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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 11 June 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 11 June 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — June 2009 # 183 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

14 May 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base Commander, 

Chuck Nelson 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for May; Bob Lee and Bob 

Sumner. 
Invocation by base Chaplin, Scott Duncan 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Nelson 
Introductions: All.  Introduced new member Dennis 

Smith and Guest Dave Schneider. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave Vrooman 
Old Business: 

Base Treasurer reported that money had been 
transferred from the general fund to the life 
member CD.  Chris Stafford pointed out that 
the Base Constitution and By-Laws; Article 10; 
Section 5 dictates how money can be trans-
ferred from the life member fund.  This limits 
the amount that can be transferred annually per 
lasts month’s passed motion. 

The annual Base Picnic will be on 15 August 2009 
in Clackamette Park in Oregon City.  (See Page 
4 for more information.) 

Memorial Day celebration will be in Memorial 
Park, Beaverton.  Band starts at 1030 and cere-
mony at 1100.  Parking is limited so early arri-
val is recommended. 

Bill Bryan resigned as Base Storekeeper.  Bob 
Sumner volunteered to take over the duty. 

This year’s Christmas party will be a pot luck here 
at the VFW Hall.  Chuck Nelson’s wife Jan will 
coordinate it. 

Discussion was had as to where the base will par-
ticipate on the 4th of July.  It was agreed that 
either Canby or Mololla would be OK with the 
members.  Gary Webb volunteered to arrange 
where we will be for the holiday.  (Canby was 
selected, see Page 7.) 

Ray Lough discussed the desire of the Fort Van-
couver Historical Society to have the base at 
their Veteran’s Day Memorial. A motion was 
made, seconded, and passed for the base to par-
ticipate in the Veteran’s Day celebration at Fort 
Vancouver.  Ray will coordinate.  The parade is 
scheduled for 7 November. 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed to pay 
$125.00 to have the painting done by Rudy Va-
lencia sent to the base. 

New Business: 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed to con-

tinue with the boat sponsorship program and 
send the American Submariner to two West 
Coast boats.  One to be a SSN and the other to 
be a SSBN. 

A vote, per Base Constitution and By-Laws; Arti-
cle III; Section 9 was taken to accept Sandy 
Musa as an associate member.  Vote was unani-
mous.  Welcome Aboard, Sandy. 

50/50 Raffle:$24.00 won by Tudor Davis . 
Good of the Order: 

Discussion was held concerning the apparent con-
flicting information between OMSI and the 
Base over Memorial Day Activities at OMSI. 

Tudor Davis presented Sub Vets WW II Volunteer 
Service pins to those members who were instru-
mental in building the USS Albacore Memo-
rial. 

Bill Bryan reported on our continuing support of 
our Troops serving overseas.  (See Page 3.) 

Fred Carneau and Bob Walters have earned the 
President’s Lifetime Service Award.  (See Page 
4.) 

Bob Walters reported on the availability of two 
hatches from the USS Barbel.  It was decided 
to see if parts could be removed from them and 
sent at a reasonable cost.  Bob is to follow up. 

Benediction by Base Chaplin, Scott Duncan. 

2010 Meeting adjourned. 
Sailing List—30 hands aboard:  Bryan Jr; Bywater; 

Carneau; Corbett; Crosby; Davis; Duncan;  
Gatchel; Hager; Hansen; Jackson; Keffer; Lee; 
Lough; Miller; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; Nelson; 
Smith; Spence; Stafford; Sumner; Thrall; Tzevele-
kos: Vick; Vrooman; Walker; Walters; Webb; 
Whitmarsh. 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS ——— 

At the recent OMSI annual volunteer appreciation ceremony, 
Blueback Base members were recognized for their years as 
volunteers on the USS Blueback (SS-581).  Fred Carneau, 
Chris Stafford, and Bob Walters; Gold service pin for 15 
years.  Keith Miller and Gary Thrall; Silver service pin for 10 
years.  Chuck Macaluso, Otto Tzevelekos, and Gary Webb; 
Bronze service pin for 5 years.  In addition Fred and Bob re-
ceived the President’s Lifetime Service Award.  This award is 
given to volunteers who have dedicated 4,000 or more hours 
over the course of their lives to serving others. 

BASE MEMBERS HONORED  BASE MEMBERS HONORED  BASE MEMBERS HONORED  ———         

Fred and Bob holding one of their President’s Lifetime Service awards at the May 
base meeting 

About the Award... 

Background 

America has a long and proud tradition of volunteer service. 
Now more than ever, volunteers are renewing their commit-
ment to helping others and making new connections that bring 
us closer together as families, as neighbors, as communities, 
and as a Nation. 

The President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation 
(the Council) was established in 2003 to recognize the valu-
able contributions volunteers are making in our communities 
and encourage more people to serve. The Council created the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award program as a way to 
thank and honor Americans who, by their demonstrated com-
mitment and example, inspire others to engage in volunteer 
service. 

Recognizing and honoring volunteers sets a standard for ser-
vice, encourages a sustained commitment to civic participa-
tion, and inspires others to make service a central part of their 
lives. The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes 
individuals, families, and groups that have achieved a certain 
standard – measured by the number of hours of service over a 
12-month period or cumulative hours earned over the course 
of a lifetime. 

Presidential Volunteer Service Award 

Award recipients receive: 

 Personalized Award Certificate. 

 Lifetime Award Lapel Pin. 

 Congratulatory Letter from the President of 
the United States 

 Letter from the President’s Council on Ser-
vice & Civic Participation. 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work.  Below is one of the latest Thank You’s 
we have received. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-
tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. 

The Submarine Tradition--- 

There is something about the submarine service.  It tends to 
create a bond between those who have served that is born of 
trust. 

Every submariner who ever put to sea and submerged has 
placed in the hands of another their very lives. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  ———         
Dallas Dolan sent this picture of a sturgeon taken at the boat 

ramp of Clackamette Park.  Bring your fishing gear to the an-
nual base picnic on 15 August! 

The bond is not one of close friendship, even though those do 
grow out of the time spent aboard a boat. 

It is one of mutual respect - blind to color, ethnicity, religion, 
nationality and gender. 

The bond is one of personal responsibility.  Not everyone has 
it.  Some don't even know what personal responsibility is. 

Submariners know what it is.  It is their way of life.  The 
trust and respect and sense of personal responsibility is 
The Submarine Tradition. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Memorial Day… 

This year the base observed Memorial Day at the newly com-
pleted (99%) USS Albacore (SS-218) Memorial in Memorial 
Park located in Beaverton.  Our Tolling of the Boats Cere-
mony, conducted by Tudor Davis and Keith Miller was part 
of the program hosted by the local American Legion Chapter 
124 with their Commander, Marv Doty officiating.  We had a 
great turnout of WWII and USSVI members and provided the 
guests with a very moving experience.  Below are pictures of 
the Memorial and WWII members who were in attendance. 

Annual Picnic... 

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held this year 
at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on 15 August.  It will 
start at 12 Noon, with a short business meeting, and run until 
dusk.  Les Savage will be doing the meat and the base will 
provide soda to drink.  So, all you need is your favorite dish 
to share and your own silverware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their guest 
are invited.  Please contact Gary Webb 

(gwebb@bctonline.com or 503-632-6259) 

if you are planning on attending so we can have an idea as to 
how many to expect. 

Clackamette Park1955 Clackamette Drivelies at the con-
fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 
City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E. 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 
river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 
($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-
tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 
come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-
able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-
per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 
wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 
multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 
of the park.  Bring your horseshoes!  Maybe we could have 
the 1st annual Blueback horseshoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

 This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-
cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can cov-
ers if you need one. 

 We  need a few tables to set the chow up on, contact Gary 
Webb if you can bring one. 

 Bring your own chairs. 

 I will print the map and directions to get to Clackamette 
Park in the July and August Sanitary. 

 Picnic from Noon to Dusk. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 15 August. 

mailto:gwebb@bctonline.com?subject=Annual%20Picnic�
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SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———      
This month we have a member who made 

his living by irritating his shipmates, espe-
cially first thing in the morning.  He also 
kept them advised of other important events 
throughout the day which made up for his 
early morning infuriating action. 

Last month we had a picture of Keith 
Miller who swears he had nothing to do 
with guiding the tall ships, but some differ 
on this point. 

This is the last picture from the past I have.  If 
this column is to continue I need your help.  Get 
your picture to me as soon as possible. 

Thanks! 

LOST BOATS, JUNE LOST BOATS, JUNE LOST BOATS, JUNE ———   

USS Herring (SS-233) — Lost on 1 June 1944 with 
the loss of 80 Officers and Men. 

USS R-12 (SS-89) — Lost on 12 June 1943 with the 
loss of 42 Officers and Men.  Lost during a practice 
torpedo approach.  The CO and 2 other men on the 
bridge survived as did 18 crew members on liberty 
at the time of the accident. 

USS Golet (SS-361) — Lost on 14 June 1944 with the 
loss of 82 Officers and Men. 

USS Bonefish (SS-223)  — Lost on 19 June 1945 
with the loss of 85 Officers and Men.  She was the 
last submarine lost in World War II. 

USS S-27 (SS-132) — Lost on 19 June 1942 when 
she ran aground.  Entire crew was rescued 

USS O-9 (SS-70) — Lost on 20 June 1941 with the 
loss of 34 Officers ands Men. 
USS Runner (SS-275) — Lost between 26 
June and 4 July 1943 with the loss of 78 Officers 
and Men.  

Sub returns from historic patrol... 

History-making and barnacle-encrusted, the USS Florida 
(SSGN-728) eased into Kings Bay last month after its maiden 
voyage as a converted guided-missile submarine. 

The Ohio-class submarine, which once carried Trident II 
missiles, spent 15 months away from Kings Bay Naval Sub-
marine base while its alternating gold and blue crews com-
pleted training and a deployment to the Mideast on anti-terror 
missions. 

“We almost did fast-attack ops,” gold crew Command Mas-
ter Chief Randy J. Huckaba said of the Florida’s assignments 

in missions close to shore.  “In my 24 years on all kinds of 
submarines, it’s the best boat.” 

Because the Florida operated in shallow waters and was on a 
long deployment, the boat did not make its usual return to 
homeport every three months the way it once did as a Trident 
submarine. 

“This is what you get when you don’t get a chance for up-
keep for 15 months,” Huckaba said, noting the thick layer of 
barnacles that turned the submarine hull white. 

Gold and blue crews were flown from Kings Bay to Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean to board the submarine for deploy-
ments.  Huckaba and family members waiting on the pier Fri-
day said they liked the new assignment of the guided-missile 
submarine.  A few wives were able to fly to Greece to meet 
their husbands on one port visit. 

“We did a VIP cruise in Naples,” Huckaba said.  The Florida 
also became the largest submarine to make a port call in 
Greece and the largest submarine to operate in the Persian 
Gulf. 

Capt. Randy Crites, commanding officer of Florida's blue 
crew, said the deployment was totally different from a Trident 
trip. 

“In strategic deterrent, you go out there and find a place to 
stay undetected,” said Crites, who took command in February.  
“These [guided-missile] boats are doing ISR [intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance] and being ready for strikes.” 

Crites would not disclose any details of their activity with the 
Navy's Fifth and Sixth Fleets and the U.S. Central Command. 

The Florida, and the USS Georgia (SSGN-729), also a con-
verted guided-missile submarine at Kings Bay, can operate 
with more than 60 special-operations forces.  Torpedo-shaped 
dry-deck shelters mounted on the submarine decks provide a 
way for those forces to move between the shelter and the sub-
marine while it is under way. 

Former Trident missile tubes hold special-operations gear 
and tactical missile canisters for up to 154 Tomahawk mis-
siles.  The boats also have a control room and planning center 
for special operations.  The Georgia is expected to replace the 
Florida in the Mideast this summer. 

The USS Florida crews have fewer communications restric-
tions than their Trident counterparts and could send and re-
ceive emails, Crites said.  They also enjoyed port calls for a 
morale break, something a Trident submarine 
cannot do. 

“That’s one of the big negatives for the SSBN,” 
Crites said.  “You don’t get to make port calls 
and have that camaraderie ashore.” 
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SHIPMATE REACHES MILESTONE  SHIPMATE REACHES MILESTONE  SHIPMATE REACHES MILESTONE  ———   

World War II veteran and one of the founders of Blueback 
Base celebrated his 85th Birthday on 16 May.  Tudor was 
born in Pennsylvania in 1924. 

SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———   

5,000th Dive for Submarine... 

On 29 February 1952 Secretary of the Navy, Dan A. Kimball 
recorded a “first” in the history of the Navy’s submarine ser-
vice when USS Flying Fish (AGSS-229) made her record-
breaking 5,000th dive. 

For the first time in naval history the squawk box of a Navy 
craft carried a direct order from the commanding officer to the 
Secretary of the Navy: “Now hear this.  The Secretary of the 
Navy will please relieve the bow planesman.”  In performing 
this duty Secretary Kimball reported to Charles Maglis, GM1
(SS), USN, as his relief, and the bow plane operation was in 
the hands of Mr. Kimball after Flying Fish made her dive. 

Then operating as an experimental unit of the Naval Under-
water Sound Laboratory, New London, Conn., Flying Fish 
stood out for Long Island Sound.  The icy waters of the Sound 
closed over her slate-grey length of 311 feet, eight inches, as 
she marked the 10th year of her life by establishing the 
world’s record for the number of operational dives.  She was 
the first submarine to be commissioned after the outbreak of 
World War II. 

With the Secretary of the Navy and high ranking observers 
and guests on board, Lieutenant Commander R.W. Phipps, 
USN, commanding Flying Fish’s line handlers cast off her 
bow and stern lines.  Captain G.R. Donaho, USN, the first 
Flying Fish skipper when she was commissioned three days 
after Pearl Harbor, was a visitor during this record making 
cruise.  He stood the diving officer watch.  Rear Admiral R.F. 
Hickey, USN, Chief of Information, served on the watch as 
the sub’s helmsman.  Never before in the naval history was a 
United States submarine operated by a higher ranking crew. 

With 12 war patrols to her credit and 16 Japanese vessels 
sunk for a total of 58,306 tons, Flying Fish crisscrossed the 
125,447 miles of Pacific patrol.  Nearly nine months of her 10
-year life had been spent under water. 

To all hands who were lucky enough to have been on board 
for the record breaking 5,000th dive, the CO issued “Five 
Grander” certificates, reading: “Be it known to all good sail-
ors of the seven seas that (holder’s name, rank or rate), did 
this date actively participate in the submergence of the USS 
Flying Fish (AGSS-229) on this operationally 
historic occasion of her 5,000th dive.  Be it 
therefore proclaimed to all true and loyal 
Wearers of the Dolphin that he is hereby 
designated a Five Grander.” 

Tudor and his son ,Fred, share a laugh over a card he received. 

Have you seen these cards?... 

These cards were supplied by EB and used on the boats 
while rigged for red.  The marks on the red suits were out-
lined with black so that the markings did not disappear under 
red lighting.  A shipmate is looking to borrow a deck in order 
to reproduce them as a fund raising project.  If you have a 
deck or know where one is, let me know. 
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4th of July Parade… 

Blueback Base will “march” in the 4th of July parade in Canby again this year. 

 The parade will start at 1400 (2:00 PM) sharp.  We need to set-up the float and the flat bed so we should be there about 1130. 

 We still need a volunteer to swing by Fred Carneau’s place and pick up the flat bed trailer, and tow it in the parade. 

 Gary Webb will bring the float. 

 The staging area is NW 4th Avenue and N Elm Street. 

 We need everyone that plans to ride the trailer to bring a chair. 

 There is NO THROWING OF CANDY, it can be handed out at curb side. 

 We also need to make arrangements for flags and the diving alarm. 

See below map with insert for directions to the staging area.  Any question, make sure you bring them up at the next base meet-
ing or E-Mail Gary Webb at: 

gwebb@bctonline.com 

See you all there! 

mailto:gwebb@bctonline.com?subject=Annual%20Picnic�
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WRD4 Conference... 

Being a man of few words, all that I can say is that those of 
you who did not go, missed a great time.  The Bremerton 
Base and Naval Base Kitsap took good care of us. 

We were given a “windshield tour” of Bangor Base including 
1st hand exposure to their security measures.  This was fol-
lowed by lunch in their “@ Ease” club with the Commanding 
Officer, Naval Base Kitsap, Capt. Mark J. Olson, a subma-
riner.  After lunch some of us, including my wife and I toured 
the USS Louisiana (SSBN 643).  Talk about room, I was sur-
prised to not find a bowling alley. 

We also took part in the annual Tolling of the Boats at the 
Keyport Naval Undersea Museum. Crews from some of the 
boats in port were also there and after the ceremony shook 
hands with each veteran in attendance.  This ceremony was 
followed by a boat trip to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard where 
I counted 11 boats in mothballs and in vari- ous states of 
cannibalization.  Some were missing potions 
of sails and sail planes.  Who knows what 
was left below decks.  Very sad sight, these 
once proud submarines. 

Knickers… 

Little Susie goes home from school and tells her mum that the 
boys keep asking her to do cartwheels because she’s very good 
at them ? 
Mum said:  “YOU should say NO - they only want to look at 

your Knickers”. 

Susie said:  “I know they do that’s why I hide them in my 
bag!” 

New Game in Town… 

Three strangers strike up a conversation in the airport passen-
ger lounge in Bozeman, Montana, awaiting their flights. 
One is an American Indian passing through from Lame Deer.  

Another is a Cowboy on his way to Billings for a livestock 
show.  The third passenger is a fundamentalist Arab student, 
newly arrived at Montana State University from the Middle 
East. 
Their discussion drifts to their diverse cultures.  Soon, the 

two Westerners learn that the Arab is a devout, radical Mus-
lim and the conversation falls into an uneasy lull. 
The cowboy leans back in his chair, crosses his boots on a 

magazine table and tips his big sweat-stained hat forward over 
his face.  The wind outside is blowing tumbleweeds around, 
and the old windsock is f lapping; but still no plane comes. 
Finally, the American Indian clears his throat and softly he 

speaks.  “At one time here, my people were many, but sadly, 
now we are few.” 
The Muslim student raises an eyebrow and leans forward. 

“Once my people were few,” he sneers, “and now we are 
many.  Why do you suppose that is?” 
The Montana cowboy shifts his toothpick to one side of his 

mouth and from the darkness beneath his Stetson says in a 
drawl, “That's ‘cause we ain’t played Cowboys and Muslims 
yet, but I do believe it’s a-comin’.” 

Burma Shave... 

Before there were Interstates, when everyone drove the old 2 
lane roads, Burma Shave signs would be posted all over the 
countryside in farmers’ fields.  They were small red signs 
with white letters.  Five signs, about 100 feet apart, each con-
taining 1 line of a 4 line couplet.—and the obligatory 5th sign 
advertising Burma Shave, a popular shaving cream.  

Don’t stick your elbow 
Out so far 

It may go home 
In another car 

Burma Shave 
She kissed the hairbrush 

By mistake 
She thought it was 
Her husband Jake 
Burma Shave 
Don’t lose your head 

To gain a minute 
You need your head 
Your brains are in it 
Burma Shave 

Do these bring back old memories?  If not, you’re merely a 
child.  If they do - then you’re old as dirt... LIKE ME!  
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Visitors at June Meeting… 

From: John Mansfield W R, District 4 Commander 

WRD Commander, Jim Dunn and I will be visiting your base 
meeting on 11 June.  If you’d be so kind as to find out if there 
are any specific issues we may need to address, please let us 
know.  I enjoyed meeting several Blueback shipmates at our 
NW Conference the past three days. 
Best regards, 

John Mansfield 
WRD4 Commander 

Let’s all be at that meeting and see what they have 
to say. 

HAVE YOU HEARD… 

Three gentlemen are riding on a train, not speaking but casu-
ally taking note of each other.  Finally one of them breaks the 
silence. 

He folds back his Wall Street Journal and says “Admiral, 
USN, Retired, married, two kids, both of them Doctors,” and 
proudly goes back to his paper. 

The second guy folds back his Washington Post and says, 
“Admiral, USN, active duty, married, two kids, both of them 
Lawyers,” and smugly smiles. 

The third guy rolls up his Sports Illustrated and says “Master 
Chief Petty Officer, USN, Retired, never married, two kids, 
both of them Admirals,” and just grins. 

USS Hartford Gets New CO & Repairs... 

Cmdr. Robert Dunn took command of the Hartford (SSN-
768), during a ceremony Saturday at the U.S. Naval Subma-
rine Base, Groton, CT shortly after the boats return to the 
U.S..  He served previously as engineer aboard the Hartford 
and executive officer aboard the ballistic missile submarine 
USS Ohio (SSGN-726).  Most recently, Dunn served on the 
staff of the commander of U.S. Submarine Force Pacific 
Fleet.  

After a tough month at sea following a collision with another 
ship, the Hartford has returned home. She is still showing 
signs of its collision with the amphibious ship the USS New 
Orleans (LPD-18) while in the Strait of Hormuz, south of 
Iran.  An algae covered water line is evidence of the subma-
rine’s month long surface journey home.  The sail, periscope 
and the port bow plane were all damaged in the collision.  
Some initial repairs were done to the top of the sail so the 
submarine would be seaworthy enough to make it back across 
the Atlantic.  She still has a starboard list. 

General Dynamics says its Electric Boat unit was awarded 
the contract to repair damages to the Hartford.  Under the 
$15.8 million deal, General Dynamics will provide “planning 
work, material procurement and fabrication of a hull patch 
and a bridge access trunk, as well as planning and material 
procurement for the port retractable bow plane,” to restore the 

Hartford, an improved Los Angeles-class sub, to 
full service condition.  Electric Boat will per-

form the work in Quonset Point, RI (70%) 
and Groton, CT (30%) and expects to com-
plete the repairs by October 2009. 

Grandmas Don't Know Everything... 

Little Tony was staying with his grandmother for a few days. 

He’d been playing outside with other kids for a while when 
he came into the house and asked her, “Grandma, what’s that 
called when two people sleep in the same room and one is on 
top of the other?” 

She was a little taken aback, but she decided to just tell him 
the truth.  “It’s called sexual intercourse, darling.” 

Little Tony just said, “Oh, OK,” and went back outside to 
play with the other kids.  A few minutes later he came back in 
and said angrily, “Grandma, it isn’t called sexual intercourse.  
It’s called Bunk Beds.  And Jimmy’s Mom wants to talk to 
you.” 
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11 boats waiting 
for recycleing 

at PSNS 
22 May 2009 

Tolling of the Boats—USS STURGEON (SSN-637) Sail 
Naval Undersea Museum 

Sub Vets WW II and USSVI—District Conference 
Keyport, WA 
22 May 2009 
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MCPON praises Sailors, concludes NW visit... 

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON) Rick West 
concluded his visit to Navy Region Northwest 1 May.  

West arrived 28 April to show his support by kicking off in-
dividual augmentee (IA) symposiums and visiting with Sail-
ors.  

The visit included IA Symposiums held at Naval Base Kit-
sap, Naval Station Everett, and Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island.  

“There’s an appetite for a Navy Sailor (in U.S. Central Com-
mand) and the reason is because a Navy Sailor always works 
above what is expected of them out there in that theater,” said 
West.  “I hear that time-and-time again from other service 
leadership.  They want more Sailors because as Sailors we are 
used to working out of our comfort zone, Sailors see a prob-
lem, and they fix it.”  

The events not only provided a venue for West to show his 
appreciation for IAs and the unique challenges they face when 
deployed, but also to educate attendees on the resources avail-
able to them upon their return, both in and out of the military 
as veterans.  During breaks in the presentation, networking 
opportunities were afforded to those preparing to deploy on 
an IA to glean information from those who have returned.  

“For those of you going on an IA, make sure you absorb eve-
rything you can from this conference, but also, more impor-
tantly, from those shipmates that have conducted an IA,” said 
West.  

“This forum is also an important piece to provide feedback to 
us so we can make course changes with the IA process and 
continue to make it better,” said West.  

The back bone of every successful Sailor is strong support 
from the home front through their command, spouses and 
family members.  West appreciates the contributions and sac-
rifices these individuals make.  

“Thank you so much for what you do every day,” said West.  

Following his delivery of opening remarks at the IA sympo-
siums, West took tours of each base, including a tour of 
Everett’s newest barracks, the Charles Luke Milam Bachelor 
Housing.  The tour included a look at the living arrangements 
and the break areas of the facility.  

“This is the standard of living and quality of life every Sailor 
should have,” said West.  

The housing unit nearly doubles Everett’s ‘Homeport 
Ashore’ capabilities.  Homeport Ashore is a quality of life 
program for housing junior single Sailors stationed on board 
ships while they are in port.  

The day continued with an all hands call for the chief petty 
officers of Naval Station Everett and an all hands call, during 
which West discussed many topics from manning issues to 
the new uniforms hitting the streets and giving advice to Sail-
ors senior and junior alike.  

“Get out of your comfort zone, take the hard jobs and make 
the Navy work for you,” said West.  

Those who were afforded the opportunity to talk to West 
seemed impressed by his candor and awareness.  

“Master Chief West is the right guy at the right 
time, no doubt in my mind. I’m proud to serve in 
his Navy,” said Capt. Gerral David, NAS Whidbey 
Island commanding officer.  

Use one screw, not two!... 

A serious Navy cash crunch is threatening to leave sailors in 
San Diego and across the fleet stranded ashore, unable to 
change duty stations and without the bonuses that have long 
encouraged them to stay in uniform. 

In recent weeks, Navy officials have instituted a series of 
austerity measures to reduce costs or postpone them until the 
next fiscal year, which begins 1 Oct.  The expense trimming 
includes: 

Cutting at-sea time for non-deployed ships by about one-
third and decreasing flight hours for carrier air wings by an 
unspecified amount. 

Reducing or eliminating the ships sent to promotional “Fleet 
Week” events in San Diego, Portland, and other cities. 

Delaying “permanent change of station” transfers for 14,000 
sailors who had expected to move this summer. 

Eliminating most re-enlistment bonuses effective this month. 

Some of the steps are designed to help close a projected 
$417 million shortage in ship maintenance funds this year.  
Military and congressional sources said the shortfall occurred 
because maintenance money for Navy surface ships hasn’t 
kept pace with a 19 percent increase in those ships’ operations 
since 2002. 

Repairs stemming from recent accidents involving the 
San Diego-based amphibious assault ship New Orleans, at-
tack submarine Hartford and cruiser Port Royal could push 
the deficit higher.  The bill for the Port Royal, which ran 
aground 5 Feb. near Honolulu, is estimated at $163 million. 

Congress is considering an $83 billion bill to get the Pen-
tagon through the rest of the fiscal year and possibly ease 
some of the Navy’s cuts. 
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