a barricade between our country and 
its foes?  Their soldier lives were the reveille of freedom to a 
race in chains, and their deaths the tattoo of rebellious tyranny 
in arms.  We should guard their graves with sacred vigilance.  
All that the consecrated wealth and taste of the nation can add 
to their adornment and security is but a fitting tribute to the 
memory of her slain defenders.  Let no wanton foot tread 
rudely on such hallowed grounds.  Let pleasant paths invite 
the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond mourners.  
Let no vandalism of avarice or neglect, no ravages of time 
testify to the present or to the coming generations that we 
have forgotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided 
republic. 

If other eyes grow dull, other hands slack, and other hearts 
cold in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as long as the 
light and warmth of life remain to us. 

Let us, then, at the time appointed, gather around their sacred 
remains and garland the passionless mounds above them with 
the choicest flowers of spring-time; let us raise above them 
the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this sol-
emn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom 
they have left among us a sacred charge upon a nation’s grati-
tude, the soldier’s and sailor’s widow and orphan. 

It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate 
this observance with the hope that it will be kept up from year 
to year, while a survivor of the war remains to honor the 
memory of his departed comrades. He earnestly desires the 
public press to lend its friendly aid in bringing to the notice of 
comrades in all parts of the country in time for simultaneous 
compliance therewith. 

Department commanders will use efforts to make this order 
effective. 
By order of 

JOHN A. LOGAN, Commander-in-Chief 

N.P. CHIPMAN, Adjutant General 

Official:  WM. T. COLLINS, A.A.G. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———      
This month we feature one of our dual 

members, USSVI and US Submarine 
Veterans of WW II.  It is rumored that he 
may have even been instrumental in plot-
ting the course back when sails were the 
prime mover of ships, long before sub-
marines. 

Last month the picture was of associate 
member Othon Tzevelekos.  “Otto” a Lt. 

in the Greek Royal Navy 
graduated from the Royal 
Naval Academy of Greece  and qualified in sub-
marines in 1957. 

LOST BOATS, MAY LOST BOATS, MAY LOST BOATS, MAY ———   

USS Lagarto (SS-371) — Lost on 3 May 1945 with 
the loss of 88 Officers and Men. 

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) — Lost on 22 May 1968 
with the loss of 99 Officers and Men.  She was re-
turning from a Mediterranean deployment.  She re-
ported her position as South of the Azores and was 
never heard from again. 

USS Squalus (SS-192) — Lost on 23 May 1939 with 
the loss of 26 men.  33 were rescued, including the 
commanding officer.  The incident occurred while 
conducting a test dive off Portsmouth, NH.  She was 
raised, repaired and recommissioned USS Sailfish. 

USS Stickleback (SS-415)  — Lost on 30 
May1958 with no loss of life.  Under tow after 
collision, entire crew was taken off prior to sink-
ing. 

ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ETERNAL PATROL ———         
Rear Admiral John M. 

“Jack” Barrett. USN (ret.), 
passed away peacefully in 
the midst of his family on 18 
April 2009 at his home in 
White Salmon, WA.  He 
was 89 years old.  By is own 
assessment, Admiral Barrett 
had “a full and adventurous 
life”; he was “proud to have 
been at the cutting edge of a 
great Navy and grateful for 
all that America had given 
him and his family”. 

Admiral Barrett was born on 14 March 1920 in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa, the first son of John Joseph Barrett and Margaret 
O’Neill Barrett.  The family moved to Chicago, and later to 
Hollywood, CA, where he graduated from Loyola High 
School.  Admiral Barrett then enlisted as an apprentice sea-
man in the Navy Reserve in 1938 and secured an appoint-
ment to the US Naval Academy after gathering hundreds of 
signatures on a petition to his appointing congressman.  At 
the Academy he enjoyed lacrosse, sailing and working on the 
Lucky Bag.  He graduated with the Class of 1942 in June, 
1942 as a member of 9th Company 

After graduation, Admiral Barrett earned his Submarine 
Dolphins on the USS Halibut (SS-232) in 1943.  He served 
during WW II on the HALIBUT and the USS TREPANG 
(SS-412) in the Pacific Theatre.  During Admiral Barrett’s 9 
submarine war patrols, 17 Japanese combatant and merchant 
ships were sunk and 8 others damaged.  For these actions he 
was awarded the Silver Star, 2 Bronze Stars and the Navy 
and Marine Corps Medal for the rescue of a shipmate washed 
overboard in heavy seas off Okinawa. 

After World War II, Admiral Barrett became a carrier avia-
tor.  He served in the Korean War, followed by a stint as a 
naval test pilot.  In 1952, Admiral Barrett returned to the sub-
marine service aboard the USS SEA OWL (SS-405) and then 
commanded the USS TIRANTE (SS-404).  He served as the 
commission Commanding Officer of the Polaris/Poseidon 
submarine tender USS CANOPUS (AS-34) and next com-
manded Polaris Ballistic Missile Submarine Squadron Six-
teen based in Rota, Spain.  Admiral Barrett was selected for 
Flag Rank while Commander, Submarine Flotilla One, at 
San Diego, CA in 1968.  His shore assignments included 
Head, Programs Branch, Submarine Warfare Division, Of-
fice of Chief of Naval Operations; Director, Plans and Pro-
grams, Polaris Special Projects Office and first US executive 
Secretary for the Joint US/UK Polaris Program.  Admiral 
Barrett also served as Head, Navy Section of the Joint US 
Military Mission for Aid to Turkey in Ankara.  Of his seven 
operational commands during the Cold War, his last two 
were Commander, Service Force, US Pacific Fleet and Com-

(Continued on page 6) 
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mander, Naval Logistics Force, Pacific, both at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. 

Authorized to wear Submarine dolphins, Naval Aviator 
Wings and the Surface Warfare Insignia, Admiral Barrett 
always proudly wore the Submarine Dolphins on top. 

Admiral Barrett and his wife, the former Eda Joan Odem, of 
Sinton, Texas, were married for 61 years.  After retiring in 
1977, Admiral and Mrs. Barrett lived in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
where Admiral Barrett was a founding Director of the Pacific 
Fleet Submarine Memorial Association and was instrumental 
in the development of BOWFIN Park, the Submarine Mu-
seum and the magnificent Submarine Memorial across from 
the Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor. 

In 1990, Admiral and Mrs. Barrett moved from Hawaii to 
the Columbia River Gorge.  Admiral Barrett organized a suc-
cessful three-year effort to establish the USS BLUEBACK 
(SS-581) as a memorial to all submarine shipmates on 
ETERNAL PATROL  past, present and future.  BLUE-
BACK is moored on the Willamette River as part of the Ore-
gon Museum of Science and Industry in Portland, Oregon. 

Admiral Barrett is a Life member of Submarine Veteran’s of 
WW II and a Holland Club Member of United States Subma-
rine Veteran’s Inc (USSVI)  Blueback Base. 

Since moving to White Salmon, Admiral Barrett pursued 
many passions, including, mentoring young men and women 
to the Service Academies, serving on St. Joseph Parish 
Council and White Salmon Pool committee, acting as Advi-
sor and Sponsor to the White Salmon Youth Center and par-
ticipating actively in many political campaigns and commu-
nity issues.  He was a loyal member in his favorite coffee 
group at the Bingen Big River Diner and an active and lively 
participant in the lives and activities of his children and 
grandchildren. 

In addition to his wife, Admiral Barrett is survived by his 
five children:  John Michael Barrett, Jr., USNA ’71(Debra); 
Ann Barrett Oldfather(Michael Hasken) James Odem Bar-
rett, Captain Brian Odem Barrett, USN(Kimberlee) and Re-
becca Barrett Rawson(Patrick).  Admiral Barrett was a lov-
ing grandfather to 14 grandchildren.  He is also survived by a 
brother, sisters-in-law, numerous nieces and nephews as well 
as many friends. 

 

Lawrence A. Mapes, 72 10/26/1936 01/20/2009 Larry 
passed away at home after a short battle with lung cancer.  
He was born in Mason City, Wash., and grew up and was 
schooled in several states before graduating from Coulee 
Dam High School.  Having trained under Adm. Rickover, 
Larry served as a nuclear reactor operator on the USS 
SKATE (SSN-578) during its historic surface at the North 
Pole in March 1959.  At the end of his military duty, he re-
turned to his native Washington, where he graduated with a 
bachelor's in economics from Whitman College in 1965.  He 
established residence in Portland and held management posi-
tions at Matson Navigation and ESCO.  Survivors include his 

(Continued from page 5) wife of 45 years, Linda, a daughter, son and grandsons. 

Larry was a past member of USSVI - Blueback Base. 

 

Navy Lt. Florence B. Choe, 35, of El 
Cajon, CA, was killed 27 March 
2009, in northern Afghanistan when 
an insurgent posing as an Afghan Na-
tional Army soldier opened fire on 
troops assigned to Combined Security 
Transition Command-Afghanistan at 
Camp Shaheen, Mazar-e-Sharif.  Lt
(jg). Francis Toner the 4th, of Nara-
gansett RI, was also killed in the raid.  
Choe and Toner were taking a Friday 
afternoon jog along a well-worn path on the outskirts of the 
base when an Afghan Army soldier raised his military-issued 
weapon and fatally shot the two officers.  The shooter imme-
diately killed himself after the attack, it was reported. 

Lt. Choe was serving as a medical administration and logis-
tics mentor to the Afghan National Army. Her home duty 
station was the Naval Medical Center San Diego, where she 
was born. She had volunteered to serve in Afghanistan.  

She is survived by her husband, Lt. Cmdr. Chong “Jay” 
Choe, a urology resident; her daughter, Kristin, 3; mother, 
Francisca Bacong; father, Rufino Bacong Sr., retired Navy; 
and brothers Rufino Bacong Jr. and Ron Bacong. 

The base received the below thank you note from Lt. Choe, 
which was read at the April meeting.  With the note she in-
cluded an article about the newly opened United Through 
Reading Center (UTRC) , which was the fruit of her efforts.  
The UTR program offers service members the opportunity to 
record storybook readings or personal messages to family 
and friends on a disk.  After recording, the disk is placed in 
an envelope then mailed free of charge. 
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Annual Picnic... 

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held this year at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on 15 August.  It will start at 
12 Noon, with a short business meeting, and run until dusk.  Les Savage will be doing the meat and the base will provide soda to 
drink.  So, all you need is your favorite dish to share and your own silverware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their guest are invited.  Please contact Gary Webb 

(gwebb@bctonline.com or 503-632-6259) 

if you are planning on attending so we can have an idea as to how many to expect. 

Clackamette Park1955 Clackamette Drivelies at the confluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon City, with 
easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see below map). 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River ($20.00) .  
Sites have power and water.  There is a dump station available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is available for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worshipper 
and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the multiple stakes 
available for their games in the northern end of the park.  Bring your horseshoes!  Maybe we could have the 1st annual Blueback 
horseshoe tournament. 

Reminder:  This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan accordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can covers 
if you need one. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there in August. 

mailto:gwebb@bctonline.com?subject=Annual%20Picnic�
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Taps… 

The Myth: 
Reportedly, it all began in 1862 during the Civil War, when Un-

ion Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men near Har-
rison's Landing in Virginia.  The Confederate Army was on the 
other side of the narrow strip of land.  During the night, Captain 
Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier who lay severely 
wounded on the field.  Not knowing if it was a Union or Confed-
erate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring the 
stricken man back for medical attention.  Crawling on his stom-
ach through the gunfire, the Captain reached the stricken soldier 
and began pulling him toward his encampment. 

When the Captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it 
was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead.  
The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath and 
went numb with shock.  In the dim light, he saw the face of the 
soldier.  It was his own son.  The boy had been studying music in 
the South when the war broke out.  Without telling his father, the 
boy enlisted in the Confederate Army. 

The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permis-
sion of his superiors to give his son full military burial despite 
his enemy status.  His request was only partially granted.  The 
Captain had asked if he could have a group of Army band mem-
bers play a funeral dirge for his son at the funeral. 

The request was turned down since the soldier was a Confeder-
ate.  But, out of respect for the father, they did say they could 
give him only one musician.  The Captain chose a bugler.  He 
asked the bugler to play a series of musical notes he had found 
on a piece of paper in the pocket of the dead youth’s uniform.  
This wish was granted. 

The haunting melody we now know as “Taps”, used at military 
funerals, was born. 

The Truth: 
In July 1862, after the Seven Days battles at Harrison’s 

Landing (near Richmond), Virginia, the wounded Com-
mander of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, V Army Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, General Daniel Butterfield reworked, 
with his bugler Oliver Wilcox Norton, another bugle call, 
“Scott Tattoo”, to create Taps.  He thought that the regular 
call for Lights Out was too formal.  Taps was adopted 
throughout the Army of the Potomac and finally confirmed by 
orders.  Soon other Union units began using Taps, and even a 
few Confederate units began using it as well. After the war, 
Taps became an official bugle call.  Col. James A. Moss, in 
his Officer’s Manual first published in 1911, gives an account 
of the initial use of Taps at a military funeral:  “During the 
Peninsular Campaign in 1862, a soldier of Tidball’s Battery A 
of the 2nd Artillery was buried at a time when the battery oc-
cupied an advanced position concealed in the woods.  It was 
unsafe to fire the customary three volleys over the grave, on 
account of the proximity of the enemy, and it occurred to 
Capt. Tidball that the sounding of Taps would be the most 
appropriate ceremony that could be substituted.” 

This practice of firing three volleys over a grave originated in 
the old custom of halting the fighting to remove the dead from 
the battlefield.  Once each side had finished retrieving their 

dead, they would fire three volleys to indicate that they were 
ready to go return to the fight. 

The Words: 
(Note: there are no "official" words to Taps below is one of the most popular.) 

  DAY IS DONE... 

   GONE THE SUN... 

  FROM THE HILLS... 

   FROM THE LAKES... 

  FROM THE SKY... 

   ALL IS WELL... 

  SAFELY REST... 

GOD IS NIGH...... 

Epidemic Hits Base… 

It appears that an epidemic has infected the base.  In the past 
few months knee joints have been failing at an alarming rate.  
Les Savage and Ron Darkes seem to be the ones that were hit 
first in this present outbreak.  Then Bob Walters fell (I think 
that qualifies as a pun) victim.  Now just last week Stu Crosby 
had one of  his knees replaced with steel.  Most recently, 
“Collie” Collins turned himself into sickbay for relief.  He 
apparently had his wife test the waters for him, as Gerrie had 
this surgery a few months ago. 

There seems to be no stopping this recent outbreak.  Maybe 
we need to set up a Replacement Crew division of the base 
and isolate them to their own table at future meetings. 

Memorial Day… 

This year the Base will celebrate Memorial Day with the 
American Legion at Veteran’s Memorial Park in Beaverton.  
This is the location of the USS Albacore (SS-218) Memorial 
that was built by the Sub Vets of WW II and USSVI last fall 
and dedicated on Veteran’s Day 2008. 

Ceremonies are scheduled to begin at 1030 on 28 May.  In-
cluded in the ceremony will be our Tolling of the Boats. 

 

To get there take Sunset Highway (US 26) toward the coast. 
Exit onto OR-217 South toward Tigard/Salem (exit 69A). 
Exit onto SW Allen Blvd. heading West toward Beaverton 
(exit 2B). 
Turn Right onto SW Hall Blvd. 
The park is just past SW 12th in the “Y” between SW Hall 
Blvd. and  SW Watson Ave. 

See you there! 
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I Love Mustard… 
(This is a true story.  If you have children you will probably relate to this father) 

As ham sandwiches go, it was perfection:  A thick slab of 
ham on a fresh bun with crisp lettuce and plenty of expensive, 
light brown, Gourmet Mustard.  The corners of my jaw aching 
in anticipation, I carried it to the table in our backyard, picked 
it up with both hands, but was stopped by my wife suddenly 
at my side. 

“Here, hold Johnny (our six-week-old son) while I get my 
sandwich,” she said. 

I had him balanced between my left elbow and shoulder and 
was reaching again for the ham sandwich when I noticed a 
streak of mustard on my fingers. 

I love mustard, I had no napkin, so I licked it off.  It was not 
mustard.  No man ever put a baby down faster.  It was the first 
and only time I have sprinted with my tongue protruding out.  
With a washcloth in each hand, I did the sort of routine shoe-
shine boys do; only I did it on my tongue. 

Later, after she stopped crying from laughing so hard, my 
wife said, “Now you know why they call that fancy mustard 
Poupon.” 

For all you Mommies, Daddies, or would be Mommies & 
Daddies - watch it!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

As for me, I may never eat mustard again! 

 

Boy sitting on toilet… 

A little three year old boy is sitting on the toilet.  His mother 
thinks he has been in there too long, so she goes in to see 
what's up. 

The little boy is gripping on to the toilet seat with his left 
hand and hitting himself on top of the head with his right 
hand. 

His mother says: "Billy, are you alright?  You've been in here 
for awhile." 

Billy says: "I'm fine, mommy. I just haven't gone “doody” 
yet." 

Mother says: "ok, you can stay here a few more minutes.  

But, Billy, why are you hitting yourself on the head?" 

Billy says:  

"WORKS FOR KETCHUP." 

 

GOLF PANTIES… 

The Swede’s wife steps up to the tee and, as she bends over 
to place her ball, a gust of wind blows her skirt up and reveals 
her lack of underwear. 

“Good God, woman!  Why aren’t you wearing any skiv-
vies?”, Ole demanded. 

“Well, you don’t give me enough housekeeping money to 
afford any,” replied the wife. 

The Swede immediately reaches into his pocket and says, 
“For the sake of decency, here’s a 50.  Go and buy yourself 
some underwear.” 

Next, the Irishman’s wife bends over to set her ball on the 
tee.  Her skirt also blows up to show that she, too, is wearing 
no undies.  “Blessed Virgin Mary, woman!  You’ve no knick-
ers.  Why not?” 

She replies, “I can’t afford any on the money you give me.”  
Patrick reaches into his pocket and says , “For the sake of de-
cency, here’s a 20.  Go and buy yourself some underwear!” 

Lastly, the Scotsman’s wife bends over.  The wind also takes 
her skirt over her head to reveal that she, too, is naked under 
it. 

“Sweet mudder of Jaysus, Aggie!  Where ta friggin hell are 
yer drawers?” 

She too explains, “You dinna give me enough money ta be 
able ta affarrd any”. 

The Scotsman reaches into his pocket and says, “Well, fer 
the love o’ decency, here’s a comb.....  Tidy yerself up a bit”. 

 

You’ve a point, for sure… 

St. Peter and Satan were arguing over the boundary lines be-
tween heaven and hell.  

After a fruitless and heated argument the exasperated St. Pe-
ter says to Satan: “I’ll SUE!!!” 

Satan laughs, tosses his head back, and says “just where do 
you think you’ll find a lawyer!” 

USSVI WD4 & NW SVWWII Region Conference… 

Time is running out, if you are planning to go you must reg-
ister by 4 May or you will not be able to go on the SUBASE 
Tour! 
Conference is: 

Wednesday 20 May — Friday 22 May 2009 

Contact Don Bassler NOW 

360-479-1642 

Down-scope@comcast.net 

http://gertrude-check.up-scope.org/2009conference 

mailto:down-scope@comcast.net?subject=Regional%20Conference�
http://gertrude-check.up-scope.org/2009conference�
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Belated Happy Birthday to the Chiefs... 

The rank of the Chief Petty Officer was established in the 
Navy on 1 April 1893, with Masters-at-Arms, Boatswain’s 
Mates, Quartermasters, Gunner’s Mates, Machinist’s Mates, 
Carpenter’s Mates, Yeomen, Apothecaries, and Band Masters 
serving as the first Chief Petty Officers. 

One hundred years later, on 1April 1993, then-Chief of Na-
val Operations ADM Frank Kelso II said, “The example set 
by Chiefs for the last century inspires our young men and 
women of today.  Indeed, what Americans see in our impres-
sive young Sailors is the tradition of devotion and dedication 
the first Chiefs established with their sacrifices and valor.” 

Now, 15 years later, those words still ring true.  Today, Chief 
Petty Officers serve in many vital roles at the Naval Acad-
emy.  They are Senior Enlisted Leaders within Bancroft Hall.  
They are Craft masters aboard the Yard Patrol Craft.  They 
are instructors in Engineering & Weapons, and in Seamanship 
& Navigation.  They are leaders within the Naval Academy 
Band.  They lead Sailors in mission-accomplishment, ensur-
ing the YP’s and sailboats are ready to train; ensuring medical 
staffs are ready and able to provide high quality care to active 
duty, family members, and retirees; ensuring the Sailors 
standing watch at our gates are trained and equipped to carry 
out the mission.  These Chiefs serve every day as role models 
to thousands of future Navy and Marine Corps officers, pro-
viding the standard of excellence in leadership we should all 
expect from our superiors. 

There is a common tale about the critical role of Chief Petty 
Officers that has roots back in the days of ADM William 
“Bull” Halsey, Class of 1904, Fleet Admiral and Commander 
of the Third Fleet during the Pacific War against Japan.  At 
the end of World War II, legend has it that the city of Los An-
geles had a ceremony on the steps of the county courthouse to 
honor their home town hero, which included a line of side-
boys. 

According to the story, the sideboys were all active duty and 
retired Chief Petty Officers who had served with ADM Hal-
sey.  ADM Halsey approached one of the retired Chiefs, and 
they winked at each other.  At a cocktail party later on in the 

evening, one of the guests at the event asked the Admiral 
about the wink he shared with the Chief. 

The story says that ADM Halsey explained, “That man was 
my Chief when I was an Ensign, and no one before or after 
taught me as much about ships or men as he did.  You civil-
ians don't understand.  You go down to Long Beach, and you 
see those battleships sitting there, and you think that they float 
on water, don't you?” 

The guest replied, “Yes sir, I guess I do.”  To which ADM 
Halsey stated, “You are wrong.  They are carried to sea on the 
backs of those Chief Petty Officers!” 

As we honor the 115th birthday of the Chief Petty Officers, 
please take a moment to reflect upon the significance of those 
fouled anchors and the years of experience, wisdom, and 
deckplate leadership they represent. 

YES, HAIL TO THE CHIEF! 
And 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

“Dear John” Response, Submariner Style... 

There was a Submariner deployed to the Far East.  When 
they made port and picked up mail after 83 days at sea, he 
received a letter from his girlfriend.  In the letter she ex-
plained that she had slept with two guys ( Marines?) while he 
had been gone and she wanted to break up with him.  She also 
wanted pictures of herself back.  So the sailor did what any 
squared-away member of the silent service would do.  He 
went around the boat and collected all the unwanted photos of 
women he could get from his buddies.  He then mailed all of 
the pictures he collected, enough to fill a small al-
bum to his girlfriend with the following note: 

“I don’t remember which one of these you are, so 
please remove your picture and send the rest back.” 

Somewhere in the Atlantic Ocean... 

Sailors aboard the Trident strategic missile submarine USS 
Maryland (SSBN-738) prepared to start a series of underwa-
ter practice maneuvers known as “angles and dangles”. 

The Maryland’s captain, Navy Cmdr. Jeffrey M. Grimes, 
and his chief of the boat and senior enlisted leader, Master 
Chief Petty Officer Michael C. McLauchlan, intently ob-
served the actions of the officers and enlisted crew in the con-
trol room as the vessel silently tilted downward. 

Trident strategic deterrent submarines – nicknamed 
“Boomers” – carry as many as 24 Trident II D-5 nuclear bal-
listic missiles. 

“We’re there on the front line, ready to go,” Grimes said.  
“Important missions,” he said, “are happening every day in 
the deep, blue ocean.” 

Tridents are nuclear-powered, Ohio-class submarines.  At 
560 feet long and 42 feet wide, they are the largest subma-
rines in the U.S. Navy’s inventory. 

Meanwhile, in the control room, Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Lamar Johnson, 23, sits calmly at the helmsman’s station as 
he adroitly manipulates the yoke control that adjusts the sub-
marine’s depth and direction.  At about 400 feet under the 
waves, the Maryland leveled off, then began ascending. 

After the exercise, Johnson, who hails from Chicago, said 
piloting the Maryland underwater is a matter of “paying at-
tention, making sure you’re tracking the gauges.” 

“Sailors volunteer for submarine duty and are among the top 
performers across the Navy,” McLauchlan, a 26-year veteran, 
said. 

“There is a pretty rigid screening process to get a guy to 
come into the submarine force,” McLauchlan said.  “New 
submariners are subject to stringent qualification criteria 

(Continued on page 11) 
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when they report to their first boat,” he said, “while subma-
rine veterans experience continued certifications during their 
careers.” 

During their first year while assigned to their first submarine, 
enlisted members are required to earn the coveted silver 
“dolphins” pin that says they’ve learned how to function as a 
team member aboard their boat.  Dolphins-pin recipients also 
must demonstrate knowledge of basic submarine operations, 
as well as the ability to work as a team member to put out 
fires and control flooding. 

“They kill themselves to try to get those dolphins, because 
it’s very important to them,” McLauchlan said of enlisted sail-
ors aboard their first submarine.  “And we make it very spe-
cial when we present them.  Once they get those dolphins, it’s 
just the start for more and more for these kids,” he continued. 

Commissioned-officer submariners also must qualify to wear 
golden dolphins. 

About a week earlier, the Maryland’s “Gold” crew under 
Grimes’ command embarked on its 53rd patrol from its home 
port at Naval Submarine Base King’s Bay, Ga.  Trident sub-
marines have two crews, called Blue and Gold, which rotate 
patrols.  One crew is at sea for 60 to 90 days, while the other 
trains ashore.  In this way, the vessels can be employed at sea 
70 percent of the time, when not undergoing scheduled main-
tenance in port. 

The Maryland is “a platform that is undetectable, that can-
not be found, and yet, is in constant connection with the na-
tional command authorities,” Grimes explained.  “The subma-
rine,” he added, “possesses the stealth and power needed to 
respond to a global crisis with devastating force.” 

“The Maryland's crew routinely performs damage control 
exercises – consisting of flooding and fire scenarios – as well 
as mock battle and strategic-deterrence drills during its pa-
trols, so that if the real event should ever occur, we're ready to 
go,” Grimes said. 

“As the Maryland’s commander, it’s important to impart to 
the crew how they fit together on the ship as a team,” Grimes 
said. 

“They realize the mission is relevant and they feel the impor-
tance of their job,” Grimes said, “they leave their families at 
home.  They work long hours for me when we have the boat 
in for refit.” 

“It’s all about the mission,” Grimes said, adding that, 
“Trident submarine sailors stay in the Navy because they like 
what they do, and they are true patriots.” 

“The Navy’s attack and strategic-deterrent submarine force is 
safe, secure and reliable and ready to perform its mission, 
24/7,” said Navy Capt. Kevin R. Brenton, who was along for 
part of the Maryland’s patrol and is preparing to take com-
mand of Submarine Squadron 20 at King's Bay. 

“We couldn’t do it without the extraordinary young men that 
man these submarines,” Brenton said, “they’re America’s best 
and brightest.” 

(Continued from page 10) 
Besides its 160-member crew, the Maryland also was carry-

ing a group of journalists, who early on 15 Feb. had been con-
veyed by tugboat to the Maryland for a two-day orientation 
tour.  During the journalists’ visit, the submarine would be 
submerged for 24 hours. 

“A nuclear-powered Trident submarine like the Maryland 
produces its own drinking water and oxygen, and, therefore 
can remain submerged nearly indefinitely,” Grimes said, 
“needing to surface only to take on food.” 

The Maryland’s lead culinary specialist, Chief Petty Officer 
Tony L. Thompson, 40, said “he and his staff prepare food for 
about 120 crew members during the course of the day.”  
“Submariners,” he said, “enjoy the best food in the Navy.” 

“We do all we can to make them comfortable down here,” 
Thompson said of his team’s efforts to provide the best meals 
possible for the Maryland’s crew. 

Thompson, a 20-year Navy veteran, said he enjoys the “close
-knitted” camaraderie that’s part of duty aboard submarines 
such as the Maryland. 

“I could walk around and talk to anybody around here,” said 
Thompson, as he enjoyed a plate of prime rib, “everything is 
‘one’ crew ... because you’ve got to depend on everybody.” 

“I’m a cook,” Thompson said, “but, at the same time, I can 
go and put out a fire.” 

Near the end of the journalists’ visit, the submarine surfaced 
to make its rendezvous with the tugboat that would return 
them to shore. 

A cloudless, bright-blue sky stretched across the horizon as 
Lt.(jg) Eric S. Spurling, Petty Officer 2nd Class Kyle G. 
Fulmer and Seaman DeAngelo Jackson Adams pulled watch 
duty on the bridge atop the Maryland's sail panel, or upper-
most structure.  The day’s temperature was unseasonably 
mild. 

“Submariners belong to “a real tight community” of sailors 
who perform a vital, unique mission,” said Fulmer, 23, from 
Dillon, S.C. 

“You have to be able to trust everybody with your life.  Any 
time, anything could go wrong, and if you're beside it, you 
have to be ready to act on it,” Fulmer said. 

Adams, a 21-year-old sailor from Detroit, cracked a sliver of 
a smile at his machine-gun station as the breeze batted at his 
orange windbreaker. 

Adams said, “he loves the sailor’s life aboard 
the Maryland.” 

“The mission of being out to sea, under water, 
is just cool, you know?” he said. 

New sub interior... 

The interior of a submarine with harsh, glaring lighting and 
painted in a one-tone color can be a pretty drab place.  The 
Navy is experimenting with color schemes and lighting sys-

(Continued on page 12) 
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tems which will make the spaces more pleasant to look at.  

The new colors will also give the impression of more room.  
That’s what is being done to several submarines at New Lon-
don, Conn., Submarine Base. 

A recently developed paint, capable of covering any type of 
material from smooth metal to bumpy cork, is playing a big 
role in the color tests.  This chlorinated rubber paint forms a 
one-coat, non-glare protective coating that can be applied 

over old paint.  Engine spaces are painted an equipment gray; 
living spaces, a yellow-gray; and the messing compartment is 
a warm green-gray. 

The under-test lighting system utilizes efficient (less power 

(Continued from page 11) consumption, less heat—more light) fluorescent fixture 
throughout the sub.  This system is designed for a low degree        
of glare and a high degree of light—essential for clearly illu-
minating switchboards, dials, power panels and gauges.  Even 
the decks get attention in this program.  They are surfaced 
with linoleum squares of dark green, blue, and black and 
white swirls. 
All Hands – May 1952 

A husband and wife are waiting at the bus stop with their 
nine children.  A blind man joins them after a few minutes.  
When the bus arrives, they find it overloaded and only the 
wife and the nine kids are able to fit onto the bus. 

So, the husband and the blind man decide to walk.  After a 
while, the husband gets irritated by the ticking of the stick of 
the blind man as he taps it on the sidewalk, and says to him, 
“Why don’t you put a piece of rubber at the end of your stick?  
That ticking sound is driving me crazy.” 

The blind man replies, “If you had put a rubber at the end of 
YOUR stick, we’d be riding the bus, so just shut your mouth 
and keep walking. 
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