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BBBASEASEASE   MMMEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS.........   
Executive Board Will Meet: 

Thursday, 9 July 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1730 

Blueback Base Meeting: 

Thursday, 9 July 2009 
VFW Post #4248 

7118 S.E. Fern—Portland 
1900 

Chow to be served before Base Meeting 

USSVI — Blueback Base Newsletter 
Portland, Oregon — July 2009 # 184 

Blueback Base, P.O. Box 1887 
Clackamas, OR 97015-1887 

The Creed of the USSVI  is Not to Forget our Purpose…… 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their 
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments, Pledge loyalty and 
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.” 
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USSVI  DUES   

ANNUAL NATIONAL BASE 

1 YR $20.00 $15.00 

3 YR pre-pay $55.00 $15.00 / Yr 

5 YR pre-pay $90.00 $15.00 / Yr 

LIFE NATIONAL BASE 

< Age 45 $500.00 $300.00 

Ages 46-55 yrs $400.00 $250.00 

Ages 56-65 yrs $300.00 $200.00 

Ages 66-75 yrs $200.00 $150.00 

Ages 76 + $100.00 $50.00 

Blueback Base 
Meeting Minutes 

11 June 2009 

1900 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Chuck 
Nelson 

Moment of silence for lost shipmates 
Reading of the USSVI Creed by Base Commander. 
Tolling of the Lost Boats for June; Stu Crosby and 

Arlo Gatchel. 
Invocation by Ray Lough 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Gary Webb 
Introductions: All.  Introduced Guests Mike Emerson 

and Jim Mallett. 
Secretary’s Report by Base Secretary, Dave Vrooman 
Treasurer’s Report by Base Commander Chuck Nelson 

(Treasurer was unable to attend meeting.) 
Old Business: 

Unveiled the painting of the USS Sterlet (SS-392), 
painted by Rudy Valencia and donated to the 
base by Marilyn Valencia (See pg. 5). 

Report on the annual Base Picnic by Gary Webb 
(See Pg. 4). 

Report on 4th of July parade in Canby by Gary 
Webb (See Pg. 7). 

We have a NEW Base Storekeeper, Sandy Musa. 
— Welcome aboard. 

Bob Walters reported that parts from the two USS 
Barbel hatches could not be easily removed and 
shipped to us, so it was decided to decline the 
offer of the hatches. 

New Business: 
By-Laws Chairman, Chris Stafford read the pro-

posed change to Article II of the Base Constitu-
tion and By-Laws to change the verbiage to 
reflect the change in the USSVI Creed.  If ap-
proved the words “United States Government” 
will be replaced by “United States of America 
and its Constitution”.  The proposed change 
will be read again at the next two meetings and 
then a vote will be held, per Article XIII; Sec 1. 

50/50 Raffle:$22.00 won by Stu Crosby, and donated 
to the base. 

Good of the Order: 
Duane Sanger was inducted into the Holland Club 

by Base Commander Chuck Nelson. (See Pg. 
5). 

Collie Collins suggested that we invite some of the 
“Chosin Few” to tell us about the Chosin Reser-
voir Battle early in the Korean War.  Members 
were favorable.  Collie will check into it. 

A brother Submariner, Nels Hadden was seriously 
injured while helping an accident victim.  He is 
still recovering and would really appreciate 
hearing from us (See Pg. 9). 

Benediction by Ray Lough. 
2000 Meeting adjourned. 

Sailing List—32 hands aboard:  Bell; Bryan Jr; Bur-
gess; Bywater; Carneau; Collins, Collie; Crosby; 
Dennis; Dolan; Fong; Gatchel; Hansen; Herman 
Jackson; Lee; Lough; Miller; Musa, S.; Musa, W.; 
Nelson; Nowland; Sanger; Savage; Seel; Stafford; 
Sumner; Vrooman; Walters; Webb; Whitmarsh 
and visitors — Emerson (Charleston Base) and 
Mallett (prospective member). 

Respectfully submitted 
Dave Vrooman 
Blueback Base Secretary 

Submarine chefs on gourmet salaries... 
The highest-paid non-officer in the military is not an elite 

SAS Sergeant fluent in three languages taking out Taliban 
bomb makers in Afghanistan, but rather a Leading Seaman 
cook on a Navy submarine. 

A senior sub-sea chef with more than six years of experience 
under his belt earns up to $200,000 a year, the same money as 
a junior Admiral.  The cooks receive base pay of just $58,806 
a year, but when all the submarine and critical-trades allow-
ances are added up, the figure jumps to almost $200,000. 

Such is the reluctance of qualified cooks to live and work in 
a steel pressure-tube deep under the sea and prepare three 
hearty “comfort” meals a day for up to 58 people, that even 
$4,000 a week can’t attract enough starters.  Submarine cooks 
are employed in a category known as “individuals critical to 
the navy” and attract a bonus of $50,000 a year just for turn-
ing up.  An experienced cook also gets a capability bonus of 
$40,000 a year, a seagoing allowance of $22,254 and a sub-
marine service allowance of $26,703. (—Australian Navy—) 
08 June 2009 by IAN McPHEDRAN 

Base Web Site… 

The Base has a new web site: 

http://www/bluevbackbase.org  Go to the bottom of any page 
and E-Mail your suggestions, additions, or comments. 

http://www/bluevbackbase.org�
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Wednesday Night Radio… 

Not much on TV, what’s on the radio?  There is a station on 
the FM dial that plays jazz & pop vocalists between the 
1920’s - 1960’s.  The station is KMHD at 89.1 on the FM dial 
and the time is from 6PM to 9PM (1800 to 2100 for the pur-
ists!) on Wednesday.  They take requests, not by phone, but 
by e mail.  There is more information on the web at: 
www.divaville.org.  This music beats the heck out of what the 
grandchildren are listening to and some of it brings back 
memories.  Ergo, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard 1955 – Dean 
Martin - ‘Memories are Made of This’…  San Diego 1957 – 
Marty Robbins – A White Sports Coat — Walters 

SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST SUBMARINER FROM THE PAST ———      
The picture for this month was taken 
aboard the Blueback way back in 1965.  
“….”, what’s that smile all about? 

Last month’s picture was George Hager.  
He is an associate member and was a Bu-
gler aboard the USS Fulton (AS-11) 
when she serviced our submarines in 
Australia during WWII. 

Some of you have sent me your pic-
ture, as well as some of your 
shipmate’s.  Thank you.  
Keep those pictures coming. 

Thanks! 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS SUPPORT OUR TROOPS ——— 

Bill Bryan and his wife Shelia continue to ship your contri-
butions to our troops.  Most of the packages go to Afghani-
stan.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreci-
ated by those who receive “care packages” from home.  Keep 
up the good work.  Below is another of the Thank You’s we 
have received. 

Bring your donations to the next meeting or contact them at 
(360) 546-1111 or you can E-mail them at bilshe94@aim.com 

Some recommended items for mailing are: 

Books, Magazines, Puzzle Books, Cards, Hard Candy, Sta-
tionary, Tea Bags, Beef Jerky, Gum, Wet Wipes, Bug Wipes, 
Personal Hygiene Items (such as Soap, Deodorant, 

Tooth Paste), DVD’s, and Computer Games. 

Please remember that the items must fit into the U.S. Post 
Office’s mailing boxes. 
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DOLPHINS… 

The dolphin is a simple thing, 

Just a silver or gold-plated pin. 

It’s not the value of the pin that counts 

But all the things it means. 

To all the men who wear the dolphins 

There never was a prouder gang, 

But we all remember WWII and can 

Still hear the depth charge bang. 

We took our chances with the mine fields 

And have heard the cable scrape our sides. 

And to everyone who heard it thought, 

They had had their last ride. 

Everyone held their breath in silence 

Because they did not dare to cry. 

Sub sailors are the greatest, 

Only the best will survive. 

And as long as we have the US Navy 

we will still hear the old familiar 

Dive, dive, dive. 
By Ivan H. Hamlett, 1970 (edited 2009) 

http://www.divaville.org/�
mailto:bilshe94@aiml.com�


Annual Picnic... 

The BLUEBACK Base Annual picnic will be held this year 
at Clackamette Park in Oregon City, on 15 August.  It will 
start at 12 Noon, with a short business meeting, and run until 
dusk.  Les Savage will be doing the meat and the base will 
provide soda to drink.  So, all you need is your favorite dish 
to share and your own silverware and plate. 

All base members as well as WWII Sub Vets and their guest 
are invited.  Please contact Gary Webb 

(gwebb@bctonline.com or 503-632-6259) 

if you are planning on attending so we can have an idea as to 
how many to expect. 

Clackamette Park1955 Clackamette Drivelies at the con-
fluence of the Willamette and Clackamas Rivers in Oregon 
City, with easy access from I-205 (exit 9) and 99E (see above 
map). 

The park contains 38 parking spaces for RV camping on the 
river ($25.00) or with a view of the Willamette River 
($20.00) .  Sites have power and water.  There is a dump sta-

tion available for a $3-$5 donation.  Camping is on a first 
come first serve basis. 

A boat ramp to launch fishing and recreational boats is avail-
able for public use.  The beaches attract both the sun worship-
per and the nature lover with sun, water, nature paths and 
wildlife!  For years, horseshoe enthusiasts have enjoyed the 
multiple stakes available for their games in the northern end 
of the park.  Bring your horseshoes!  Maybe we could have 
the 1st annual Blueback horseshoe tournament. 

Reminders: 

 This is a public park and Alcohol is not legal so plan ac-
cordingly.  Our storekeeper has submarine logo can cov-
ers if you need one. 

 We  need a few tables to set the chow up on, contact Gary 
Webb if you can bring one. 

 Bring your own chairs. 

 I will print the map and directions to get to Clackamette 
again in the July and August Sanitary. 

 Picnic from Noon to Dusk. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you there on 15 August. 
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LOST BOATS, JULY LOST BOATS, JULY LOST BOATS, JULY ———   

USS S-28 (SS-133) — Lost on 4 July 1944 with the 
loss of 50 Officers and Men.  She was conducting 
training exercises off Hawaii with the US Coast 
Guard Cutter Reliance.  After she dove for a prac-
tice torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact.  No 
distress signal or explosion was heard.  Two days 
later, an oil slick was found near where S-28 dove.  
The exact cause of her loss remains a mystery. 

USS Robalo (SS-273) — Lost on 26 July 1944 with 
the loss of 84 Officers and Men.  She struck a mine 
while on her 3rd war patrol.  3 men survived and 
swam ashore, then imprisoned by Japanese.  Unfor-
tunately, they were put aboard a Japanese de-
stroyer and were lost when the destroyer was sunk. 

USS Grunion (SS-216) — Lost on 30 July 1942 with 
the loss of 70 Officers and Men, while on her 1st 
war patrol near Kiska Harbor, she radioed that 
she sunk two sub-chasers and damaged a third, 
but was never heard from again.  Her loss re-
mains a mystery. 

Visitors at July Meeting… 

John Mansfield W R, District 4 Commander informed us, 
after the June Sanitary was printed, that he and WRD Com-
mander, Jim Dunn would not be able to attend the June meet-
ing.  They now plan to attend our meeting on 9 July.  
I, and they hope this change did not cause any prob-
lems.  We had a great turnout last month and  hope-
fully we will have more this month.  It should be an 
interesting meeting. 

Newest Holland Club Member… 

Duane Sanger received his membership into the 
Holland Club from Base Commander Chuck Nelson 
at the June meeting. — Congratulations Duane! 

USS Sterlet (SS-392)… 

Marilyn Valencia donated the painting, done by Rudy Valen-
cia to the base.  It was unveiled at the June meeting and will 
be hung at the VFW Hall where Blueback Base Meetings are 
held.  The painting will really dress up our meetings!  Thank 
You very much Marilyn. 

Danny Fong said, “He didn’t know Rudy had it in him.” 
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SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  SUBMARINE HISTORY  ———   

Diesel Sub Commander Recalls Historic Soviet 

Sub Chase... 

The former commanding officer of the Tench-class diesel 
submarine USS Grenadier (SS 525) recounted the experience 
of his crew 50 years ago; the events of 28 May 1959 impacted 
submarine warfare, especially during the Cold War era.  Capt. 
Ted Davis, was commanding officer of Grenadier that day 
and can still recall the events as if they happened only five 
years ago. 

After 18 hours of tracking a contact through the icy waters of 
the Northern Atlantic Ocean, the captain and crew of the 
Grenadier would force the surfacing of a Russian Zulu-class 
missile-firing submarine.  It marked the first time visual and 
photographic proof of the presence of Soviet submarines in 
the Atlantic was able to be captured. 

During Grenadier’s overhaul in the Philadelphia Navy Yard, 
Davis learned of a proclamation from Adm. Jerauld Wright, 
then commander-in-chief of the Atlantic Fleet.  The procla-
mation was more of a challenge in the form of an award to the 
first naval unit in the fleet that could prove the presence of a 
“non U.S. or known friendly” submarine.  The first to do so 
would be presented an award that was certainly a sign of the 
times – “one case of Jack Daniels Old No. 7 black label Ten-
nessee sour mash whiskey”. 

“It turned out that we found the first real evidence of a mis-
sile-firing Soviet submarine, something our intelligence com-
munity was trying hard to get the dope on,” said Davis.  “Here 
we had all the information they needed.  We not only satisfied 
Jerauld Wright, but this was a real break for the intelligence 
community as well.”  The Russian sub stayed on the surface 
for more than 24 hours, and Grenadier's crew recorded as 
much information as possible.  Once Grenadier had gathered 
enough information, they were ordered back to their station. 

Once the Grenadier returned to Key West, an awards cere-
mony was held, during which Wright presented a case of Jack 
Daniels Old No. 7 black label Tennessee sour mash whiskey 
to the crew.  The crew of Grenadier would have to accept that 
as their reward for a job well done because no unit award was 
presented to the boat for surfacing the Soviet Zulu, but Davis 
believes the crew was just as happy with the success and the 
Jack Daniels.  Davis, still has a Jack Daniels bottle from the 
original case, Empty, of course. 

Along with the case of whiskey, Wright presented a procla-
mation to Davis and the crew.  The proclamation stated that 
the presence of unidentified submarines had been reported in 
the sea lanes off the coast of the U.S., and those submarines 
were uncooperative in declaring their identity and intent. But 
“…through actions of USS Grenadier (SS-525) tangible evi-
dence these surreptitious operations are being 
conducted has been produced.” 

Edited from an article by Chief Mass Com-
munication Specialist Dean Lohmeyer 

Minutes of meeting held on 16 June 2009 of Sub 

Vets WWII & US SUBVETS INC... 

Meeting was held at the Hillsboro Elks Club.  15 of us at-
tended and had good chow along with a great Welcome by the 
Elks on Duty.  Nice day for all who attended. 

The important events of the meeting were as follows: 

· Praise for the leadership of Bob Lee, Collie Collins and 
Keith Miller for the great job of Organizing,and finding a 
city that would accommodate Our Memorial to the USS 
ALBACORE (SS218).  

o It’s in Beaverton, OR and after 12 hardy soles worked 
3+ months Our Dedication took place Last Nov 11th, 
Veteran’s Day. 

o Thanks go out to Marv Doty, CDR AMERICAN LE-
GION POST 124 for all the help and guidance they 
afforded us.  Post 124 gave us time to pay tribute to 
Albacore at May 25th Memorial Day Ceremonies. 

· Bob Lee gave us a dissertation on where we are going 
from here as well as future work loads on the Memorial & 
site. 

· We learned who is going to Green Bay for WWII the NA-
TIONAL CONVENTION. 

o Delegate Papers were sent to Clarence Scott & Fred 
Leitch. 

o If others plan to go to Green Bay notify Tudor so he 
can send you delegate Papers. 

· Elections were held for Fiscal year 2010 & we have just 
one change. 

o Clarence Scott will relieve Tudor as State CDR. 
(Even though Bob Lee did all my work since Betty's 
illness /demise). 

o Tudor asked for further relief because of age, losing 
interest, and possible knee surgery. 

o Thank you Scotty. 

· Oregon Loggers will not enter Closure this year until: 

o We are totally thru with Albacore Memorial and Ex-
penses to build are completed. 

o And / Or attendance by WWII drops any further. 

o Main event - Get bills paid. 

· If it were not for US SUB VET'S INC Albacore would 
not be standing where she is today.  We understand age, 
distance to travel, sickness, etc. prevented our WWII 
Shipmates from being able to help and all is understand-
able.  Perhaps you may help in other ways when we send 
out appeals for your help.  We have already heard from 
many and Bob Lee is working on responses and further 
appeals. 

Thanks to all of you who have supported me these last 5 
years. 

Tudor 

(Continued on page 8) 



4th of July Parade… 

Blueback Base will “march” in the 4th of July parade in Canby again this year. 

 The parade will start at 1400 (2:00 PM) sharp.  We need to set-up the float and the flat bed so we should be there about 1130. 

 We still need a volunteer to swing by Fred Carneau’s place and pick up the flat bed trailer, and tow it in the parade. 

 Gary Webb will bring the float. 

 The staging area is NW 4th Avenue and N Elm Street. 

 We need everyone that plans to ride the trailer to bring a chair. 

 There is NO THROWING OF CANDY, it can be handed out at curb side. 

 We also need to make arrangements for flags and the diving alarm. 

See below map with insert for directions to the staging area.  Any question, make sure you E-Mail Gary Webb at: 

gwebb@bctonline.com 

See you all there! 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE THE LIGHTER SIDE ———         
Picture taken at 16 June US Sub Vets WWII & USSVI 

meeting. 

(Continued from page 6) 

FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  FROM THE CREW  ———         

Never told SEA Story... 

Was Working on 10-10 Dock in 1942 when another shipmate 
discovered a Boat belonging to the USS Dolphin (SS-169).  
She was distinguished with a Raised Boat Deck Aft of the 
Conning Tower.  All small Boats were being removed by or-
ders. 

The shipmate and I decided we should try it out.  Taking it 
for a short distance from the Dock and swapping duty behind 
the wheel, when we heard a call from the dock.  It was a cou-
ple of Shipmates who had missed the liberty boat and wanted 
us to take them over to Ford Island landing. 

I was at the wheel as we headed out near the USS Oklahoma 
BB-37) which had overturned.   Shipmate said “lookout for 
the screws”.  I didn’t see any screws as we bumped something 
hard underwater.  Didn’t know then that there were four 
Screws?  So we bumped one.  Very soon we were taking on 
water and all hands began to ship water with our white Hats. 

Landed and our passengers hit the dock.  My shipmate de-
cided we could return if I handled the water as he took the 
wheel.  I was a busy sailor paying my dues as I bailed. 

We made it back to 10-10 
dock,  tied the boat off and 
headed back to base, telling 
no one of our adventure.  
Next day it was hoisted up 
and placed in a cradle on 
the dock. 

Nobody ever knew of our 
adventure. — Dallas 

A cop was patrolling late at night in a well-known necking spot.  
He sees a couple in a car, with the interior light brightly glowing.  
The cop carefully approaches the car to get a closer look.  Then he 
sees a young sailor behind the wheel, reading a computer magazine.  
He immediately notices a young woman in the rear seat, knitting. 

Puzzled by this surprising situation, the cop walks to the car and 
gently raps on the driver’s window. The young sailor lowers his 
window. “Uh, yes, officer?”  The cop says: “What are you doing?”  
The young sailor says: “Well Officer, I’m reading magazine.”  
Pointing towards the young woman in the backseat the cop 
says:”and her, what is she doing?"  The young sailor shrugs: “Sir, I 
believe she’s knitting a pullover sweater.” 

Now, the cop is totally confused.. A young couple, alone, in a car, 
at night in a Lover’s lane...and nothing obscene is happening!  The 
cop asks: “What’s your age, son?”  The young sailor says “I’m 22, 
sir.”  The cop asks: “And her...what’s her age?” 

The young sailor looks at his watch, smiles, and replies: “She’ll be 
18 in 11 minutes, Sir.” 

Pastor Thompson woke up Sunday morning and realizing it was an 
exceptionally beautiful and sunny early spring day, decided he just 
had to play golf.  So... he told the Associate Pastor that he was feel-
ing sick and persuaded him to give the sermon that day. 

As soon as the Associate Pastor left the room, Pastor Thompson 
headed out of town to a golf course about forty miles away.  This 
way he knew he wouldn’t accidentally meet anyone he knew from 
his church.  Setting up on the first tee, he was alone.  After all, it 
was Sunday morning and everyone else was in church! 

At about this time, Saint Peter leaned over to the Lord while look-
ing down from the heavens and exclaimed, “You’re not going to let 
him get away with this, are you?”  The Lord sighed, and said, “No, I 
guess not.” 

Just then Pastor Thompson hit the ball and it shot straight towards 
the pin, dropping just short of it, rolled up and fell into the hole. 

IT WAS A 420 YARD HOLE IN ONE! 

St. Peter was astonished. He looked at the Lord and asked, “Why 
did you let him do that?” 

The Lord smiled and replied, “Who’s he going to tell?” 

Ethel was a bit of a demon in her wheelchair, and loved to charge 
around the nursing home, taking corners on one wheel and getting 
up to maximum speed on the long corridors.  Because the poor 
woman was one sandwich short of a picnic the other residents toler-
ated her and some of them actually joined in. 

One day Ethel was speeding up one corridor when a door opened 
and Kooky Clarence stepped out with his arm outstretched.  
“STOP!,” he shouted in a firm voice.  “Have you got a license for 
that thing?”  Ethel fished around in her handbag and pulled out a Kit 
Kat wrapper and held it up to him.  “'OK” he said, and away Ethel 
sped down the hall. 

As she took the corner near the TV lounge on one wheel, weird 
Harold popped out in front of her and shouted “STOP!”  “Have you 
got proof of insurance?”  Ethel dug into her handbag, pulled out a 
drink coaster and held it up to him.  Harold nodded and said “On 
your way, Ma’am.” 

As Ethel neared the final corridor, Crazy Craig stepped out in front 
of her, Butt- Naked, and holding his “You-Know- What” in his 
hand.  “'Oh, good grief,” yelled Ethel, “Not that Damn Breathalyzer 
Test again!” 

Left to Right— 
Front row: Ken Meuser, Collie Collins, Clarence Scott, 
and Tudor Davis 

Back row: Dave Vrooman, Les Savage, Bob Walters, 
Bob Jackson, Bob Sumner, Bob Lee, Clair Pense, 
Sheldon Stubbs, Frank Palmer, Keith Miller, and Hal 
Schumock 



USSVI OFFICIAL BUSINESS USSVI OFFICIAL BUSINESS USSVI OFFICIAL BUSINESS ———         
USSVI has put together a USSVI information package for 

Boat Reunion gatherings to display in their hospitality rooms.  
Clearly, we think that all submarine qualified men should be-
long to USSVI. 

Why?  Because USSVI is designed to carry forward the lore 
and memory of submariners past, and to see that our subma-
rine shipmates who died in the course of their duties are never 
forgotten.  All boat associations are going to disappear as we 
get older and pass away, but we do not think these men 
should ever be forgotten. 

By belonging to USSVI, their names will remain in our re-
cords for posterity, and they will have done their part to help 
us all see that the memorials and ceremonies are looked after 
so long as their are submariners. 

The package consisting of several posters, brochures, 65 boat 
button, a short article for a boat assn newsletter, some issues 
of American Submariner, and a short speech/script for a reun-
ion dinner talk is now available for boat association meetings. 

Have your reunion coordinator contact our national office at 
877-542-DIVE to obtain this material.  He will be asked when 
and where the convention is to be held, where the material 
should be shipped, and how many non USSVI subvets are 
expected to attend. 

Any questions on this, please get back to me. 

Pat Householder, USSVI National Commander 

Click on the link to see the items.. 
http://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Organization_BoatAssnPkg.jpg   
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Subject: Nels Hadden... 

Nels is the submariner that was injured in an accident while 
helping a victim of another accident.  His wife sends the fol-
lowing: 

Communication 
Everyday Nels asks me to check the mail and computer for 

cards, letters, or emails. I would like to ask, if you have time, 
if you would send him a card or a letter.  He very much en-
joys mail and does not seem to get much anymore.  You can 
also email him at: nelshadden@gmail.com since he is now 
hooked up to a computer.  He misses communication and it is 
hard on him to talk on the phone a lot when he is in bed. 
Thanks so much!!! 
Betsy 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/nelshadden/journal 

Whether you Whether you Whether you 
make it to the make it to the make it to the 

parade or parade or parade or 
not, I hope not, I hope not, I hope 
you have a you have a you have a 
great 4th of great 4th of great 4th of 

July!July!July!   
EditorEditorEditor   

New Boomer?... 

Although the U.S. Navy has asked for $495 million in the 
2010 defense budget to begin developing the next ballistic-
missile submarine, treaties and pending defense reviews may 
influence the size and capacity of the final product.  Speaking 
before the Senate Armed Services subcommittee on strategic 
forces, Rear Adm. Stephen Johnson, director of Strategic Sys-

tems Programs, told lawmakers June 3rd that the new boomer 
design will not be completed before the pending Nuclear Pos-
ture Review (NPR), due in December. 
“It can be guided by the NPR and the other events we talk 

about,” he said, which include the pending Quadrennial De-
fense Review and ongoing nuclear weapons treaty negotia-
tions with Russia, which would restrict the number of war-
heads each nation can deploy.  The new class of boomers will 
replace the Navy’s 14 Ohio-class subs, the newest of which, 
the Louisiana (SSBN-743), was delivered in 1996.  “The 
Ohio-class is a tremendously capable submarine today.  It has 
no particular shortcomings.  [The $495 million] request is 
based on the end of service life of that ship, which has been 
extended to 40 operational years.”  Construction on the new 
boomers is expected to begin in 2019.  Johnson said it’s been 
a long time since anyone has designed or built items such as 
seagoing ballistic-missile hatches or heavy missile tubes.  
While new attack submarines are in production, a boomer’s 
size has different stealth characteristics that need to be consid-
ered. 
“We have very quiet attack submarines, but they do not have 

a missile compartment,” he said.  “It’s just in that section of 
the ship that we have not looked at in our Navy in almost 40 
years.” 
...Defense News; June 15 2009 

New SecNav praises Navy traditions... 

Navy Secretary Ray Mabus lauded the Navy and Marine 
Corps’ long traditions of service Thursday in his public 
swearing-in ceremony at Washington Navy Yard. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates administered Mabus’ oath of 
office, then Mabus gave the order to break his flag. 

Mabus praised the Navy and Marine Corps for their “long, 
unbroken line of heroism,” and for their ability to act, rather 
than react, when needed. 

“We do not lie at anchor waiting for the call — for the call is 
now, and always,” Mabus said. 

“We’re always the away team,” he told Navy Times after the 
ceremony. “We’re the cop on the beat.” 

http://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Online_Organization_BoatAssnPkg.jpg�
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Sub Wins Coast Guard MUC… 

The Virginia-class submarine USS Hawaii (SSN 776) be-
came the second Naval submarine in history to receive the 
U.S. Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Commendation May 7 for 
its role in tracking drug runners and helping to keep illegal 
drugs off the nation’s streets,.  The award was earned during  
her first mission with the USCG. 

The then Groton-based submarine earned 
the award for its part in counter-drug opera-

tions in the Eastern Pacific Ocean in support of 
Joint Interagency Task Force (JIATF) South 
from February 20 to April 17 last year. 

Congratulations Hawaii, Job Well Done! 

Silent Service Motorcycle Club... 

Some of you may have 
heard through USSVI bulle-
tins or via scuttlebutt, but 
this is to announce the Silent 
Service Motorcycle Club 
(SSMC).  The club founder 
is Bob Opple of USSVI Se-
attle Base and is co-founded 

by myself and Tom Floersch of Seattle Base and Ken Board 
of South Sound Base. 

While we are not an official spin-off of USSVI, we are 
closely associated and supportive of USSVI requiring all 
SSMC members to be National members of USSVI on initial 
entry. 

The purpose of the club is to promote and educate about the 
rich heritage of the submarine service.  We do this primarily 
by simply being visible in the community.  We have designed 
a very attractive club patch (see above) and with the few 
members we have in our start-up period, we are getting lots of 
questions about, and positive feedback on the club patch.  As 
you can see, being a member of the club requires no hard 
work, just participate in club rides, parades and similar events 
with the club, on your motorcycle, and interact with as many 
“civilians” as you can. 

Our website is http://www.SilentServiceMC.com and we 
have a few photographs of the earliest members there now.  
Club membership is inexpensive at $20 per year.  Member-
ship requirements are on the website but briefly, you have to 
be or have been qualified in Submarines, be a USSVI Na-
tional member (base membership is not required) at the time 
of initial membership, and have a motorcycle (all brands) over 
500cc in size.  For spouses/partners/riding buddies... Associ-
ate membership is available if sponsored by a full member 
(you must be re-sponsored each year as well). 

National SSMC membership is available now.  We are close 
to chartering a few local Chapters in CA and TX already (all 
it takes is five National members in close proximity and will-
ing to do the organization work).  For a yet to be determined 
time, plankowner patches will be available as well (like the 

main club patch, they look great!).  The membership applica-
tion form is on the website.  You can download an order form 
for the club patch and other patches or order them online. 

So, if you ride, I strongly urge you to consider joining SSMC 
and proudly wear the patch. So far, it’s been nothing but fun.  
Have a look at the website and if you have question, just ask 
me or any of the officers listed on the website.  

I hope to see some of you on a 
future ride! 
Pat 
Householder 

“B-Girls” visit Blueback… 

During the recent “B-Girls” reunion most of them spent time 
touring the USS Blueback (SS-581).  During the tour 4 for-
mer CO’s and an XO posed for a group picture in the ward-
room.  From L — R:  Colin Saari, CO 581; “Muns” Munsey, 
CO 581; Ed Conant, XO 582; Harry Gimber, CO 581; and 
Larry Lubbs, CO 582. 

Master Bater... 

Back during my salty sea dog days, I had a really insightful 
encounter with the Coast Guard. 

Back in the bad old days, I was Deck Div’s Leading Seaman, 
and, as such, I always ended up being “volunteered” to make 
the Servmart run. — For you Nubs, Servmart is a huge, 
50,000 sq.ft warehouse that carries everything from those 
really crappy sponges we had to use to clean the decks with to 
some old school seamanship gear like sailmaker’s thimbles, 
bosuns’ knives and marlin spikes. — On this particular occa-
sion, I was accompanied by the Ustafish’s Bull Nuke.  He was 
really a good guy but a complete smartass, a step above the 
typical know-it-all nukes.  We were in line, waiting for the 
check out when I noticed a coastie in line behind us.  Atop his 
ribbons, he was wearing a specialty badge. 

The Cutterman Enlisted Badge is 
an award given by the United States 
Coast Guard to reward service at 

sea..  It is awarded on both a temporary basis upon having 
(Continued on page 11) 
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served 6 months shipboard, and on a permanent basis after 5 
years cumulative time afloat and successful completion of a 
substantial Performance Qualification Standard (PQS). 

I asked the chief if he knew what badge that was.  He began 
to weave an elaborate tale about how that was the Bater’s 
Badge.  He went on about how there are a couple of levels of 
the award and that if I ever saw one with little stars on the 
waves of the badge, that symbolized someone that had quali-
fied as a “Master” level of the award.  The chief then told me 
I should go over and as our shallow water warrior when he 
expected to be come a Master Bater? 

He almost had me but something held me back and I avoided 
humiliation at the Servmart. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Escape from the Deep… 

British director Duncan Jones is to helm Escape From The 
Deep, a film based on the non-fiction novel of the same name 
by British author, journalist and scriptwriter Alex Kershaw. 

The book tells the true story of the Second World War US 
Navy Submarine, USS Tang (SS-306), which malfunctioned 
and sank to the bottom of the Pacific.  The film tracks the sur-
vivors who battle to stay alive and who are forced to swim 
180 feet to the surface under threat of drowning and getting 
“the bends”. 

Jones, who recently directed sci-fi thriller Moon, said: “Alex 
Kershaw’s book is incredible, and a powerful story that will 
come alive on the big screen.  I’m very much looking forward 
to creating a tense action movie that highlights an important 
part of history.” 

Brilliant Films is funding the development of t h e 
project through its development fund. Bril-
liant’s Joe Abrams and Rory Gilmartin 
will produce, and Kershaw will adapt the 
screenplay.  1June 2009 by Alex Billington  

THE-BOAT’S HEAD... 

I’ve been aboard this submarine for nigh on to a week, 

Sitting here with both legs crossed, unable to take a leak. 

I’m afraid to ask instructions, to ashamed to face the crew, 

If I don’t figure something out, I don’t know what I’ll do 

Push the lever; turn this valve, which one do I use first 

If I don’t find the answer soon, my bladder’s gonna burst. 

I sure don’t want to flood the boat; I cannot take a chance, 

But if I don’t do something, I’m gonna wet my pants. 

I fell asleep in sub school, when they gave the demonstration 

I’m sitting now in misery from lack of urination. 

I’ve held it in for over a week, that’s as long as I can go, 

Won’t someone show me how it works, my kidney’s about 
to blow. 

There’s no one I can turn to, the situation’s mighty bleak, 

I’d give my reenlistment bonus for the chance to take a leak. 

The pain is quite unbearable, I’m about to throw a fit, 

Unable to pee was bad enough, but now I have to ----. 

What Do Retired People Do All Day? 

Working people frequently ask retired people what they do to 
make their days interesting.  Well, for example, the other day 
my wife and I went into town and went into a shop.  We were 
only in there for about 5 minutes. 

When we came out, there was a cop writing out a parking 
ticket.  We went up to him and said, “Come on man, how 
about giving a senior citizen a break?”' 

He ignored us and continued writing the ticket.  I called him 
a stupid Nazi. 

He glared at me and started writing another ticket for having 
worn tires.  So my wife called him a dumb SOB.  He finished 
the second ticket and put it on the windshield with the first 
one.  Then he started writing a third ticket.  This went on for 
about 20 minutes.  The more we abused him, the more tickets 
he wrote. 

Personally, we didn’t care. We came into town by bus. 

We try to have a little fun each day now that we’re retired.  
It’s important at our age. 

Questions rise as USS Missouri is being built... 

Questions about the construction of the new class of subma-
rines have arisen even as the USS Missouri (SSN-780) is be-
ing built. 

The USS Missouri is among the elite, state-of-the-art Vir-
ginia class attack submarines, with enhanced stealth capabili-
ties and highly accurate, lethal missiles.  Yet, the Northrop 
Grumman Newport News shipyard recently revealed an in-
spector signed off on three joint-weld inspections that he had-
n’t performed. 

Secretary of the Navy Raymond Mabus (MAY bus) isn’t 
worried.  “I think the fact that they found it, they corrected it 
and that it’s not going to have an impact on either safety or 
timing has allayed any concerns that anybody might have 
had,” Mabus says. 

A statement issued by the shipyard emphasized the issue in-
volved the inspection of welds as opposed to the welds them-
selves.  The trade publication Defense News reported it had 
obtained an internal report that revealed the inspector had per-
formed most of his work on four Virginia-class nuclear subs, 
including the Missouri. 

The issue is important because of Admiral Gary Roughead’s, 
Chief of Naval Operations, stated desire to invest in flexible 
weapons systems.  He says subs provide tremendous capabil-
ity for intelligence and surveillance. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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“A submarine covers the whole gamut,” says Roughead.  
“When I commanded the Pacific Fleet, submarines were my 
favorite tool.”  Roughead calls the latest line of nuclear sub-
marines “the ultimate stealth weapon”. 

Northrop Grumman fired the inspector, calling the situation a 
personnel matter. 

Once completed, the newest Missouri will have enhanced 
stealth capabilities, improved communications connectivity 
and the ability to track targets many miles inland with highly 
accurate missiles.  Virginia class attack submarines are more 
than 25 percent longer than a football field. Unlike her prede-
cessor, Missouri will not need to refuel for approximately 30 
years, reducing operating costs while increasing the time it 
can spend beneath the surface. 

Missouri is the latest in a long line of illustrious warships to 
carry the name of this great state.  The first USS Missouri 
was a steam/sail warship commissioned in 1842, only 21 
years after Missouri was admitted into the union.  In the midst 
of the Civil War, the Confederate Navy commissioned a pad-
dle-wheel ironclad named CSS Missouri that served as a 
minelayer and troop transport.  It was captured by the union in 
1865, but never commissioned by the U.S. Navy. 
The next Missouri (BB 11), commissioned in 1903, was part of 

President Theodore Roosevelt's “Great White Fleet” and was in ac-
tive service during World War I.  The famous USS Missouri (BB 
63) was commissioned in 1944, known as the “Mighty Mo”.  Most 
remembered for hosting the Japanese surrender ceremony that ended 
World War II. 

The boat is scheduled to be commissioned in the fall of 2010. 

Regulus Missile added to Park… 

A nuclear missile that helped keep the United States safe 
from Soviet aggression during the early years of the Cold War 
took its place among 13 other missiles and two fighter jets 
Sunday at Missile Park at Naval Base Ventura County, Point 
Mugu, California. 

From 1959 to 1964, the Regulus missile was America’s first 
line of defense in the Pacific Ocean, as well as its first nuclear 
missile deployed on a submarine.  It was replaced by the more 
advanced Polaris in 1964. 

Researched, designed and built by American and German 
rocket scientists at Point Mugu, Regulus missiles were de-
ployed on five submarines: the USS Tunny (SSG-282), USS 
Barbero (SSG-317), USS Growler (SSG-577), USS Gray-
back (SSG-574) and USS Halibut (SSGN-587). 

The Tunny and Barbero were World War II diesel-powered 
submarines converted to carry two Regulus missiles on deck.  
The Grayback and Growler were designed and built to carry 
four missiles, while the Halibut was the first nuclear-powered 
Regulus submarine and carried five missiles. 

Unlike Polaris missiles, the Regulus was launched from deck 
after a submarine surfaced.  The missiles’ targets were the 
USSR’s Pacific Coast-based submarine and naval installa-

tions.  Their mission was to maintain peace through the threat 
of mutual assured destruction.  Because the Regulus had a 
range of only 300 miles the submarines had to patrol either on 
or just below the ocean surface near Russia’s east coast.  The 
crews had to be constantly on the alert.  The only time a 
Regulus submarine and crew came home to Pearl Harbor was 
for repairs and refitting. 

“For the crews and their families it was a particularly diffi-
cult mission,” said Capt. David Fleisch, Naval Base Ven-

tura County chief staff officer, who represented the 
base during the dedication ceremony.  “I was 

born in 1959, so for the first five years of 
my life you protected me and the coun-
try so I could be here today. 

“It is my privilege to accept this memorial on 
behalf of the base.  This is where it was 
developed and deployed. 

We’re providing a memorial 

for five submarines that carried the 
Regulus missile.  There is no more 
fitting place than Point Mugu’s Missile 
Park.” 


	Whether you make it to the parade or not, I hope you have a great 4th of July!
	Editor
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